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Executive Summary

The 1998 Survey of Thai Youth is an initiative of the National Youth
Bureau. The Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University has
been asked to conduct this survey using the same questions as the survey of Thai
Youth’s Opinion and Needs on Targets for Children and Youth Development in
the Eight National Economic and Social Development Plan. The objective of the
survey is to examine the characteristics of male and female youth who are living
in urban and rural areas, and to investigate their opinions and needs in order to
obtain baseline data for setting strategies and measures for target youth groups.

The sample is drawn from youth aged 15-24 who are living in Bangkok
and 4 big cities namely Chonburi, Chiang Mai, Nakhon Ratchasima and Songkhla
(Hadyai) and who are living in rural areas of Singburi, Lamphun, Mukdahan,
Phatthalung and Samutsakorn. Multi-stage sampling was used to select 4,376
youth from 4,000 households. Then 2,306 youth (or 52.7 percent of the total
sample) were interviewed by structured-interview schedule. The sample consists

of 1,066 urban youth and 1,240 rural youth. There are 1,062 males and 1,244
females.

Data from this survey are divided into 7 parts

Part I describes the characteristics of the youth. They are 18.7 years old
on average. While 67.4 percent of urban youth were born in their current
residence, 84.0 percent of rural young people were born in their current residence.
About 95 percent are Buddhist. Single youth constitute 89.6 percent of the sample
9.8 percent are married, 2.9 percent are cohabitating with their partners, and 2.9
percent are widowed, divorced and separated.

Less than 50 percent of the survey youth can speak at least one other
language besides Thai. The most spoken foreign language is English. It is found
that urban youth are more capable at using computers than rural ones, and more
female youth are computer users than male youth.

Television is the mass media that youth are most exposed to, then radio.
Notably the urban youth read newspapers more often than rural youth.
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Part II shows that the sampled youth are from medium — sized families.
They mostly have about 2-3 siblings. One-third are the eldest children in their
families. The household members who are cited as the most understanding
persons are their mothers, fathers, siblings, grandparents and relatives,
respectively.

About 10 percent are not responsible for family work. Another 10 percent
help their parents to do domestic chores and about 23 percent help their family
businesses.

Most young people seek their parents’ understanding and forgiveness.

Part III reveals the health status of Thai youth. About 20 percent were ill
in the past year and about 4 percent are facing some stress. When they have free
time, they watch television most, and also listen to radio, play sports and exercise.
In this survey very few cases are found to be drug addicts but this may be caused
by reluctance to answer questions on the topic.

Part IV indicates their education and work status. It is found that 55.8
percent are studying. Among these 30 percent mention that they have obstacles in
pursuing their education. The obstacle for urban youth is their ability to learn and
for rural youth it is their poverty.

The youth who are working account for 21.9 percent of the sample. Most
of them have finished only secondary school. Though they wish they could finish
a higher level, because of economic strains they had to leave school earlier. Most
of them are laborers and vendors or sales workers.

It is noteworthy that 15.9 percent of all youth are doing nothing, that is
neither studying nor working.

Part V illustrates the value, belief and self-image of the youth. Thai youth
are rather self-reliant. They like to be popular among their friends and they try to
do everything to become wealthy. :

Their belief in religion is rather high. Nearly all of them view abortion as
sinful but they have less chance to make merit, as prescribed by religion, and for
charity.
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Part VI scrutinizes their attitude toward premarital sex and their opinion
on marriage life. It is found that most Thai youth disagree with premarital sex,
especially rural youth. One-third of single youth have lovers. Two-thirds intend
to be married in the future, and they tend to nominate 25-26 years as their
intended marriage age.

Part VII covers the knowledge and ideology of Thai youth. They have
good knowledge on the right to vote and freedom of Thai citizens. About half
have voted for members of House of Representatives. They have less knowledge
on legal age at marriage and daily wage in their province.

The sample youth say that they admire their community leaders, parents
and relatives. In fact they do not show much participation in community
development. These youth demand that the government provide education
support, public facilities and economic improvement.

Comparing the data from this survey with the desirable characteristics of
Thai youth, it is found that :

According to the first desirable characteristic, Thai youth still have strong
relationships with their families. They help with domestic chores and family
business. Though most of them have little conflict with their families, they expect

better understanding from their parents. Some of them perceive that their parents
do not understand and forgive them.

