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Life and Hope of Foreign Female Inmates
in Thai Prisons

Kulapa Vajanasara™

Abstract

This paper aims to reveal life and hope of foreign inmates in Thai prisons. As of December
2015, the total number of foreign inmates were 14,071 (11,164 men and 2,907 women), 76 percent
from Lao PDR, Myanmar and Cambodia. In Thai Jails, all inmates, regardless of their nationalities,
are compelled to strictly follow the prison’s daily schedule. Within a given 24 hours, they are locked
up in their cells for 14 hours and 10 hours outside. Under unfamiliar surroundings, foreign inmates
are deprived of their vitality and ability to fulfill their duties and needs due to language problem,
unfamiliar food, and also free access to health care services. More importantly, the majority of them
have been cut off from their social networks. The only hope these foreign inmates from neighboring
countries have is to be sent home. Due to difficulty of transfer procedure and lack of bilateral
treaty to transfer prisoners between Thailand and some countries, the only hope of those foreign

inmates hardly be true.

Keywords: Foreign inmates, Thai prisons, the treaty to transfer prisoners
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