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The Typology of Social Integration of
Cross border Migrant Workers in Thailand

Aphichat Chamratrithirong™, Sureeporn Punpuing™™*

Charamporn Holumyong, Chalermpol Chamchan™**,

Kanya Apipornchaisakul®*** and Sirinya Kaikeaw™****

Abstract

It is estimated that by the end of 2015 Thailand contains a total of 4.55 million cross-border
migrant workers (CBMW) from Myanmar, Cambodia and Lao PDR, and many of these CBMW have
been living in Thailand for a long time. This research had the objective to assess the well-being,
adaptation, attitudes and behavior of CBMW in the context of living with Thai people in Thai
society. This study also examined the degree of success of the different processes to which the
CBMW have optimally integrated. Data are from the Survey of cross-border Migrant Workers 2014
and the Thai National Survey of Social, Cultural, and Mental Health Status 2014. It is found that
overall, Lao CBMW and CBMW working in wage labor jobs are better integrated in Thai society
than those from other countries or occupations. CBMW in UbonRatchathani, Nongkhai, Trad, and
Songkhla have more successfully integrated into the local Thai community than elsewhere. CBMW
integration in many other provinces has not been that successful. The failure to be properly
integrated to the host society is categorized into the undesirable typologies of assimilation,
separation and marginalization. If Thailand has an aim to create a harmonious multi-cultural
society, then integration policy and programs of CBMW by nationality, geography, proximity to

international land and sea borders, and occupation have to be seriously considered.
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