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ENBUTIIUOEITULTY ATz uURmAeng o sesguTRonans guTu
ganailuialasiiiugs anmdusontugususoudnielings oqls
Pwanlusisglugnrnindsofiunisidszidg Jritesgurusuting
U Lweudlnglunssadnlufidssndg wizursdauionly
wiomidls (no say) wiziesAgnudinszunnanmsiUountainis
sEgAe LnTzariuwIzu g T enTaguioaniduvieveadnt
Uilanfloauasiimidepflomsuiu  wizivanfazflonnssinedenenss
Tume Avsfilvgle vgws Saauns wassunilssaanIndduditiim
gedarafldannveeviowssnuseasnfoenlinaomditszag
(ver FumsNiiR, 2535, NATW, 15 ANAVAUS 2536)

& swugdme msfidnudangesamanfiodggsfiwema-
ArdunndnninBu 0w SransluIosnNEN uazA1flouuig
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vandsznsdaefu  (dsngaosziBonlusealned, 14 nuaiwus 253)
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dhefidasnisferiniviodhoguaeifl aamstauifoufinen
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Falainuinfouwidesulafisz Slonmaldouaumneifi i1 ladedoanisd
wwARURUSAULAN oALiH Ron O'Grady Faiiugideouniiefe The
Child and the Tourist AlAflonmsunuAuMeEifoaFadurglsy
Amaufilasus g Afie tnfndnAnrey twinzaLAnSANg VA
WwIRRd RSt mRadnvandegdiodn iwsziAnumadiaulann
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FAafuAautsroaan (O'Grady, 1992 : 13)

foudvzfdoynduiuannsfinenidovion  wafneezlufadnfa
As I Anans e bFusnslandildnduaninnduaui s “3u”
uwazfanules) Mehiflosnnlaundiinlaoanzidnffisligydonsuasse
fu dnazgnienenislusinune (ssIwdns Auuszus, Lidsingde
Ann) Auffidudvaneisnufioglungusutunsiuazsudugs inszaziu
aungufidoaungugnindfguosgsfianewifist Afidnd luAnades

ALDEIILHUHDH

atnalsArmnaInnsiuawaineneeialiiTunsn AL rIn g
LAZLARINTIBINUILIIUA o LastanisaudRNEANGLAN fﬁaﬁﬂﬁmu-
asallunsiiusas viafnaonu 13w a1z o Taoians
WHEIFAY I EANTLAR LAY UL IARIATNIZINAITBILTITHENEN
ANDAIUTINITUILLAHIINUASITOYS VAL ] LUHI LHZIINNIIFUNA B9
A2l dlusnslandidntindnnio nangy viasedn naresaue
BRZVRLTIAVAIEATEN ﬁuﬁam%uiuwﬁﬁuqomq DBWNIINAIINES
fingsfin Anidw nnafies auM wa/es. drsnenstustien aud
RPRELRPL AVIRPEY AMIfnwME o usMIMaNANT ofDIn TR Ne
FuusAuLdndiu Ansezsnisoasursldliuandiennniidousniin
laadginaluanntin wriosefivansingonvsafudeunnniinadfe
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msfsafoamanafiignns  Jaa1s anwdesmsdszaman v
@ lashivnaliidoloadgoidwsoniduee Lidugndoe) wash
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(O'Grady, 1992)

HONIMLAANEAN 5] FAINN1T196ULE T L1318 TuazFinainaay
ilaeeindsfsszAemaninnmdunnaes “dsingnisel” sddandn
Rofiflsvodlvy waslosnBANIuULES (Rutnin, 1992) lapawzludsny
FuwazBufn Faazdedlifnifnnlnaveaiduisanfiuiereise-
SIINVANE 5] 88198NINBWAL WALTH AUTUATHIHINASIA L ER I EN L
wiunoufLLAnEIU3gntazinTie ond washngsfaldnad 1mamnnn
Foiudumnmdands  mlvifiegfusadu esninmiuIanss
vl (Yin) eflwinnn Tuofinfninssfsuiiwiwinnansunoutiuin
fUSaNEIRDINEIANENARETEY “5iaves” Tusemevesawedl
Tt rudain§oefunmdssed 20 lusalifitddrming wuindeisn-
r3feriufiinTe geeny Afanudeinauesnislainduuouiuidng
u‘%qw%amaﬁanﬁa:ﬂ?ﬁ WRenNaSaslugsAituns N3 iFAniuan 109
(O'Grady, 1992 : 80) twszazsiudsliidunsudsndszraie urnbqdle
AueruogorforasrnFuiu  sedlsefimegiduiuauunn dniulu
ATINWAYIUATYIOEMEN 91390 wudLe 89 Tfus Hlsesimed
dszam 50 nilsy  wazv@euinisludnufiuinninedsnfladugid
agfnaT 18 Taann (e 9e LRTILI2LET, 2528 © 20)
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w’%w@mnu‘%qw%ﬂu‘lm 5 LI NEHBININFDINTTDEANDALINITIULD
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e

