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ABSTRACT

Nan Province: On Its Path towards Civil Society in Thailand

Orathai Ard-am and Kusol Soonthorndhada
Institute for Population and Social Research,

Mahidol University

This report begins with guestions concerning civil society building and development. The
study has thereafter attempted to explore vital issues and/or key elements that are relevant and Jor
determining the establishing and developing processes of civil society or voluntary organizations in
Nan Province. The focal realm of the study has shed the light upon the so-called “Nan Provincial
Community Coordinating Center”, which is a voluntary organization being established in late 19395
in responding to the New Social Movements which are in accordance with the principal outline of
the 8th National Economic and Social Development Plan, that emphasizes the theme of local
autonomy and the capability of local organizations to managing their own local communities.
Meanwhile these organizations are expected to function as a strategic forum or mechanism to
steer local communities into structural transformation or be proactive to the decentralization
process that is presently taking place in Thailand.

The study on development and functionalities of the Center and its context reveals that,
in this transforming process, the issues of conscieness and strong sense of citizenship among the
key actors of the organization are very crucial. What is quite astonishing, however, is that these
key actors are mainly intermediate-level state officials who perceive very well of their socio-political
environment. The rudimentary findings lead to an explanation that institutional performances or
effective state agency may be made possible in the near future. However, this issue needs to be
investigated furthermore.

Moreover, the study has incorporated views and perspectives of stakeholders in various
settings: government (or state bureaucrats), business, mass media, political representatives (or
members of the Paliament) and religious leaders; concerning both the functionalities and the
concept of Provincial Community. Complexities of .interaction between *the private” and “the

public” are also illustrated.
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At the end of the study, the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats that are
relevant to mechanisms and processes of civil society building and also the socio-politico-cultural
resources of Nan Province are classified, discussed and analyzed. The concluding notion which is
derived from this short-term study is that the Province of Nan has potential to restructuring and
managing its own local communities due to the fact that the province possesses a great deal of
social capital. However, in-depth analysis and on-going follow-up to steer changes into the right
direction is still very essential because the transformation of the present system cannot be easily
put into force without necessarily antecedent conditions. What are the necessarily antecedent
conditions for structural changes? Civil society organizations or those who are interested in

changing or transforming the system may need to answer this question first.
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