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Opening address
by
Mr. Osamu IGUCHI,

Research Director, Japan Institute of Labour (JIL)

Good morning, my name is [IGUCHI from the Japan Institute of Labour
(JIL). Professor Dr.Bencha, Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol
University . Mr. CHAMBERS, Director ILO Bangkok Area Office, distinguish
participants, ladies and gentlemen. On behalf of the Japan Institute of Labour ,
I would like to congratulate the organizers of the National Tripartite Seminar on
“Globalization and Industrial Relations in Thailand”. I would like to extend
my sincerely thanks to Professor Bencha and her staffs for the efforts in preparing
the seminar. My thanks also go to ILO for the support and assistants to this
meeting. From the beginning of this endeavor the Institute for Population and
Social Research, Mahidol University has actively participate in this activities and
has made meaningful contribution to the development of this program. As you may
know under the program, we have launched three different research topics
relating to globalization such as impact of globalization, globalization with
equity, and globalization and the role of social actors. We are under the process
of wrapping up the last research result and expect to finish it within this year. On
May 29, 2000, we organized the technical meeting on Networking of the National
Institute for Labour Studies in Tokyo in conjunction with the International
Industrial Relations Association (IIRA ) 12" World Congress. In which, there
was a draft report of this final research topic and the future activities of this
networking project was also discussed on this occasion. I would like to assure
you that the Japan Institute of the Labour will commit itself to further develop the
networking project with ILO. I understand that it is our utmost important to keep

the linkage between research and activities and the policy formulation. In this
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regard, the organization of the national seminar with all social area actors concern
have a vital important for them to share in such itself and to the effective policy
formulation in their fields. In this connection, I would appreciate very much the
organization of this seminar today and sincerely hope that the seminar will
produce the purpose outcome of sharing and developing in such itself on day to
day activities of all social actors concern in your country. Globalization effects
most countries in Asia, although the magnitude and the contents of its effects
refers considerably from one country to another. The financial crisis in your
country has also regard the serious socio-economic troubles and it seems, there are
still many tasks to be done to overcome this after effects. Unlike financial crisis,
globalization is a long term and the reversible trend, which all social actors have to
pay the utmost attention in carrying of their respective activities. I finally believe
that research results relating to the globalization will provide the useful
information to this end. Lastly, I would like all participants here to actively
discuss the issues proposed on agenda and to maintain meaningful result for better
tripartite corporation in finding ways to recover the globalization effect. Thank

you very much.



Opening Remarks
By
Mr.Ian CHAMBERS,

Director, East Asia Multidisciplinary Advisory Team and Bangkok Area Office

Sawadee krab, Khun Bencha, Khun IGUCHI, dear participants. It is an

honor privileged to be invited to participate in the opening of this most interesting

National Tripartite Seminar on Globalization and Industrial Relations in Thailand.

The last and therefore, I am sure the best, in the extensive series of research and

discussion activities on this theme throughout the Asian and Pacific Region .The

papers to be presented in the course of your very full and highly relevant agenda

today will most certainly constitute important contributions to a better

understanding of the role and reality of industrial relations in Thailand in the new

global economic, financial, commercial and political framework, in which

Thailand has become an important actor and participant both regionally and

internationally. I understand that the technical meeting on the networking of

national institutes for labour studies which took place in Tokyo at the end of last

month, You already laid the ground work for a new focus of joint research and as

was indicated at that time the International Labour Office is, of course, most

interested in learning from and contributing to your deliberations. It is not my roles

this morning to present a technical paper especially to such an eminent academic
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group as the one assemble here. But if you would kindly permit me to trace back
a little on the field of discussion for this morning. I would like to contribute
modestly to your consideration of the role of the social actors in Thailand, in the
light of some very new and radically different approaches to globalizing industrial
relations which are currently developing in Southeast Asia as part of the ILO
program in the region. In this connection, I whould like to introduce to you the
newest but potentially most powerful actor or more accurately actress in Thai
industrial relations. Her name is Jane Smith, she is a divorced mother of two
teenage children in high school and college, respectively. She earns about $80,000
a year as a lawyer. She lives in the United State and she is socially and politically
active and concemed. But it is true one particular and difference role that she and
millions like her are suddenly taking a great even determining role in Thai labour
relations and that role is as a consumer of Thai products. I have recently come to
this region from Latin America and we have seen in Latin America the very rapid
development of globalize industrial relations related to the North American market.
You may have seen in the press, some eighteen to twenty months ago, a very
important case under which trade unions in the United State brought to that country
a young worker from a government factory in Honduras and had her testify before
they sent it to trade committee. The result of this with the most remarkable
advance in industrial relations in Hoduras for over two hundred years and the
reason was because of economic and commercial pressure from the United States,