uonandl ATIIN IWAHINRNLWSITULUDIBIATLEUEBLR
Ugniiinnudesnivegnein vinLResuswmeuss e fvainuaie 3nans
Lz ARATIDIgRF AR Agarinfazannld TudagiusFawudgsfs
WA ATaeUsELAN YaeTULLY MRNEIUIARINITARDLAHBIAIIN
#ABINg WIonTzAuANADINIVI of gy Ay uAuIs s AN nTUTY
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15302 Fanwudnffandy 20 gUupuwsaluilesr™ (Boonchalaksi and

Guest, Forthcoming)

Wnfusinenin ssfsnadssiantdFumssiusyuansauni g
M3 Iufifennenges L4 810 ou wae aonnaLe 1 A Tsausn Lad-
e 167 wiadugsAefifinsetsladleviafvafesiugfedu 53fs
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winsloReAun, n1sfana  wezmsuenan  wazlisen §3TWEAND
AN LTz RUsUSogUERATNERN AN LonsslalfenRuLAN) 13U Ldnenw
wianerelanzians SueenigsAisfseafon (v3ailagiuenaudnian
W33 NAINTINFINA 3 LREsAa AT WALLAZA NE LU TN
mafesfionssegyilionnaduiusiesiudesun Seninislondranu
anfegsAadsziandu o unu) g3fslsousn worssfetiuAasarud g
uguisinyesn Ny s anouwandauyssivuusanas Jusen

wadldensufieslddn tiessgswnsddmnisldsunisen
FaIRI TR YIINRINN  INTIzAWMUAEE “3W” Landesss it yaudis
“Buuaz ey wiendwisnenstiuanflafnsaninwanienld “3wu”
WaZ R Tnineenals? MIEEeREINTBLATANTIFILUANNNNT
nvRIAnEuvERInaReumennin Lugefisansonilaeasieaod
galudonulng  nalndgyioidvinfvosiglimansafeziinliuezfosnu
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drpvpannoayiniu (1Uses1u mgn waslwiasuazfofn A3osSassse
(UTaBATT), 2535 LANLAN)

\ufiusiuemsuAofiuin luflugsAiunsfdulvgléwmmn
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Wél Snazwuidnusrvgesfiinggsindsiansisionnnsdnslatiug
fagaufigedn ondl0619 13U MuAnEidogesguns nigaug lud
W.f1.2534 fiNUIT 90% 209Uz nTF20EN9 (N=220) §Tasladwifin
oEniuns 36% S0z na79 1416 § WienufnuIinvosee Fuaanifa
(2535) LiuAn

Ha317u Froruusmaviegsiaiufefisanzidoufunindisia
ATNWITU.FOIHUIATT 2500 UT2NH 20,000 wHINIUTZLNeT (3%w Ton3¥a,
senn3y, 26 Ravnaw 2536) (hedendans 274 uvie) Ev¥useuuiaf
Taldaanzidouiudsarlaluddlensiouide oransalddi19 109
souvinsinafidaulugudunguaulurudunauszsufuges vioens
AuARHNINTIUTUET uazUszauANNELIIUATALAULIAY aTanu
Tusufudierfin wefoinirvesmamuinfifiuddwnnngurudu
sefazaglungufilildannzifon vioorlungusaiuu3nisfiviinisein
Ysziafilanasaninniiuoueay ab9lsfieny t3nsdesaan¥uinisedy
FuzMaATgAsvosmudus e ui L Iusufunas wionsiRniuveary
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Boonchalaksi and Guest, Forthcoming)
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SoauaziinLaniing 5 (raemaunsfinungufiidu “insofle” Afvesns
Tawon) Anusonunsioninmudszianeds s msuslan “inaluled”
Yszianeng o Auedsmesfuazaiouszlufifidugruosnulunguoutu
ARILaTIUE UG Asffenuniodssinaaaandu “nie” wieidu
“mMa” wovszuunufen faduwszuutalvgfndadn iuszuufiolas
psaLAsn e LuszuuauAuau iuszuufidassnnisuslanodnsl
fupdae uszuufnindulivgeuazidnnaodudog Hadoniinda
etanflafinanmrnansnadunm 187

