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ABSTRACT

This project collected data on child care patterns among male factory
workers to determine how they saw their fathers’ role and their practices towards
their families. The project also gathered information on opinions of both male and
female factory workers toward child care. A survey was conducted among
workers in 40 factories in Bangkok and the surrounding area, covering 336 male
and 119 female factory workers who had children 0-12 year old. Focus group
discussions were also held in eight factories in order to generate a clearer picture
of patterns of child care among working fathers.

The study found that most small children were cared for by their mothers.
Care by grandmothers, other relatives or non-relative in the home came second,
third, and fourth respectively. Only those who were three months, and over and
didn’t have anybody at home, had to live separately at the carers’ houses.
Nurseries were the major carers for some three year old children. When they were
aged five or over, most of the children were in school.

However, about one-third of factory workers were separated from their
children, mostly when the children were three months or older. The principal
reasons for living apart was that both parents had to work outside the home, and
that there was thus no time to take care of the children. Other reasons included
not being able to find anybody to take good care of their children and that there
existed cheaper child care outside Bangkok.

Clear differences emerged between the attitudes of fathers and mothers
towards child care. Higher proportions of males saw child care in a somewhat
abstract sense of providing love, whereas women saw the practicalities of
providing actual physical care. The majority of mothers thought that good fathers
should be responsible for the family, whereas fathers though that good fathers
should be well behaved or be good examples to the family. Fathers also thought
that their primary responsibility as fathers was to provide economic support for
their families. Over half of the women interviewed still thought that only mothers
should be responsible for child care whereas two-thirds of fathers saw child care as
a joint task.

In practice, the majority of male factory workers did share many child care
responsibilities, even if not on a regular basis. There were only a few fathers who
actually spent much time with their children. However, they were more likely to
be regularly involved in those tasks which required little time. For example in
those tasks which required regularly showing their children love and care, playing
with them, being their friends, and making sure that they received all the
vaccinations needed. In addition, although many fathers thought that good fathers



should behave well or be good examples for their children, a number of them
engaged in behavior which made their family unhappy and did not set a good
example for their children. For example, they might not speak properly, or often
go out with friends, be big spenders, drink alcohol, and buy underground lotteries.

Policies that will allow men working in factories to be more active as child
caregivers need to be designed. Several activities in the factories to promote
appropriate child care knowledge and the importance of parenthood, especially the
fathers’ role in child care, should be set up. Examples of such activities are
inviting health personnel, counsellors, or psychologists to give some training or
talks on child care issues; distribuing books or phamphlets on child care;
exhibitions; and inviting successful fathers to share their experiences with those
workers who are parents.
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