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During the 70 years spanning the reign of King Rama IX, His Majesty King Bhumibol
Adulyadej, Thailand has experienced change across many dimensions. The total population of
the country increased four-fold, Thai life expectancy increased distinctly, the natural growth of the
population - which was low at the beginning of the reign - exploded as the gap between the birth
and death rates widened dramatically during the middle of the reign, and the growth rate then

declined to a very low level at the end of the reign, resulting in a rapidly aging population at present.

The life and condition of the Thai population have also changed significantly
during this period. Thais mostly lived in rural areas at the beginning of the reign. However,
by the end of the reign, more than half of the population was living in urban areas.
The proportion of the population working as farmers also declined precipitously.
During this period, the educational attainment of Thais inecreased significantly.
At the beginning of the reign, only half the population were literate, By the end of the reign, nearly

all Thais - male and female - were literate in the Thai language.

The Thai population and society changed significantly during the reign of King.Rama IX.
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Thai population reached 60 million on the 2" November 1996)
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The Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University calculated that Thailand had a population of
60 million on Saturday 2™ November 1996. In the morning of that day, the Department of Health, Ministry of Public Health
cooperated with TV Channel 5 to broadcast live reporting of the babies being born in public hospitals around the country.

One month later, on Wednesday 4" December 1996, His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej gave a speech about the
Thai population reaching 60 million, which represented a three - fold increase at the beginning of his reign.
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Population born in the reign of King Rama IX
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His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej passed away at 3:52 p.m. on Thursday 13" October 2016. This was the greatest loss for the
country and which has ultimately led to a profound sadness among all Thais.

Indeed, Thai people’s hearts will be filled with sorrow for a long time. Although everyone was aware in advance that this loss must
happen one day, it was very hard for Thais not to mourn when the day actually came.

The late King was the ninth monarch of Thailand from the Chakri Dynasty. His Majesty King Rama IX was, at the time of his death,
the longest - reigning monarch in Thai history, serving for 70 years.
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As of 13 October 2016

The population born in the reign of King Rama IX refers to those who were born
between 9 June 1946 and 13 October 2016. This group has a maximum age of 70 years
4 months 4 days. The number of the population born in the reign of King Rama IXis estimated

to be no less than 70 million and, of these, about 60.7 million still alive.

In 2016, it was estimated that Thailand had a resident population of at
least 68 million persons. Those who were Thai nationals and registered non-Thais
accounted for 65.4 million persons. In addition to that number, there were also
(unregistered) transnational migrants from neighbouring countries living in

Thailand, totaling no less than 3 million persons.
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Population born in the previous reigns
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Born in the reign of King Rama VI
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Born between 2 March 1934 and 9 June 1946, currently aged 70 to 82 years, accounting for 3.7 million (about 6% of the

total population).
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Born in the reign of King Rama VII
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Born between 26 November 1925 and 2 March 1934, currently aged 82 to 91 years, accounting for 0.8 million
(about 1% of the total population).
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Born between 23 October 1910 and 26 November 1925, currently aged 91-106 years, accounting for about 0.1 million.
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Born in the reign of King Rama V
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Born on 23 October 1910 and earlier. To date, this group ages 106 years and over, accounting for no more than 20 persons.
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Thai population born in each reign
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Born in the reign of King Rama V
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Increase of population residing in Thailand in the reign of King Rama IX
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Number of population enumerated by the census of Thailand
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Household Census in the reign of King Rama IX
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Population and Housing Census, 2010
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Note: The 1°-5" Censuses were conducted by the Ministry of Interior

A; NIENIWNMIA NG UAZAINIUADAUNITIE

Sources: Ministry of Interior and National Statistical Office
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Interviewing His Majesty for the
Population and Housing Census

wszumastianszlsliunsumnginaenasiad usiuIaUinAg
5nnai o NIiuAAITasdeyaaInnisindnsiulszansuaziang
nransznIinllsmind wezsanaunsrususigalantaliiannsnisg
drrfneuaifuvisafnasanzdiivinianaazansganszuaniiie
AunenduaranngsenunansindnsuLszansuaziane WA, e,
l&aen LAS m&e@am

