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International Students for Graduate Level
Education in Thailand: 2011 -2012

Thirapong Santiphop™

Abstract

The objective of this article is to study the characteristics of international students who were
studying at the graduate level in Thailand in 2012 in terms of their countries of origin, educational
institution, and scholarship status. This study draws upon secondary data from a survey of
international students in Thailand, enrolled during July 2011 -July 2012, conducted by the Office
of the Higher Education Commission (OHEC). The results show that there were 3,380 master’s and
721 doctoral degree students studying in 107 higher education institutions. The three most common
home countries of master’s degree students are China, Lao PDR, and Myanmar, or 22%, 13%, and
11%, respectively. The most common country of origin for doctoral students was Indonesia, China
and Lao PDR, or 14%, 11%, and 10%, respectively. The most common institutions for master’s degree
include Mahidol University (12%), Assumption College (10%) and Chulalongkorn University (10%).
Popular institutions for doctoral degree students include Mahidol University (19%), Chulalongkorn
University (15%), and Prince of Songkla University (11%). Important funding sources for their

education are Thai scholarships, overseas scholarships and self - funding.

Keywords: International student, Graduate level, Thai scholarship, Overseas scholarship, Self - funding

* Lecturer, Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University
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