\IFespenTU KennilaguseasniufenufiBosrwanlvinui
ANNEIWIAATIINANE LHpsnAMIIRAUEN 2 MufeduALaz AU
LR (W3eduda) Gvisgmsouuszyauds  SRed iy “inaen” was
fufildu “dad” fevaflsmnanisdioanaeniwiusitadenlyes
fennfitBoduanlvinanisin “anad” unadn “Anada” 1deens
“oulanefieny” Aluwmuiufidu “inien” spsnnsiLazanny
in “Fad” so3uysinTesasnaniaaauas ((dsasuAafaly
A% 1BueB29et “aluBnTTatndudge”, uvAnedunfes, 2536:108-111)
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isnsnsanefiazagdlain degusdanugaudlelua
Usngnsallsundiidnuinnesanisudl  feudionssuaznufineide
A1 o Afogsaulvgazidunislinwianudlafoafudegmu
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sysnAnneafsadesfiuiusiusfiezdlsiliymisadiAnaniu
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ldezdutlgylsadiin Jgmwssswdn  dguidnsseursia
Heyvadn Jgyvifwasen wazBamsvuiiymiiudonnreansn §2uud
\Anadesdniusidonlos fumassdadammarsegiualasoaiiofn-
FIUNIM BT NIBILTENAIUTS 20-30 AN UNTIRU L3 NTITARAM

”

WABUTIgn sl ‘BT “1wld” wer “ANszednELeni1aTRg” we
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flon” (Capitalism) Werdalsafifo “Aweman” way “adnden
Waun” iy Fuazfannuienvenaswad twanzasiu faavsedd
ezFsnaUS i sransuilananaunisg wieasne1aesfosdu

w1 “on” snulvsiviann o @2 A8 side effects sioafige
ismevheslsuazvhernslsiudaly 2

IANTEIUNLNIINETUAZI AN IT0eN &) Alferdesnief
endesiudeslandidinlasass uazienssawfnenidevisensisan
asdsygndnnunfiAsafiy “Tandl” vio “wgeusns” ald wuin
wam s Az Toudoisuoune i wnlouts  weenaINIeng o 14
WnaevaeLdyseefiu lidnezduwulouiswssniasanfiiiaafuns
finwn ngwane AsRneEnwasWaneld nsTasRda SN anfign
dodlugeny nsisgresUfulfounlounalunsWandssine 181 Fa
a1l inulounsuazanasn e dwReARe e TaL L T
AsUHTRle whRsArevnnluide  asfneAemunisiawlouae
TasanIvisesnasAseng 5 inaflUU SR vsen1sAnmuneanE 3N
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HaNTENUIBIUlEUNE  IATINTTLAZANTIENIATATTANS o tasnd T uilu
at9ls? Imannsioauslnn? sin woiddeyasmdisioonn

Winfinsu SlATan1sre9nninIud1e 5 HeveenennsTgusy
wnrufiafinnafsafunistestu uwazwaladlymlaaginelmadivin
wazlaadinald  uuvaalasanisseiu wielusndn 20 Tasenslu
F29380 10 I uNT  wesnanarldnlassniniuafiiAsuriavae
ulasenisfinereinezidiluunsnuss (intervention) ludoguniu
(supply) 3odofudn sanvensounT ez gTussadnfalugulvg
vIoufoufavuadumsiauiuin Siipavdensosedlasonmannsiug
Iunsiufungudu viu ngudnvienfier nqudiacdndiag (dudu
Tassnanafinslasensfudunsulaussdosfiutiym wagulvg
gpalasensinanlazidunsdfiunms lusulasiunis 134 n1sinedn
WiomalinsfineT wienslvnnaidmngraie vienswamnele
winldunssmssfiupunismsdayaldfuduAnuioTogu ngawatu
NENAT wazRgNATNTNTU LTUdU (ESCAP, 1991 : 27-50)

wetflssanilyvwdedangmssllauadidndudosfiAndeefiu
Haguee o lunspszdudaein fnnsdinmydldiiuniwianses
“Usngnsel” Anudsuaduindwds “Usngnisel” Afiesnannas
MusmAuszuinsihegUsedviedogde (demand) (FeflaTuedod
\uaurinstiu it wisawlufsmarenainnanmavaioaiwisan)
wazdgUnu (supply) viedhngee FoludogUnudifiordosfun
szfuiluanyans Aseuns? LAz nfain wNedsianslvigUxas
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n¥nELREuALINYEe vioyalagantisunsineneale whsaz sy
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wioneimwensldiu o Ald wdisezdoadlaineduaznnginges
$19MNBIDAT N T TZE UL waz RanIZNLABAULAZ UADALIN

Fatim aaBeaeninen “Tialmadihdin”  f59daenssimnsine
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1 swiudeen/sziusana deasiadeulamefennfiBeduae
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UL EFAY ITUUMIFNELRS IS UL TWUTTIN LTW
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INTRODUCTION