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej valued the use of information from the
population census. He graciously blessed the civil servants of the National Statistical
Office for interviewing and reporting the results of National Population and Housing
Censuses, conducted in 1980, 1990 and 2000.
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Population residing in Thailand, 2016
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In 2016, the total population in Thailand was approximately 68.3
million, including 65.3 million Thais and non-Thais whose names in the registration
system, and approximately 3 million migrant workers, mostly from neighboring countries.
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Thailand’s population change in the reign of King Rama [IX
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The 70-year period of the reign of King Rama IX, from 9 June 1946 to 13 October 2016, coincided with the ‘demographic
transition’ in Thailand.

The population has changed from a population with low growth rate due to the high birth and death rates during the early part
of the reign, passing through a period of “explosive population growth” because of the wide gap between high birth and low death rates
in the middle part of the reign, and entering into a status of population with low growth rate again, due to both birth and death rates falling
to a low level at the end of the reign.

In the reign of King Rama IX, Thailand’s population increased more than three times, from 17.4 million in 1947 to 68.3 million in 2016.
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During the 70-year reign of King Rama IX, the Thai population has changed dramatically in terms of size, age-sex structure,
distribution and socio-economic condition.

Exhibition 3 depicts the demographic and social changes in the reign of King Rama IX, divided into three periods: the early,
middle, and late Reign.

The early reign of King Rama IX refers to the time since 9 June 1946 until about 1957.
The middle reign refers to the 50 years from 1957 to 2007.

The late reign refers to the period from 2007 to 3:52 p.m. on the 13 October 2016.
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Thai population in the early reign of King Rama IX

Nrzipilszannslng W.A. meoo
Population pyramid, 1947
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Source: Constructed and calculated from the Household Census, 1947
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Thai population in the middle reign of King Rama IX

Nezimilszannslng WA, mémm
Population pyramid, 1980
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Source: Constructed and calculated from the Population and Housing Census, 1980
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Thai population in the late reign of King Rama IX

NreRpilszannsing W.A. m&ee
Population pyramid, 2010
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Source: Constructed and calculated from the Population and Housing Census, 2010.
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In the reign of King Rama IX, Thai people lived longer
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Thai people has
lived longer up to
In the early reign of King Rama IX, the mortality rates among Thais in 25 years.

every age group were still high; the deaths were mostly caused by various

diseases, especially infectious disease.

Throughout the 70 years in the 9" reign, the mortality in every age
group decreased. The infant mortality rate (IMR) decreased from over 150

infant deaths per 1,000 live births to only 13 in the last year of the reign. The maternal mortality ratio (the maternal deaths

due to pregnancy and birth delivery) decreased from over 200 per 100,000 live births to only 36 at the end of the reign.

The life expectancy at birth among Thai people increased from 50 years in the early reign to 75 years at the end.
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Very high population growth rate in the reign of
King Rama IX
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In the early reign of King Rama X, the level of fertility of Thais was high. Modern contraception method was not widely used.
The “total fertility rate” was approximately six children per woman. Prior to the World War Il, Thailand had a policy of building
the nation by promoting births. There was an annual contest for the mother with the largest number of children. In some years,

mothers who won the contest had 18 children.

In 1946, there were about 400,000 births registered. The number of births in Thailand increased to 800,000 in 1957 and
reached 1 million for the first time in 1963. The annual number of births in Thailand continued to exceed 1 million consecutively until
1983. Those born during the years 1963-1983 are known as the “million birth cohort”, and this cohort represents a huge demographic

“wave” moving to become older persons.
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“Million birth cohort” in the reign of King Rama IX
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During 1960s, the birth rate was higher than 40 per 1,000 population per year. The gap between the “birth rate”
and the “death rate” constituted a very high growth rate of 3% per year. Thailand became concerned about the consequences of rapid
population growth, then population policy was declared on March 17", 1970, with the goal of reducing the population growth rate by
encouraging married couples to use family planning voluntarily.
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The average of over 6 children per woman at the early
reign reduced to only 1.5 at the late reign
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After 1984, the annual number of births continuously declined and, in 1999, fell below 8 hundred thousand. In 2016,
the last year of the 9" reign, there were only 7 hundred thousand births registered.
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Immigrant population in Thailand
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Photo taken from Pridi Banomyong Library, Thammasat University
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The 1947 Housing Census
reported that, of 17.4 million people
in the Kingdom, there were 527,037
foreigners, or 3% of the total population
in Thailand. Of these, 90% were Chinese.
Other nationalities included French, British,
Dutch, American, German, Japanese, and
citizens of other European and Asian
countries.
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During the late reign of King Rama IX, there was a large flow of migrant workers from neighboring countries. Migrants mostly