not negotiation from the trade unions and the employers and the government in
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Honduras . This phenomenon is now very rapidly extending to our region of
Southeast Asia. The ILO is beginning next month, July, a very new and different
type of project at the request of the United State government which is to monitor
the respect for basic labour rights and safe labour conditions in the export factories
in Cambodia. On the basis of this monitoring which must under the term of the
agreement be posed in the internet and therefore accessible to Jane Smith, other
consumers, NGOs , the WTO, all of the countries in the world. On the basis of
that information, the United States were decided each year on the size of the trade
quota for imports of Cambodian goods into the United State because Cambodia, of
course, like Thailand and many of the countries want to increase it access to that
very rich market. It has agreed for this to take place and thus, by a single stroke of
the pen that very clear decision which taken in the WTO and Singapore three years
ago to say that labour conditions and trade policy are two separate fields to be deal
with by two separate set of experts and separate organizations that decision in
affected has been entirely swept a way by unilateral decision from the United
States to say. If Jane Smith as an American voter, as American consumer, as
American concerned person, if Jane is not convince that proper labour conditions
prevail in Cambodia or Thailand or Viet Nam or China or anywhere else then it
Jane Smith’s decision that will be the most important one and the economy, the
export oriented economy and the globalize world of any of those countries
mentioned with the possible exception of China because it big enough to resist.

But any other country is, of course, immediately place in danger with the result
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that important changes in labour practices, in labour rights and in industrial
relations will now take place more under that type of pressure and with that type
of participation than in the traditional framework of negotiation within national law
by national actors. It seems to me that it is very important that we understand
particularly in a group of academic and labour administration experts of this sort
that we understand this rapidly emerging phenomena and the critical and
fundamental influence on the field in which we have been specialist but where we
will have to know rush like everyone else to keep up with this very new
phenomena. Because it is very clear as I say that this new impact of globalization
that is to say globalization of consumption and therefore the globalization of the
influence of the international consumer is absolutely central in terms of industrial
relations and labour rights in every country which depend on export for the help
of its economy which is actually know every country in the world. So I hope that
in your consideration will be very important elements that are specific to Thailand.
You will remember and consider that those specific elements in Thailand are going
to have effects and consequences in the much broader relationship outside and that
in order to be an effective player in the globalize market. Even national labour
relations are no longer entirely subject to national sovereignty and national
decision. But to economic forces that go much beyond the borders of Thailand.
Thank you very much for this opportunity to share some thought with you. We
are very interested in the ILO to examine with great care the papers that will be

presented here which of course, the most interesting to us in terms of our program
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with Thailand and in terms of the very high level of thought that we know exist in
the Population Social Research Institute of the Mahidol University. We certainly
hope to continue the cooperation with the Japanese Institute of Labour Studies
and with all the other bodies represented here. So that we can altogether gain a
much better understanding and interpretation of this rapidly developing phenomena
and therefore altogether be able to forge more adequate responses so that the
workers in Thailand and elsewhere have better conditions of work and
globalization does not mean the empowerment of the many for the enrichment of

the field. Thank you very much.
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Usendin viialnadonlna 64,469 105,102 25,000
Aaaluguumn 461,696 1,387,705 257,000
ulausssnusinadng 268,259 26,354 150,000
daussruliinnusnglsema 191,735 202,416 210,000
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ey 2540 2541 2542 2543
UNTAN 56,614 93,148 15,273 20,233
gt 12,835 27,712 8,725 4,378
ey 15,840 28,148 6,615 4,926
WY 16,280 41,404 10,160 821
HOANAN 10,764 38,226 7,852

Hourew 14,805 38,510 8,234

ngNJIAN 8,055 46,299 6.675

A 3.647 10,354 8,631

Mieney 7.463 8,077 5,240

RRIAN 12,284 9,833 8,850

WoAANTEY 3,945 4,954 5,338

fUIAN 2,313 8.457 7,995

99 164,845 355,122 99,588 30,358
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gnéhuenms | 107320 | 369 | 116809 | 388 | 116384 | 385 | 106786 | 363 | 102187 | 340
fondcuda | 94810 | 326 | 9360 | 311 | 93032 |307 | 94812 | 322 | 100913 | 336
taugsfa 57486 | 198 | 59020 | 196 | 61392 | 203 | 58015 | 197 | 61336 | 204
ATAUAT.

o1l 3
toaTIN 325750 | 1000 | 322322 | 1000 | 331623 | 1000 | 321379 | 1000 | 32,0871 | 1000
e Me5 |29 |83 |25 |71 |22 |eee |26 |95 |29
gnéedque | 24240 |74 | 23005 | 74 | 2461 |73 | 2690 |84 | 2758 |86
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39U 1 30U 3
NHAWUE Aamau AUpiNg %
2536 29.21 32.15 2.94 10.1
2537 28.23 32.1 3.87 13.7
2538 29.06 32.58 3.52 12.1
2539 30.1 32.23 2.13 7.1
2540 30.27 33.16 2.89 9.5
2541 29.41 31.74 2.33 7.9
2542 30.02 32.09 2.07 6.9
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