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Situation of Migrant Children in
Skipped - generation Households in Thailand

Kanchana Thianlai*, Wannee Hutaphaed™*

Abstract

At present, it seems as if migration has become a common event in the lives of the working -
age population. But this phenomenon also has the effect of creating households in the home
community composed only of older persons or, if the migrants have children, those children are
often deposited with the grandparents to care for. This research had the objective to study the
situation of child care of migrants’ children in skipped - generation households in Thailand.
This was a qualitative research study, and data were collected in Pitsanulok, Khon Kaen, and

Kanchanaburi Provinces during October to December, 2013.

This study found that the older members of the skipped — generation households are pleased
to have grandchildren but, at the same time, acknowledge the burden that this places on them,
especially when the migrant children fail to send enough money back to support the household.
This can aggravate problems of poor health status and worsening economic status of the
grandparents. In some cases of deprivation, the grandparents feel that having to be the sole care
providers of their grandchildren can adversely affect their mental stability. Thus, the government
can help relieve the burden on grandparents who are caring for their grandchildren by providing
cost — of - living subsidies to these families. At the same time, the migrants who have left their
children in the care of their parents need to consider the impact this might have on their children

and parents.

Keywords: Skipped — generation households, Remittances, Grandparenting

* Researcher, Institute for Population and Social research Mahidol University
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