worked in three job categories that Thais shunned: 1) difficult 2) dirty, and 3) dangerous.

The 2010 Population and Housing Census reported that there were 2.1 million non-Thai residents whose names were not in the civil
registration system. However, in the last year of the 9" reign, it was estimated that there were at least 3 million migrant workers in

Thailand, most of whom were Myanmar, with a lesser number of Cambodian and Lao migrants.
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Population distribution in the reign of King Rama IX

FuauLlszanssadsudInanuLazlanagNasEmMan «
Population by province in the early and late reign of King Rama IX

S (Provines) WA b@eo' | WA b&&e’
(1947) (2016)
MW UNANS (Whole Kingdom) 17,442,689 65,931,550
NIUNWNUIUAT (Bangkok) (#9337 w&o <) (Constituted as a province in 1971) - 5,686,646
WILUAT (Phra Nakhon) 889,538 -
UL (Thonbur) 289,343 -
@3n31Us1n19 (Samut Prakan) 163,137 1,293,553
WWNLF (Nonthabur) 133,623 1,211,924
U513 (Pathum Thani) 142,488 1,111,376
WATLF (Nakhon Pathom) 273,683 905,008
ANTAIAT (Samut Sakhon) 113,673 556,719
NTUNWHMIUATUASLTNUNA 2005485 | 10,765,226
(Bangkok Metropolitan Area and Periphery)
WIZWAIAFAYSEN (Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya) 373,889 810,320
150,515 282,404

AN (Ang Thong)
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R9UAA (Province) w'ﬁ('1 ;‘;J)“° w'ﬁ('2(l;§&'“

AN (Lop Bur) 202,041 757,321
A3 (Sing Bur) 115,669 210,588
AEI1IN (Chai Nat) 170,962 330,431
A321j3 (Sarabur) 207,051 640,065
NNANANNEIUNATY (Central-Central Region) 1,220,127 3,031,129

W&1JF (Chon Buri) 210,513 1,483,049
F28184 (Rayong) 84,461 700,223
AUNLT (Chanthaburi) 114,076 532,466
RIIA (Trat) 45,040 229,437
RZLTNTT (Chachoengsao) 242,898 704,399
U$1AUL3 (Prachin Bur) 225,636 484,829
aszufia (Sa Kaeo) (I fiFasansn ln&en’) (Constituted in 1993) - 559,017
UATUIEN (Nakhon Nayok) 117,004 258,358
mMAnzIuaan (Eastern Region) 1,039,628 4,951,778

91117 (Ratchaburi) 301,563 869,823
nIUaL ﬁ‘ (Kanchanaburi) 140,812 885,112
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GWII0ULJT (Suphan Bur) 341,039 848,567
AYNIAIATIN (Samut Songkhram) 126,592 194,069
W93 (\WWE93) (Phetchaburi) 180,251 480,652
1/3¥R9UATIUS (Prachuap Khiri Khan) 73,400 539,534
MARZIURAN (Western Region) 1,163,657 3,817,757

W@era s (Chiang Mai) 535,664 1,735,762
AU (Lamphun) 180,360 405,999
&11079 (Lampang) 331,956 748,850
YRRTAMT (RMTAML) (Uttaradit) 171,549 458,197
WIS (Phrae) 213,203 449,810
11U (Nan) 210,858 479,916
{19978 (Chiang Rai) 485,080 1,282,544
WEIEIN (Phayao) (ﬂﬁé{/\‘i IR In&lao) (Constituted in 1977) - 479,188
LHFRIRAU (Mae Hong Son) 66,389 275,884
14M94977A (Nakhon Sawan) 379,077 1,066,455
104,550 330,299

giia13 (Uthai Thani)
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AN (RNLNILNTS) (Kamphaeng Phet) 67,515 729,542
AN (Tak) 105,712 631,965
lavit (Sukhothai) 189,153 600,231
Wnylan (Phitsanulok) 202,113 865,759
NARS (Phichit) 236,905 543,482
W30l (\waeysad) (Phetchabun) 162,627 995,223
MALALD (Northern Region) 3,642,711 12,079,106