According to the second desirable characteristic, it is found that one-third
of sampled youth have health problems but their mental health status is mostly
classified as ‘fair’. The weak point of Thai youth is nutrition status. Their leisure
time is not used for exercise. However, their overall personality is at good level
and they have positive self-image, and they are able to control themselves.

Concerning the third desirable characteristic, it indicates that Thai youth
behave fairly well. They still believe in the principles of religion. They do not
have a clear model of local wisdom so they overlook the value of local knowledge
because they are influenced by streams of globalization.

Related to the fourth desirable characteristic, less than half of Thai youth
can speak more than one language. One reason is that some of them have to drop
out of schooling and have no chance to attend intensive courses of foreign
language. In terms of computer skills, there is a difference between rural and
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urban youth. In addition, Thai youth are highly exposed to global information
which is not appropriately screened.

The fifth characteristic is about the knowledge in democracy. Even
though Thai youth show their belief in democratic system, only half of those
eligible to vote have ever gone to vote, and they have a low level of participation
in community development. It is found that urban youth are more negligent in
helping their community than rural youth.

The sixth characteristic is that Thai youth should have knowledge on the
rights and duties according to the constitution. According to the survey, they have
knowledge on the constitutional law such as the right to vote but they have less
knowledge on laws related to family life and work.

Concerning the seventh desirable characteristic of Thai youth, more than
half of sampled youth are not superstitious.

The eighth desirable characteristic is not clearly found here because Thai
youth show somewhat their managerial skill but not in creating jobs for
themselves. They wish to be employed in banking and finance companies and be
business entrepreneurs.

According to the ninth desirable characteristic, Thai youth show their interest
in energy saving and environmental preservation but do not show this in their
behaviour.

Related to the last desirable characteristic, some Thai youth have adapted
their perception but not much. They know that Thailand is in economic crisis but
they do not have by the means to solve the country’s problems.

Most youth are interested in seeking additional knowledge for self
development by reading books, and seeking more information.

In brief, the data from the survey should be considered in detail so that the
National Youth Bureau can set the specific activities in accordance with target group
either by sex, female or male youth, and either by residence : rural or urban youth.
The activities arranged for them should be designed for specific groups who lack any
of the desirable characteristics. In general a widespread campaign should be
implemented to increase the willingness of youth to develop their communities and to
recognize the value of energy and conservation of the natural environment.
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AN 2.5 53‘(’163713\1%mﬁﬂa%al.l.'ﬂulﬂ’l']?fum']aﬂ’lﬂ“l“ﬂ’l“’l'ﬁﬂﬂ“ﬂ’lﬂﬂﬂﬂ

Nuunanuniagards

glidaya 7 afiagady
aLiiae LAZUUN
fiagthudisiuemn 81.2 80.2 81.7
FILENITULEY 5.7 12.8 1.7
tauthy 11.1 7.0 13.4
hmhivawinnuasdy 2.1 - 3.2
57 100.0 100.0 100.0
P 2046 729 1317
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58.1 maudoumideng dudhdendugnhemmiuaesun Sidiagiosa: 53.9
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Wgeathadmiivszanadore: 21-22  duensuimasGeuwasinauwsanduly
woluaadiasdoear 8.2 warluwemuunissdana: 4.8 duensuilildiFoune:
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M1INN 3.1 388U NEMEN LUNNAUUITEEIINTUAHIANYDILEITY IIUUD

mummﬁaémﬁﬂuazmﬂ

anwaen Wyasengy

ALY WABUUN
9 | me | ndls | 9w | mw | wde
mq
15-18 1 43.9| 40.7| 46.7| 56.6| 57.2 56.1
19-21 1 38.3| 40.1| 36.6| 27.7| 26.9 28.3
22-24 9 17.8| 19.2| 16.6| 15.7| 15.9 15.6
POty 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
U 1066 | 501 | 565| 1240| 561 679
agmae 19.0| 19.2| 18.9| 18.4| 18.4| 18.4
aouiiie
TudanTadiagilagiu 67.4| 66.7| 68.1| 84.0| 84.7| 83.4
Tudanindu 32.6 | 33.3| 31.9| 16.0| 153| 16.6
Tusmdszne - - - - - -
9 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
nu 1066 501 | 565 | 1240 | 561 679
AEU
W5 96.5| 96.6| 96.5| 99.0| 98.8 99.3
ARREY 2.1 2.4 1.8 1.0 1.2
A 1.4 1.0 1.8 - - -
Tivudaemaunle - - - - - -
POty 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
uu 1066 501 | 565| 1240| 561 679
GR I GERT
IEN) 89.3| 91.6{ 87.3| 84.3| 90.4 79.2
dalaiude usdagiunuuy 4.3 4.4 4.2 1.8 2.0 1.6
uFNULE uasagiuiugansy 5.8 3.8 7.6 13.1 73| 18.0
wihe 0.2 - 0.4 0.1 0.2
nein/ uen 0.4 0.2 0.5 0.7 0.2 1.2
U 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
U 1066 501 565 1240 561 679
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M3199 3.1 (¢a)

