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| Key Message

Impact of COVID-19 in Thai Population and Society

“Resilience in response to the impacts of COVID-19 in Thai population and society
depends on the government’s perceived sensitivity to the potential problems. These challenges
include changes in the overall population structure and behaviors of the population at
the individual level. The Thai government needs to design policies to support and respond
to the anticipated changes that are looming. These include the rapid ageing of the population,
declining fertility, and shortages in the working-age population. There is little time to waste
in addressing these challenges. The need for change is an opportunity for governments to focus
on developing the population quality dimension to replace the declining quantity, and implement
policies to enhance the potential of the population to be able to cope and have a quality lifestyles

in a new normal that may be fraught with volatility and rapid, unpredictable change. ”

The Gender Dimensions Perspectives from Research during the Covid Pandemic

“ The social mobilization activity during the Covid-19 epidemic in Thailand that vastly
attracted public attention was the advocacy for rights of the sexually diverse groups. This movement
opens the eyes of society to the reality of the sexually diverse in its midst. The survey of IPSR
during the period of epidemic spread of Covid-19 generated data which shine a spotlight on the
sexual diversity, as well as demonstrate how the “gender dimension” is a complex concept. The
lack of precision and thoroughness in research, understanding, including acknowledging the reality
of gender diversity of the population, can be a hindrance to the formulation of appropriate laws,

»

policies, services, and social protections for the sexually diverse groups of the population.

Equity and Thailand’s Ageing Society in the COVID-19 Era

“ While Thai society is trying to speed up recovery from the COVID-19 crisis, both the
government and social sectors should use this opportunity to promote fair access to essential
services of older persons through the use of digital technology that is user-friendly and inclusive
to people of all ages. This includes accelerating preparations and education in terms of the econ-
omy, health, and social participation for the group of people who are about to become “future

older persons” who may have different expectations and lifestyles from the current cohort of

older persons. ”




Replacement Migration Policy: Migration Management and Pathway to
Residency and Thai Citizenship

“ Although the Covid-19 pandemic is certainly a health and socio-economic crisis of
mammoth proportions, the calamity has required the government, private sector, and the public
to adapt and adjust their way of thinking, perhaps leading to a paradigm shift in certain areas.
For example, Covid-19 has forced a re-examination of immigration law and policies around the
world. One dimension of this re-think is the concept of “replacement migrant” to fill gaps caused
by the dwindling numbers of indigenous working-age men and women in ageing societies. Thailand
could develop a social participatory process and a proper migration management for different
groups of population, e.g., stateless persons, migrant workers and their children, refugees, and
long-stay foreigners. Therefore, replacement migration policy, migration management, and pathway
to residency and Thai citizenship could be the instruments that create opportunity and revitalize

»

Thailand after the pandemic.

Eat, Live and Body Movement: New Normal in the COVID-19 Crisis

“ The COVID-19 epidemic has created significant disparities in sufficient physical activity
and food security across the spectrum of the Thai population, but especially the lower-income,
older persons and the unemployed. In addition, among persons age 60 years or older, there was
also severe food insecurity, particularly those age 80 years or over, living in the Northeastern region,
with less education, and in debt. It is imperative that the government and other stakeholders place
greater priority on introducing policies and mechanisms to support this vulnerable population to
adapt so there is less inequality with other population groups, as that will have a positive effect on

»

the revival of the country, and allow society to adapt to the ‘new normal’ lifestyle faster.

Adaptation of Social Science Research Methodologies in the Era of COVID-19

“ The COVID-19 crisis has become a catalyst for a major adjustment in academia, forcing
researchers to adapt and find new approaches to continuously create quality research.
In recovering from the destruction and restrictions of COVID-19 pandemic, the important things
researchers need to consider include maintaining the quality of research, research ethics, and the
risk of increased inequality during a pandemic. Accordingly, researchers should use the COVID-19
crisis as an opportunity to increase quality and efficiency of research, including practicing
flexibility and adaptation in the event of such a calamity. There should be a constant critical
reflection process to be able to verify the correctness of a chosen research methodology in

conducting further quality research. ”
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Alternative research model: Decomposition analysis
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U52UINTIYUITIU (15-59 TJ) 21,087 21,644 42,731
‘Uiz‘lﬂﬂﬁjﬂiﬂq (60 TJ%(UL],‘U) 5,493 7,541 13,034
‘Uiz‘lﬂﬂﬁjﬂiﬂq (65 TJ%(UL],‘U) 3,492 5,185 8,677
Jszansnaulaiseu (0-5 TJ) 1,888 1,787 3,675
Jszansieieu (6-21 ?J) 6,442 6,162 12,604
an3TeLaieyiug (15-49 U) 16,129
5. 91gmaAsilausniin 418 73.6 U
i ] e 80.7 U
418 18.3 U
Wi 23.7 U
7. 91gmaadeiiany 80 U ¥ 6.1
@Ewndwdsiimaingiieny 80 Yaziidinegdelusnit) e 8.6 ¥
8. 9ATITN
ansuin (AaUszynswuau) 8.2
an5108 (AauszrInsnuay) 7.9
Sasnfiumusssund Govas) 0.0
ansIENsn (Manisiindidnnusia) 7.6
Sasmeiiinainds 5 U (densiinfidwiuse) 10.9
9. dnTAIEYWUS T
@Ewauynslngedsiiansauvisaziinaaniowiyiuguasnu)
10. dns1auindn (Sovaz)

Say

11. aaTeuniifgeengwinty (Govas)
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