WA9IMANT (Nakhon Ratchasima) 731,722 2,631,435
[35¢ (Buri Ram) 334,561 1,587,897
{3UNT (Surin) 438,474 1,395,567
AIALNE (Si Sa Ket) 472,378 1,470,341
Fanil (Chaiyaphum) 291,598 1,138,199
ﬂqua’iﬂ‘ﬁﬁﬂﬁ (Ubon Ratchathani) 856,373 1,862,965
21469 (Yasothon) (ﬂﬁ%ﬁwim ln& &) (Constituted in 1972) - 539,815
B1UNALATEY (Amnat Charoen) (ﬂﬁ%ﬁw% ln&a’b) (Constituted in 1993) - 377,120
faq - 510,734

WWBA1I814) (Nong Bua Lam Phu) (LABN4a1IA n&amb) (Constituted in 1993)
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AU%AA (Province) W-ﬁ(-1 ;‘;“’0 w'ﬁ('2(1;§&‘°d

AR (Khon Kaen) 590,638 1,801,753
§n757% (Udon Thani) 386,116 1,578,783
Lagl (Loei) 136,161 639,801
1UBIATE (Nong Khai) 144,240 520,363
T4n91 (Bueng Kan) (TAATEMIR weee) (Constituted in 2011) - 421,625
NUWIA1TAN (Maha Sarakham) 707,346 963,484
Faedin (Roi EY) 536,279 1,307,982
NIWAUG (Kalasin) @iF1§ 139 wewo) (Constituted in 1947) - 985,232
ANAUAT (Sakon Nakhon) 270,442 1,145,949
WATWUN (Nakhon Phanom) J3853 716,873
3NATUNT (Mukdahan) (ﬂﬁ%ﬁw% n&la&) (Constituted in 1982) - 349,474

NNARNZIUABNLAENLAND (North-Eastern Region) 6,210,281 21,945,392
UATATFITNINT (Nakhon Si Thammarat) 487,743 1,554,432
ﬂi:‘fi (Krabi) 58,799 465,931
W99 (Phangnga) 60,355 265,579
MR (Phuket) 49,104 394,169
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RIUIR (Province) ‘W.ﬁ(.1 ;(;J)do w'ﬁ('2(l;§&’d

43714)5813 (Surat Thani) 211,679 1,050,913
F2UBN (Ranong) 21,305 189,154
PUNT (Chumphon) 118,460 507,604
@NA1 (Songkhla) 350,687 1,417,440
ARA (Satun) 46,326 317,612
M9 (Trang) 151,739 641,684
NG (Phatthalung) 151,964 523,723
1InmT (Pattani) 203,155 700,961
TR (Yala) 80,770 522,279
1U91594& (Narathiwat) 168,714 789,681

MALA (Southern Region) 2,160,800 9,341,162

unaviaya Sources:
1. 410 lUATY Imee’o Household Census, 1947

2. 'Z/I::Lﬁilu?’lwgi nrENsANYIA ne Civil registration, Ministry of Interior.
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Urban population in the reign of King Rama IX
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In the early reign of King Rama IX, Thais were still living mostly in rural areas.
According to the 1947 Census, Phra Nakhon (i.e., Bangkok) was the largest city in the
country. During the early reign, Phra Nakhon and Thonburi were two separated provinces.
However, the areas of these two provinces were not all urban. If we assume that people
living in the inner zone of Phra Nakhon and Thonburi were the urban population, these two
provinces would have had an urban population of about 810,000.