More than one million children become prostitutes every year
and the majority of them are in Asia. Children are kidnapped, bought
from villages and sold in the cities or abroad by organized syndicates or
individuals. A large proportfon of these children are forced into
prostitution or used for pornographic purposes. The buying and selling
of children has become big business in Asia (ECPAT, 1992). Girls are
being brought into Thailand from the northern hilltribe areas, Burma,
southern China, Laos and Cambodia and sold into small town or city
brothels (Friends of Women Foundation, 1992). Large numbers of
Nepalese girls are sold into brothels in Indian cities and Taiwanese tribal
and aboriginal girls into brothels in Taipei (Child Workers in Asia,

1991). Young girls from China, Vietnam and Laos have been procured

Visiting Researcher, Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol
University, Since June - December 1993.
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by agents to provide sexual services for sex tourists and military

personnel in Cambodia (Foundation for Women, 1990).

Child prostitution in Thailand involves both boys and girls, but
it affects a much greater number of girls. This report focuses on female
child prostitution in Thailand. The word "“child” is taken to mean those
under 18 years of age, in accordance with the Convention on the Rights
of the Child. The definition for child prostitution refers to the sexual

exploitation of a child for remuneration in cash.

The sexual exploitation of children in Thailand has increased
dramatically in recent years. It occurs in most parts of the country and is
not only confined to the larger towns and tourist areas. Small brothels
can also be found in smaller towns, particularly in the northern region.
It is not possible to say when the exploitation of girl children first
occurred in Thailand. However, studies show that it has a long history
(Rutnin, 1992; Green, undated) and has only recently began to attract
the attention of researchers and policy makers (Naowarat, .198%8;

Archarvanitkul and Havanon, 1990).

The concern for child prostitution increased when the
government of Chuan Leekpai took office in September of 1992. The
Prime Minister has promised to eliminate child prostitution during his
term in office. As a result, brothels known to engage children have been

raided and closed. While these direct venues of child prostitution have
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closed, indirect ones such as restaurants, pubs etc have remained
opened and business continues as usual. Cases of girls operating in
public places after they have been dismissed or using fake identity cards

have also been reported (Bangkok Post, 1993).

The aim of this report is to present an overall picture on the issue
of child prostitution. Available literature is often confined to specific
aspects of the problem. The information was derived from books,
research documents, newspapers and these from various universities.
Information gathered from discussions held with staff members of Non-
governmental Organizations and girls working in prostitution in

Bangkok and Chiangmai was also used.

The paper is divided into six sections. Firstly, estimates of child
prostitutes and the methods employed to arrive at these numbers are
presented. The reasons why children enter this profession are discussed
next. Emphasis is made on economic development, poverty and child
prostitution. Poverty here refers not only to the lack of material wealth
but also that of social and spiritual values. The factors influencing the
demand for children are then presented followed by the methods of
recruiting these children into the sex trade. The effect of prostitution on
the children is presented next. Lastly, the strategies that have been

adopted to address the problem are broadly discussed.
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CHILDREN IN PROSTITUTION - HOW MANY?

The exact number of children engaged in prostitution in Thailand
is unknown and in a real sense unknowable (Guest, forthcoming).
Child prostitution is illegal and has been the target of highly publicized
attempts by the government to eliminate its occurrence. Hence, the
sexual activities of children are highly concealed and counting the
numbers working in commercial sex is an impossible task. However,
this has not hindered attempts to generate estimates of the children
involved which vary from 13,000 to 800,000.

The highest estimate of child prostitutes comes from the Centre
for the Protection of Children's Right which states that there are
800,000 children under 18 years working in the commercial sex sector
countrywide. The Foundation for Women and Friends of Women
Foundation (personal communication, 1993) do not consider this
estimate to be unrealistic, taking into account the increase in the number
of indirect sex venues where children are employed as sex workers
under the facade of some other activity. In support of this Khun
Thanawadee, the coordinator of Friends of Women Foundation, cites
the numbers of cafes, salons, shops etc in Bangkok and other provinces
where sex services are offered. Furthermore, she observes, "... Non-
Governmental Organizations working in the countryside have confirmed
there are no young girls left in the villages and these children are not in

school either”.
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The Centre for the Protection of Children's Rights suggests the
number of child prostitutes is 40 per cent that of adult prostitutes. The
centre first estimated the number of sex-related service establishments
nationwide with data derived from cases in which the centre had been
involved. These establishments were divided into brothels and places of
entertainment that employ commercial sex workers. The first category
totals about 20,000 while the second is estimated to be about 40,000,
giving a total of 60,000 sex-related establishments (Forum, 1993). The
number of women working in these establishments was taken to be 35
in average and was multiplied by 60,000, the total number of places, to
give 2 million adult prostitutes. The number of child prostitutes, 40 per
cent of the 2 million, is 800,000. There are four million females ranging
between 11 to 17 years recorded in the 1990 population census. The
centre's estimate can therefore be interpreted to mean that 20 per cent, or
one of every four females in this age group is a prostitute, a number that
is evidently too high. Sappasit Kumbrapan, the coordinator of the
centre, agrees that their figures are higher than others and have been

derived more from experience rather than data.