Snvaena Waaaein Ay _ uaTHun.
| me | wila | o | e wija
FOUMNNSANEY/ TN

MavSauat @ 58.1| 53.5| 62.1| 53.9| 47.8 58.9
MAINNIUDENLFEN 22.5| 26.9 18.6 | 21.4| 276 16.2
MISBURALNUNT DN 8.2 8.6 7.8 4.8 5.3 4.4
laildvazls agihuas 9 11.3| 11.0] 11.5] 19.9| 19.3 20.5

FPLY 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

U 1066 501 565 ] 1240 561 679

ﬁ”nz?ufmuag,iz‘f;u

NoBNAY 4.0 3.5 4.3} 129 141 12.1
NaaxUane 19.8| 15.4| 23.3| 33.3| 309 35.0
. 21.9| 224 21.5| 24.6| 31.2 20.0
thd. 15.1{ 17.6 13.2 12.9 11.1 14.2
wninnaeia 28.6 | 31.7 26.1 7.4 4.7 9.3
avMinenaetle 7.9 6.4 9.1 4.8 2.7 6.3
Usyanin 0.3 0.3 0.3 - - -
madnuanszuulsusey 2.4 2.6 2.3 4.0 5.4 3.0

T 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 [ 100.0 | 100.0 [ 100.0

U 707 312 395 7271 298 429

fian: Tassmsdhsneanudsiuuacanudasmsaausmaulnsaaithwnsrasmsianndnuazenizuluszey
WHUWRUIT AUUR 8 wW.A. 2541
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AANtANmINzaNiuemzugalamAlnl - Aemsiianuaninsalumsdaansme
MmysUsemaasnavias 1 M wazianusnsolums neluladianssumnavia
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AauAnIsE e suadaseseenuun dudnigh emlueadiadlam
Tumsdsuduasldmmduuanmiiannmmwinoniemsiluaasuunagidany
uie fauar 47.9 mwu’lummﬁmmmsﬂmﬂmm%}u~'| Snathaviag 1 M voued]
Jouay 37.9 waqLﬂn'zm’lumm’duunﬁmm‘snmmmmﬁuuanmﬁamnmmlna duany
wonseszwhenevdgsumslEmm mnsonuldduiy dufawnmundgeasion
snsalumsldmmniau 9 innnhemnsune anuuananinulanazadisauatan
HUUY

mwi lduanusitaanaiw lng

mmﬁ"meulmﬁmmmmsnwum'lﬁmnﬁqﬂ vannnmulng Aameaangs
Husiisauiinniigalulsedey awssdudszon Soon uazaaudnm iy
mwnfiemsusnsonudivlginonnmumau  amndlsionlumneadl 3.2 szwueTw
uanenesviaemzulueedisueseeruun  MuamuEnse lumsyammnaIng N
HARU ﬁ"uﬁatmmu’luumu‘ia\mmmsnwummmé'qnqvlﬁmnn’.'nwn’dummuunlﬂiwz
Ansanlusuhinurtasenmudes damnmaasudamsldmuniiensuainsonsy
Téwnnnh 1 mw a'*mmuﬁu%mﬂummwumﬁLﬂﬂﬁu’lﬁsaqaqmmnmm”lnﬂ UAZME
2N ﬁé’méauﬁﬁaanﬁwmmé’qnqamn aenalshon Lﬂwziu’lummﬁa\atﬂusgﬁlﬁmuﬁ'u
nAnTezulusuunamann %\:aamﬂﬁa\:ﬁuamwcsmuﬁjuaé dlamnemnuludias
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MI5IN 3.2 IDLAZUDIANINEINNTOMUNIEIDDILEN 1B ﬁ'huunmmwﬁaéawﬁauazmwa

