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ABSTRACT

Musiims are the largest ethnic group in Thailand. Since their
unique way of life is so different from most Thais, their perspective
toward anything are interesting. The objective of this study is to
examine HIV/AIDS knowledge among Thai Muslims, their interest and
concern about AIDS problems, their opinion toward HIV/AIDS, HIV
infected person/HIV patient and AIDS prevention campaign, and the
factors affecting their knowledge and opinions. This project conducted
the fieldwork and took the same sample in the south of Thailand as The
Contraceptive Prevalence Survey, 1996. The sample is 15-49 year-old-
southern Muslim. Percentage table, mean x* and Multiple Regression
Analysis are used in the study.

The findings indicated that most respondents received
HIV/AIDS information from mass media such as television, radio or
newspapers. They believed that infected persons could be identified by
outside features and most all of them perceived that all infected persons
would present AIDS symptoms. More than half thought HIV/AIDS
could be transmitted through saliva and mosquitoes, and almost half
thought HIV/AIDS could be transmitted by sharing clothes, coughing,
sneezing or kissing.

In their views, AIDS was far away from their lives. Most
thought that they hardly had any risk of catching HIV/AIDS. Talking
about AIDS in daily life was very rare. Men and urban residents were
more concerned about AIDS problems than women and rural residents,
respectively,

Most Thai muslims agreed that God sent AIDS to punish
anyone who engaged in immoral sexual behavior. AIDS directly
relevant to being unfaithful to spouse and pre/extra-marital sex. Thus
they belived that being faithful to their spouse and celibacy before
marriage was enough to avoid HIV/AIDS. Well-educated Muslims and
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Muslims who were studying or had finished Islam study from the school
system tended to be more-opened minded toward AIDS than less-
educated Muslims and Muslims who had never studied Islam or studied
Islam from a non-school system, respectively.

Most of them agreed that most HIV infected persons had
engaged in morally wrong behavior. However, they felt sympathy for
infected persons, even though it was still differentiated between infected
by unintended cause and by behavior that Muslims could not accept
(visiting prostitutes or intravenous heroin addicts). Muslim men, urban
residents, and Muslims who were studying or finished Islam study from
the school system, were more likely to be able to accept a person with
AIDS than were women, rural residents, and ones who had never
studied Islam or studied Islam from a non-school system.

Most also agreed that AIDS education in Muslim communities
and schools, both ordinary schools and religious schools was essential,
that religious education would help to cope with AIDS problem.
However, about 1/4 of them disagreed with AIDS discussion in public
and around 1/3 thought that Friday preach should not touch on AIDS.
Moreover, half of them disagreed with talking about AIDS in masjid.
Most of them thought that AIDS could be prevented by prohibiting
prostitution. Visiting prostitutes was not accepted regardless of marital
status. More than half of them accepted that polygamy in the Muslim
community prevented man from extra-marital sex and from HIV/AIDS.
Most felt that both contraceptive and condom promotion increased the
spread of HIV/AIDS. However, they seemed willing to accept condom
use in cases of HIV/AIDS standed occurring in Muslim community and
most of them agreed with condom promotion in AIDS prevention
campaign.

The results from Multiple Regression Analysis indicated that
information consumption behavior, ordinary education, gender, age,
daily speaking language, Thai listening ability and marital status were
factors affecting AIDS knowledge among Thai Muslims, both married
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and single. Whereas among single Thai Muslims, gender, ability in Thai
listening and information consumption behavior influenced AIDS
knowledge. And among married respondents, factors affected AIDS
knowledge were information consumption behavior, daily speaking
language, occupation and spouse’s age.

The findings of the study warned us that while AIDS is
beginning in the Muslim community, many aspects about AIDS are not
clear to them. Most Muslims still consider AIDS as a remote disease
that does not affect their daily lives. In their eyes, AIDS issues are not
appropriate to discuss in public or places they gather (i.e. masjid). That
image might prove to be an obstacle in AIDS education and suggests
that closer attention must be paid to the Thai Muslim community by the
AIDS prevention campaign.
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