Other estimates of the numbers of child prostitutes are much
lower. Sittitrai and Brown (1991) of the Thai Red Cross Society, claim
the number of child prostitutes is 30,000 to 40,000, twenty per cent of
aduit CSWs. The researchers used ethnographic methods to establish
the number of sex establishments and CSWs in Bangkok and other

provincial areas. The mapping of sex service establishments was
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undertaken by male research assistants and clients of commercial sex
workers. These researchers established the location of every sex work
site in the immediate vicinity through contacts with key informants and
discussions with both clients and workers at the sites. Based on the
findings, the number of adult CSWs in Thailand was estimated to be
between 150,000 to 200,000. Guest (forthcoming), a demographer
from Mahidol University, agrees with the above estimates of CSWs and

child prostitutes.

Guest uses two demographic methods to calculate the proportion
of the female population who are engaged in prostitution. The first
method estimates by risk factor. Four variables: 1) living in an urban
area; 2) living apart from the family; 3) a migrant within the last 5 years;
and 4) not attending school are used. This information is derived from
the 1990 census data of females aged 11 to 17 years, according to which
there were four million females in that age group. The first group is the
no risk group and is comprised of children who are living in rural areas,
non-migrant, living with family members and attending school. This
group totals to about [.19 million. The second group, the low risk
group, has a total of 2.69 million females out of four million. The high
risk group, from which nearly all female child prostitutes would be
drawn, comprises of those females who are in all four high risk
categories and contains 67,000 persons, or 1.7 per cent of the female
population aged 11 to 17. Based on these findings, the number of child
prostitutes is suggested to be between the range of 30,000 and 100,000,
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involving approximately 0.7 per cent to 2.5 per cent of the girls aged

11-17.

The second method estimates the number of child prostitutes
from the total number of CSWs. Information on the age at which
women enter the sex industry, derived from micro surveys, is used as
an indirect measure of the proportion of CSWs who enter the profession
before the age of 18. This figure was then applied to estimates of the
total number of adult CSWs to determine the number of CSWs under
the age of 18. Guest believes that the proportion of child prostitutes is
16-18 percent of the total CSWs. Based on 200,000 as the total number
of CSWs, he suggests the number of child prostitutes to be between a
range of 27,000 and 90,000 and takes 36,000 as the most likely

estimate.

The estimate from the Venereal Diseases Section of the Ministry
of Public Health is the lowest. Health officials undertake a door-to-door
head count of CSWs at brothels and places of entertainment twice
yearly. The Ministry concedes that the estimate derived from the survey
is also supported by the number of patients who receive treatment for
venereal diseases at public health clinics throughout the country.
According to their findings, there were 6,026 establishments with a total
of 75,376 adult prostitutes in 1992. The proportion of children among
the total female prostitute population is suggested to be 13,000 -

15,000. This number is too low and although the Ministry's survey is
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collected systematically, there may be a counting error stemming from
the field officers who conduct it. It is probable that the numbers of
commercial sex workers are underestimated owing to the increase in

indirect prostitution.

Several observers have argued whether there is need to obtain an
accurate estimate of the number of child prostitutes in Thailand. Guest
believes that the information we have so far from micro studies, police
reports and the large number of young girls in "special occupations”
who contact sexually transmitted diseases is enough to determine that
child prostitution occurs at levels which constitute a social problem. And
resources that are spent in establishing the number of child prostitutes

might be better spent in helping to find remedies to the problem.

WHY CHILDREN ENTER PROSTITUTION

In following the West, Thailand has adopted economic policies
which have attempted to transform an economy that was dependent
almost completely on agriculture to an economy that has a higher
proportion of its national product derived from export of industrial
goods and provision of services (Santasombat, 1992). This model of
development has destroyed the diversity and integrity of the local
economies and social organizations which had hitherto sustained the
rural people. Low and fluctuating market prices and more mechanized

farming methods, coupled with exploitation by the local elite have made



farmers bankrupt, forcing them off the land in search of work in urban
areas. These rural migrants often settle in slums and as they are
pressured to meet the demands of modern life, family members often
resort to alcoholism and drug abuse thereby increasing pressures on
family relationships (Ekachai, 1991). Children may find themselves

neglected and therefore become easy prey for the sex trade.