ANNFITOANUMW waLdian ' LALLM
EptY e wi M e wi

m3lEnnau q wannnnwing

-8 47.9| 437 51.7 37.9 31.2 43.4

- lila 521 56.3 48.3| 62.1| 688 56.6

5 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

My 1066 501 565 | 1240 561 | = 679
anuaansalumsldnmiau

- Mmwangy 736 | 79.1 70.1 58.5 50.0 63.4

- mwidu 13.3 11.7 14.3 1.5 1.5 1.5

- mwiuiias' 2.3 0.8 32| 205 337| 271

- mwidua® 10| 85 12.4 | 106 | 148 8.1

EPTY 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0| 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0

Huur 610 239 371 532 196 336
fin: Tnsqm‘szhsoamwﬁmﬁuua:mmﬁaqm's'umtmv‘du‘lnﬂm'au‘jwmmjmmswwmtﬁnuaztm’mu u

s,auuuuwwp atun 8 w..2541

WEMA: T = IMYATINAAY (multiple response)
= mwudias Tdun mwpdun mtnTa mtn,n'l'n M an wus
= mwauq loun mwlFaed wasiu aulu m'lJu

ffeududadunalddnuszmenih  da  msldvlawamwiuidiasiiiiog
audnluvszmalng 1dud amnam mviens mndnan mnld mugln was
mewed Qumald)  sswuhemessheaumhnuieeficnnsoldmmnudiaaly
viaaduzasauld Fuflumsayiminniaciuldamangiila duenmuludasial
flomadudiavialdmuisiumanil Jedigasuhainsayammnuiiossin 9 18
Wanann

Hvsummedsemanmalnannuszmelng loaun mwelSads wasau sy
d' ] LU | } 4 ¥V U ‘;l ‘J L4 ]
wazditu wuhliengudssnadaga: 10 @ansaldmuwant Jedlaindums
Geuinnmsdnnlussuuls@sumnnanmsSsuinnasauah
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misldnaunnmnas

PNANTHA 3.3 uamdenuainsolumsideasinmadmeummzulnglugye
daytuiieauiumsdidudefinudiuusndrdsldlimanlusmudnnuazsoud
Moy adalsimuanuwanaelunmsldasufnwaseausmisuluaiiswuazia
guundalnngiaru  nandaemzuluaadissainsaldnauiimasinnnitensuy
Tuweguundafauringm Tude wmrurediseauihldesuiieadiiiudesa: 62.9
s uasuunaauhlFrauineasfiviese: 34.0 Fmhauladnusmenil

A9 EMzunin luadiswazwasuunINgo lFeaNRIeaSNINTIEMZUZE

Li’ja*if'nmuﬁq’lﬁﬂsunsmauﬁama%ﬁLﬂnﬁuiﬁnuaxmmsa'lﬁ'la" WUDLEMBULNDY
viklumuldeouinmaslumsiduinudinanhasliusdsmiluduiu wulunguues
EMBUNENNNIEM UM AT Es eTUUN SaNaNIABNSANNAY
lUsunsu Word Processor LLa:TUSLLnsuén‘%agﬂ'é'u I

lunguiildaeuiinmadiiiu Jorar 8.6 vaumyuwaiiosld intemet Bousd
$owar 3.0 luezuuniisnanseld intemet ﬁv'qﬁ'ﬁ'agaﬁuam’lﬁlﬁu’lumsw 3.3
msudasieafalumsindrsuiunadyausnzulduszmsenils
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AN 3.3 JasazuadanHEINIIIMUAaNNILAaTYaIteMTULaslUTUNTY

AasNIAaTh L 51uunmummﬁaémﬁmtazma

ANHANIOAIUABNNIUABT aiias LT LN
S rt! e | e | N 1y e
mxdnsatumsldaanfiames
-8 62.9 | 59.1| 66.4| 34.0 26.0 40.5
- L 37.1| 409 | 33.6| 66.0 74.0 59.5
T 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
N 1066 501 565 | 1240 561 679
Tsunsunaniinmasniald
- @unud 276 | 302 256 30.9 37.5 27.9
- Word Processor 250 | 21.8| 27.6| 27.7 21.5 30.6
- Tusunsuddagudug 176 | 180 172 214 223 210
- 14 Intemet 8.6 9.5 7.9 3.0 3.2 3.0
- Spreadsheet 8.4 7.1 9.4 8.2 6.4 9.0
- 14 E-mail 5.4 6.3 4.6 1.6 2.0 1.5
- @euldsunsy 3.9 4.6 3.3 3.3 4.0 3.0
- Database 3.6 2.5 4.5 3.8 3.2 4.1
T 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0 | 100.0
FIUIU* 1542 693 849 793" 251 | 542
far lammssmenedadiveazenasaansuansmselnesaithmngrasmswanm@nuaziemsly