In other provinces, people living in municipal areas accounted for
approximately 0.3 million. Hence, there were about 1.1 million urban population in

Thailand during the early reign of King Rama X, or 6.4% of the total population.
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Top 10 largest cities in the reign of King Rama [IX

[uauilszanng uuilszang
N.A. adelo v ,LulﬂlﬂL‘Vlﬁ'Ll’]ﬂ ul,ul’lllﬂL‘ﬂﬁlI']@
(1947) (Population in (Pupulation in
municipal area) municipal area)
1 Wﬁ‘;’uﬂ’;‘—ﬁmﬁ‘(Phra Nakhon-Thonburi) 889,538 | NIUNNNUIUAT (Bangkok Metropolitan Area) 5,686,646
2 | @Bt (Chonbur) 29,187 | WMALNAUATIUNLF (Nontaburi) 255,739
3 | dleadie (Lampang) 22,004 | WALNaUAsLNINGA (Pak-Kred) 189,258
4 | @leaweunu (Knonkaen) 21,358 | WALauAsalig) (Hat-Yai) 159,627
5 | Wev§uMLE (Chantabur) 18,093 | WMALNAWATUAIINTAN (Nakhon Ratchasima) 131,286
6 | Wasiwolan (Phitsanulok) 14,503 | WNALNAUATAATEMT (Udon Thani) 131,192
7 | Weadeslus (Chiang Mai) 12,960 | WALNauAsEelual (Chiang Mai) 131,019
8 | Weansa (Trang) 12,025 | MALNGWATEINHF1T (Surat Thani) 130,114
9 HeaYNgNsAN (Maha Sarakham) 11,550 LWﬁUﬁﬂuﬂiL%’]Wi:ﬂ’]@iﬁﬂa (Chao Phraya Surasak) 128,664
10 | @e9ung (Phrae) 11,381 | WMALNIAUATVRULAN (Khon Kaen) 120,045

wnrenvg: trzanslugmmauazesianianssuns ugzdsmdaouy? ludiuzTunia w.a. beeco dianiziszans “andulu” aasngunwumiunzaauisuunlilu
WA, e Tuthoandu o e laun waduly wadunars uaziasduuen

Note: Population in the municipality of Phra Nakhon and Thonburi in the 1947 Household Census, were those residing in Bangkok’s “Inner Zone” as classified
in 2016 into three zones , inner, middle and outer zones.

5
UURNTBYA Sources:
1. A10l1uAT Imeero Household Census, 1947

2. VI:,’LﬂEIuﬂi-rg? n7enz9NnIAlng Civil registration, Ministry of Interior
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Comparing between the early and late reign of King Rama IX, the distribution of
the Thai population by urban-rural residence differed greatly.

In the last year of the 9" reign, according to the Department of Administration,
Ministry of the Interior, the population in urban areas, or those living in various
municipalities, accounted for 34% of the total population. However, it is estimated that
if the unregistered population in towns and cities is included, more than half of the Thai

population were in urban areas.
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In the early reign,
the urban population
was only 6%.

At the end of the reign,
the urban population
of Thailand is more
than 50%.
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Agricultural occupation in the reign of King Rama IX
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Photo of the report of 1937 Household Census, taken from
Pridi Banomyong Library, Thammasat University.
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The 1937 Household Census reported that
89% of Thai population engaged in agricultural and
fishery occupation. The 1947 census did not report
occupation of population. It may be estimated that,
in the early reign of King Rama IX, about 80% of Thai
population engaging in agricultural occupation.

In the late reign of King Rama IX, the 2010
Population and Housing Census reported that the
population aged 20-69 years engaging in agriculture,
forestry and fishery, accounted for 40% of the working
population.
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Education of the Thai population in the reign
of King Rama IX
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Photo of the report of 1947 Household Census, taken from
Pridi Banomyong Library, Thammasat University.
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In the early reign of King
Rama IX, the 1947 Household Census
reported that 53.7% of the Thai population
aged 10 years and over were literate. The
literacy rate among males was 63% and
females 37%.

In the middle reign, the 1980
Population and Housing Census
reported that 89% of the Thai population
aged 10 years and over were literate. The
literacy rate among males was 92% and
females 85%.