Those farmers who opt to remain in the rural areas are locked in
a cycle of debt, borrowing money for modern agriculture-machinery,
chemical fertilizers and pesticides, and for basic needs such as food,
clothing and housing. In addition to these needs is their desire for
consumer goods. Consequently, many have to sell their land and with
no other alternatives, send their children to the cities to work in order to

send money home (Klausner, 1981; Srisang, 1990).

The industry in Thailand at present requires a great amount of
cheap labour. But since the supply of unskilled labour has grown faster
than the demand, the general level of wages can be kept low. Children
as supplementary wage earners in the family have an even lower wage,
and their income goes part of the way in relieving a desperate situation.
As a result, some families have resorted to selling their daughters into
prostitution because it offers increased income opportunities compared

to other occupations (Godley, 1991).
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A closer look at the issue of child prostitution reveals that apart
from material poverty, other factors may explain why children enter this
profession. Studies show that a large number of child prostitutes come
from the northern province (Redd Barna, 1989; Archavanitkul and
Havanon, 1990). Researchers believe that the numbers from the north-
eastern province, the poorest region in the country, are increasing.
However, surveys on CSWs confirm that a large proportion of girls
from the north enter the sex sector as children compared to other regions

(Boonchalaksi and Guest, forthcoming).

One theory given to explain the tendency of the northerners to
sell their children into prostitution is that the girls from this region have
a fairer skin complexion compared to their counterparts in the north-east
or the south, and are thus considered to be more beautiful. Another
theory relates to their cultural history. While the rest of Thailand lived
mainly in peace, the area in the north, the Kingdom of Lanna, was
constantly being invaded and colonized by neighbouring countries. It
was the custom to use women from the area to placate the occupying
forces (Skrobanek, 1988).

Furthermore, a poor family with urgent need of money had the
legal right to use their children as loan collateral during the Ayuttaya
period to early Rattanakosin period (13th-19th century A.D.) when
slavery was legal (Pairoh, 1976 cited in Archavanitkul and Havanon,

1990). Women therefore were traditionally regarded as slaves, mis-
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tresses and concubines who could be traded like goods. It is believed
that people in this region continue to regard women in this way and this
has increased the inhabitants' willingness to allow their young women

to be recruited into prostitution (Foundation for Women, 1988).

Over-consumerism is another major factor embedded in a
capitalist economy. Studies suggest that an important driving force for
allowing, urging or forcing daughters to work in prostitution, is the
need for better material standard of living from parents who are not
always really poor. Even those parents who first send children to work
in prostitution in order to repay debts return their children to the brothels
and take new loans after the debts have been repaid in order to increase

their comfort (Foundation for Women, 1990).

While the villagers are constantly exposed to modern and
luxurious consumer goods through advertisements in the mass-media,
their income from selling agricultural produce is meagre. Along with the
importation of foreign technology and material comfort comes a frenzied
desire for more. A survey conducted in selected villages of child
prostitutes rescued from brothels shows that 10 percent of the families
which sold their daughters earn an average income of more than fifteen
thousand Baht a year. The survey further revealed that the majority (58
percent) of these families have colour television and 32 percent have

both colour television and video player (Srisang, 1990).
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Wealth has become the new symbol of respect and people are
regarded as progressive by the amount of wealth they possess
regardless of how the money is attained. A large amount of remittances
from prostitutes is spent on consumer goods or building new houses to
compete with other villagers. In Muang Deng Noi Village in Chiang
Rai district, for example, the most important event is celebrating the
completion of a new house. On such occasions, invitations are even
announced via loudspeakers to ensure that all the villagers are well
informed. Food and alcohol expenses are paid by the host, irrespective
of whether the family can actually afford such an extravagance. The
bigger the feast, the more the prestige among fellow villagers

(Tingseng, 1990).

Being a prostitute to support one's family has become an
acceptable value of villagers in several communities in the north. And
despite the risk of beatings and disease, many girls sold by their parents
or neighbours into prostitution return home with honour and then repeat
the cycle by sending their own daughters or those of neighbours into
prostitution (Phongpaichit; 1982). Girls who do not comply to their
parents' wishes are regarded as ungrateful and irresponsible. Even older
people, who are often entrusted with informal education in the
community, do not seem to object to prostitution (Santasombat, 1992).
The lure for consumer goods has eroded their morality. The religious
institution is also part of the problem. Monks, whose goal in the past

has been to own nothing, would now like to build big temples with a
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big Buddha. The money often comes from the village girls engaged in
prostitution who would like to earn merit. Businessmen, some of whom

have profited from the sex trade, also give donations.

However, some villagers in the north are opposed to the sale of
children and in one such village in Chiang Rai, none has been sold for
several years (Foundation for Women, 1988). The villagers believe that
procuring personal possessions through the sale of their children is

against their beliefs.

