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Migrant Workers in
Greater Mekong Sub - Region

Amara Soonthornthada™

Abstract

Thailand is the host of unskilled labor flows from three countries namely Myanmar, Lao PDR
and Cambodia. The continuous increase of migrant workers in Thailand is due to the economic
development in this sub-region and Thailand’s significant role in export — oriented industry
development. This article explores migration patterns, the effects of labor migration and the
establishment of national bilateral cooperation, including the framework dialogue to protect workers
from trafficking within the Greater Mekong Sub -region (GMS). The large number of people in the
GMS seeking work in unskilled jobs gives rise to opportunities for traffickers and agents to recruit
lower - income groups from the sending countries. Most of these migrants are young and come from
parts of the GMS where there is chronic un - or under — employment due to stagnant economies or
political instability. The imbalance of economic development and wealth between GMS countries
results in both push and pull factors which can often expose cross — border migrants to exploitation.
This article argues for the urgent need for new research models to investigate the effect of
economic development and the mobility of the unskilled migrant workers, particularly the young
population; and to establish best practices of government —to — government memoranda of action

to secure labor recruitment and to protect the unskilled migrant workers from all forms of injustice.

Keywords: Unskilled labor, Irregular migration, Young migrant labor, Human trafficking, Mekong

Sub - region
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