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PROJECT TITTLE. Opinion of Bangkokians Towards the Election of Female
Representatives

RESEARCHER Kusol Soonthornthada
Orapin Pitakmahaket
Uraiwan Kanungsukkasem

OFFICE Institute for Population and Social Reasarch

Mahidol University

ABSTRACT

This is a study of the Bangkokians’opinion towards male and female representatives
conducted during the most recent election on July 2, 1995. Two-thirds of the 1,347 respondents
who participated in the survey were youth (20-39 years old). The number of females in the
sample is about the same as males. About half of the sample graduated with bachelors degree or
higher and worked in the government or private sectors. Over one-third eamed more than 10,000
baht per month. More than half of the sample were married, had 3-5 eligible voters in their
households, and voted for male candidates. About the criteria for voting, the same proportion of
about two-fifth either “voted for the parties” or “voted for both the candidates and the parties”.
The rest of the sample voted for the candidates. Haft of the elder (60-79 years old) considered
only the partions. Most of the youth and adults (40-59 years old) considered both the candidates
and the parties, whereas most adolescents (18-19 years old) considered the candidates in their
votes. Over one-fifth of those who voted for male candidates stated that male candidates have
better ability or males make better decisions. Over two-fifth of those who voted for women
candidates reasoned that women can be good administrators as men or that women and men
should have equal rights. The results of this study suggest that the government should promote
policies that would empower women to improve themselves, encourage women to participate
more in political activities at all levels (i.e. community, province and country) and provide better

apportunities for women to solve social problems together with men.
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