Inthelate reign,the 2010 Population
and Housing Census reported that almost
all Thais (96%), males and females, aged

10 years and over, were literate.
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Examples of primary-school textbooks in the reign of King Rama IX
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Thailand’s “population-related stamps”

in the reign of King Rama IX
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Commemorative stamps
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Sources of data

NunuskIsmMsn:dgu nsunisunAsav nsensovurialng
Bureau of Registration Administration, Department of Provincial Administration, Ministry of Interior

“ﬁ'ﬂy‘@wuﬁﬂm’mgi Civil Registration

NuUnvudadaurva

National Statistical Office

A10z1UATI N.A. meeo Household Census, 1947

A uzTuilszadng W.A. m&oe Population Census, 1960

AU ITANNTUALIANE WA, n&om, b&La, b&nm, bé&cn LAY hEEn
Population and Housing Census, 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000 and 2010

dhunvauAtusnssuMsWasUMISIASYINANA: VALKV A
Office of the National Economic and Social Development Board
nsanalszunmilszansresdsmalng WA, weean-mecn
Population Projections for Thailand, 2010-2040

dowudgdsstinsiasdvay URI3NYIdvURQa

Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University

Amaslszindlng Thailandometers

AAUNIELILsZINILAZN1IWENWN Population and Development Newsletter
TassnsAnEnnslasunilamiadssansuazasatnia Study Project on Population and Family Change
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Exhibition of Population and Social Issues

The Exhibition of Population and Social Issues is a part of the learning process in both academic aspects

and social activities of the Institute for Population and Social Research.

Although the exhibition shown in the room is necessarily limited by the area size, it is hoped that this

will be a small spark that can light a huge fire of further study on particular issues.

If only one researcher in the social or population sciences is born by the inspiration from any exhibition

in this room, that will count as a great success, making the whole endeavor worthwhile.

a13¥7 o: 81AN9UsvINRIANY AN Exhibition 1: Prachasangkom Udompathana Building

21759 lo: AUTUAY Exhibition 2: People Counting People

a13:M o Uszansinaluadefinian « Exhibition 3: Thai Population in the Reign of King Rama 1X
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Working members of Exhibition of Population

and Social Issues
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Emeritus Professor Dr.Pramote Prasartkul
Emeritus Professor Dr.Aphichat Chamratrithirong
Professor Dr.Patama Vapattanawong

Associate Professor Dr.Rossarin Gray
Associate Professor Dr.Sirinan Kittisuksathit
Associate Professor Dr.Sureeporn Punpuing
Assistant Professor Dr.Kanchana Tangchonlatip
Assistant Professor Dr.Jongjit Rittirong
Assistant Professor Dr.Pojjana Hunchangsith
Assistant Professor Dr.Bhubate Samutachak
Assistant Professor Dr.Sutthida Chuanwan
Assistant Professor Dr.Umaporn Pattaravanich
Kanchana Thianlai

Chutharat Supyodkeaw

Ploychompoo Sukustit

Porta Boonyatearana

Somchai Supyodkeaw

Supanee Pleumcharoen

Saowapak Suksinchai
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Pamphlet producing members, Exhibition 3:

Thai population in the reign of King Rama IX
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Advisor

Professor Banchong Mahaisavariya, M.D.
Acting President, Mahidol University

Associate Professor Dr.Rossarin Gray

Director, Institute for Population and Social Research

Editor

Emeritus Professor Dr.Pramote Prasartkul

Working Group

Emeritus Professor Dr.Aphichat Chamratrithirong
Professor Dr.Patama Vapattanawong

Associate Professor Dr.Sureeporn Punpuing
Assistant Professor Dr.Kanchana Tangchonlatip
Kanchana Thianlai

Nutchanudhporn Meesuwan

Napaphat Satchanawakul

Ploychompoo Sukustit

Supanee Pleumcharoen

Artwork

Porta Boonyatearana
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National Library of Thailand Cataloging in Publication Data

ANsansvalszmnsuazdann @a19sh 3: Uszanslneluadaf@nnan 9 = Exhibition 3: Thai Population in the
Reign of King Rama IX / @an11iudde/szainsuazdenn ananegndaniing. — AuWa3ad 1. - uasiga:
Anntiuddelszannsuazd9AN NMNANeNaLNiiag, 2560.
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