An analysis of the individual factors contributing to girls
entering prostitution shows that only 10 per cent of them entered
willingly while 90 per cent entered because of sheer economic
pressures, the desire to repay the debt of gratitude to their parents or

were deceived into it (National Youth Bureau, 1988).

There are children who realize that their parents are selling them
into prostitution which they themselves do not want, but, believe they
are fulfilling their obligations for the care and protection the parents gave
when raising them (Naowarat, 1988). As a dutiful daughter she
sacrifices her life to provide for the basic needs of other family members
by becoming a "fallen woman" and to bear this stigma through out her
life (Skrobanek, 1990). This care and support is seen as gaining merit

according to Buddhist principles (Podhisita, 1985).
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Yet others enter prostitution willingly due to the high value
accorded to material objects and evidence of the good income many
prostitutes earn. Girls visiting their home villages do not tell of the hard
life they lead and villagers judge their good fortune by their beautiful
dresses and jewelry, including the material gifts they buy for their
families. A survey carried out among school children in the north
revealed that some children would like to work as prostitutes (like "older
sister") when they grow up (Foundation for Women 1988). Girls dream
of coming to work in Bangkok and buying beautiful clothes for
themselves. Others have gradually been convinced by their friends who
are already in the profession of the high economic rewards of working
in prostitution and have changed from working in low paying jobs, such
as waitresses. As virginity is highly valued in Thai society, girls who
are raped often end up in prostitution because they feel they have lost

their self worth.

The most pitiable group are those that are deceived. These
children are promised work as domestic servants or waitresses but are
later forced into prostitution. A study of child prostitutes at the Centre
for the Protection of Children's Rights revealed that 13 out of 19 girls

had been deceived and forced into prostitution.
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WHY MEN DEMAND CHILD PROSTITUTES

The status of women in Thailand is considered to be higher than
in most other countries in Asia. However, a closer look reveals that their
position is still one of social and economic inferiority to their men. They
are frequently referred to as "the hind legs of the elephant”, which
implies that they are just as important as men in terms of economic
contribution but that their proper place is at the back, behind their men
and supporting them (Cooper, 1990). Thus a lot of stress is placed on
feminine values of beauty and service to men (Boonchalaksi and Guest,

forthcoming).

Studies on child rearing practices show that Thai parents train
girls more strictly than boys in sex role behaviour (Archavanitkul and
Havanon, 1990). Whereas virginity before marriage is the most
important value of a "decent" girl, sexual promiscuity is accepted and
practiced by boys without any social sanction (Skrobanek, undated).
"Culturally, Thai society flatters men for their promiscuity .... women's
magazines always advise women to tolerate the situation and accom-
modate themselves to it" (Hantrakul, 1983 cited in Godley, 1991). This
sexual freedom has contributed to the growth of the sex industry in
Thailand. Numerous studies have shown that 50 per cent of Thai men
have sex before 18 years, and most of them have their first sexual
experience with a sex worker (Sittitrai et al.,1992). Thai men justify sex

with prostitutes as a way of protecting the virtue of "good" women
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(Havanon et al., 1992). Thus it is believed that sex crimes would

increase if there were no brothels to cater for these men's needs.

There are other old existing traditions that tolerate and even
encourage the sex industry in Thailand. Senior officials visiting rural
areas are offered the local "flowers" as a sign of hospitality. This
tradition has now infiltrated the universities and business communities
(Khun Thanawadee, personal communication). There is a saying
amongst Thai men that one cannot say he has been to a place unless he

has had a "taste" of it.

International tourism has helped propel prostitution into an
increasingly large industry. Seventy per cent of the tourists visiting
Thailand are male, majority of whom come specifically for sex. In order
to be successful as a tourist destination, countries believe they must
offer new and different experiences to travellers. Child prostitution is
the newest tourist attraction offered by poor countries (ECPAT, 1992).
The demand for sex with young girls in Thailand comes mainly from

Asian and Arab tourists and local men (Rutnin, 1992; Skrobanek,1990).

The belief that a child has less risk of carrying AIDS makes
children attractive to agents advertising for "AIDS-free" services and
clients increasingly afraid of being contaminated with the virus.
O'Grady (1992) observes that customers at brothels have become very

selective. Whereas in earlier years they might not have objected to the
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age and condition of the prostitute and would often prefer an older and
experienced partner, there has been a marked change in attitude in the
last two years. Brothel workers, he further notes, claim that their
customers are particularly anxious to have a prostitute who "looks
healthy”. Since young children usually convey a stronger sense of
being healthy than older prostitutes, their demand is increasing at all
brothels. Many massage parlours in Thailand now have a separate room
at the back where selected customers can be taken to view girls, some as
young as ten and eleven years, whose health is guaranteed and whose

price is accordingly higher.