STHLUHUNGIUIM 2UUR 8 W.4.2541

NG ¥ = SUARNTINBY (multiple response)

e nNUasuUBMIES

Tugalematoi wislanlwsnuauiuiienaissansluynpfimaniaslds
TomaSuimansen q Liwnfdas lumsdseasditamnudsunnuimside
Suinmsssummsuninmibeidisde  nndayaiildwuiiensulnamnauilama
Sumsmsnndare 9 amwhevillssvanvanalssem  suldun wilsdeRuw
Tnsviend Ing uazdodu 1
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fofermunilupadisuazumuumlunnigadlumuimalide  dalnsvim
emrulddiesummsnnnsnemives Sedaeas 87.8 luwadins uasseea: 85.4 Tularuun
sumsdasuimasnningues 9 biuandadudeniu (Sesar 56.4 lTuwadiaway
fouar 56.0 luwemuun)  emuuensafiwuldnnmsdinaadll  mssutnmesnn
samidesrrmuluendiowezoemun  wude  wmuluadisdllamasy
wihdaRainnnnensuluwesuunetheadanru

M50 3.4 FauaTa AN UMTAIATUINIEITTENENITY IIUURMINLAT
agadsuazdauszandn 4

mw‘ﬁ‘uaums wmﬁm LaguUUN
Aafuinas | naimd | Smg | waw. | Buq | Insvied ng | uan. B
Uny 87.8| 56.4) 642 53.8 85.4 56.0 | 41.8 | 47.4
WU A5 11.0 | 33.6 30.6 38.8 12.3 29,1 | 45.5| 38.5
liilasuian 1.2 10.0 5.2 7.5 2.3 14.9| 12.8] 14.1
ERT 100.0 | '100.0.| 100.0 | 100.0 100:0.| 100.0 °100.0:]-100.0
1y 1062 1025 | 1049 80 1239 | 1215| 1223 78

31 Tasamsdraemnudadivuazanuaaanisyadezulnesaihvangraamswanodnuasieisulusses
WHUNGNY aUUN 8 W.A. 2541

nnmsinalaglipzuuumsfudnmsmuenuizamsiudnasanud
LEMIPUSTY LﬁaQmmumnm’m:wdwmwumamﬂﬂma’lﬁ'ﬂzuuu;Jﬁmaviu‘ﬂm%”u
MENsUBE 2 AxL GiRBUTINY 9 A33 1 ey uarliveduimsies 0 Az
duiu aruuugegeiidiluldde 8 asuuu wavazuuushgafiihilldde o Ay
penalsfionaumuilifiemmilugalamaimiauledld o avuuu wialitsSuinms
Pndelasuiuddaden

dlaRmsanemuazuuy  Liwuanuuansmelussdumsutnmssen e
HIBUATHEN  LaWUATINUENMSluIEDMBTIUUNIEUGN NEMPa SpYBTIBEITY
Tudissfissdumsiliaduimansiussaugannaenguluguun (Gasaz 77.9 dasoeas
66.2) LLazﬂfcjuﬁlé%’zhams’luszﬁus‘;w (0-2 AzuuY) wuloﬁ"mmz’lumm‘duun%’qﬁagjﬁq
Sauaz 6.5
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M9NN 3.5 JagaraaseaumsiUasuTmasaen Iy *-huunmummﬁag}mﬁmmxmﬂ

szaunsitasuings LB LATUUN

(Azuuu*) 53 %Y Hije TN 2] L]

GAl (6-8 Azuuu) 717.9 80.0 76.2 66.2 67.6 65.0

NaN (3-5 AzUuU) 22.1 20.0 23.8 27.3 27.0 27.5

@ (0-2 azuuy) - - - 6.5 5.4 7.5

B 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

AL RN 77 35 42 77 37 40
#an:  Tesamsdnaeuanifiuuazanusasmsuaaugzungaasiihvinorasmswannanuaziezulu

SETOZUNUNAIUT AUUh 8 W.6. 2541 4 s
Sl YER v
wname: < wmruynaulasuimssssinladssmmin danddiiilesldecuuu o
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