The preference for virgins, particularly among Middle Eastern
and Chinese clients, is another factor. These people pay large sums of
money to brothel owners for an attractive young girl who can be proved
to be a virgin (O'Grady, 1992). The Chinese believe that "deflowering"
and sleeping with a girl will revitalize the sexual potency of an old man
and make them prosper in business. Studies on child abuse show that
men who sexually abuse children usually fear sex with adult women and
feel secure with children (Daro, 1988) and may also explain why some

men prefer child prostitutes.

THE MIDDLEMAN

There are various techniques of procuring girls for the sex trade.

Agents may go directly to the villages to recruit girls by giving the
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parents a loan for which the girl pays back by working in the sex sector.
They also may approach poor girls directly and offer them work as
domestic servants, dancers or waitresses in Bangkok, and once there

force them into prostitution.

However, more recently the procurers are seeking the
cooperation of community members to ensure their supply. They make
contact with local people who are well known among the villagers to
contact the parents for them, and pay them for each successful contact.
In a village in Chiang Rai district, for example, the headman acts like a
middleman or broker for various agencies in Bangkok and other areas.
Teachers are also employed as agents and inform the sex brokers of the

pretty girls in their schools.

The temple is also an entry point for some brokers. They arrive
in the village for religious festivals disguised as merit-makers. Once
they are familiar with the monk it is easier for them to get more closely
in touch with the locals and their leaders, in order to get information

about poor families in the village.

According to Sompop Jantraka, the coordinator of the Daughters
Educational Programme in Chiang Rai province, procurers have made it
easier for girls to buy their freedom from brothel owners. They will get
a commission for every girl they introduce which goes to pay their

parents' debts. Once full repayment is made, these girls are free to
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return to their families or to continue as prostitutes without debt
(Bangkok Post, 1993). Parents of child prostitutes are offered the same
commission as their daughters to write off their debts. The parents have
also been assured that the responsibility of repaying the loan if their
daughters are arrested and sent back home lies with the brothel owner
who should have protected the children in the first place. As a result of
the above incentives and monetary rewards, close relatives and friends
have turned to deceiving others into prostitution and the brokers have

secured their supply.

THE EFFECT ON THE CHILDREN

The economic rewards of commercial sex work are attractive
when compared with other alternatives. However, the income derived
from this profession varies greatly between fancy massage parlours
which bring in more and cheap brothels with less income. The majority
of child prostitutes are engaged in brothels or low class bars where they

get only a fraction of what they earn.

The brothels often apply force to make unwilling children sleep
with customers. These children work long hours receiving up to ten
clients a day. The conditions in which majority of them live is
horrendous. According to EMPOWER (personal communication,
1993), the brothels in Chiangmai are like pits, invested with rats and

cockroaches. The water is unclean and the rooms dark and damp.



56

The brothel in Thailand has become the major source of HIV
transmission. Child prostitutes are reported to have the highest

proportion of HIV positives, exceeding 50 percent in some samples
(Hiew, 1992).

Those girls who work in bars face additional problems.
Constant exposure to loud music, poor lighting, and the air conditioned
atmosphere of the bars result to hearing loss and ear and skin infections.
Dancing in high-heeled shoes contributes to damaged feet and back

problems.

In general these children are susceptible to diseases and their
lifespan is short. Multiple infections lower their immune system to fight
off other infections. Many of them undergo repeated self induced
abortions without medical care afterwards. As prostitution conflicts with
the social values of "good" Thai women which emphasize modesty and

moral behaviour, prostitutes often suffer from low self esteem.
STRATEGIES ADOPTED TO ADDRESS THE PROBLEM
Rehabilitation
Until recently, the main approach adopted to deal with the

problem of child prostitutes by the government and Non-Governmental

Organizations (NGOs) has been to establish programmes which try to
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rehabilitate the wounded children and possibly train them for a new
lifestyle. These programmes, particularly that adopted by the
government, have had little success. Once children have been subjected
to the life of prostitution for even a short time, they find it extremely
difficult to return to normal living (Chutikul et al, 1987). This has led to
the realisation that the solution is to stop the trade in children entirely by

cutting it off at its source.

Preventive Programmes

Organizations invdlved in the problem of child prostitution have
realised the role of various actors in the community in dealing with the
problem of child prostitution. Kamla project of the Foundation for
Women focuses on rural school children and women as potential CSWs
in'an effort to prevent them from being lured into prostitution through
education. Awareness campaigns are important especially for those
children who may be deceived and forced into prostitution, but
communities must also be involved. Many projects focus on the
potential victims and their parents are displayed as criminals who sell
their children into prostitution for material comforts and, therefore, are

rarely involved.

In some communities, parents are angry with the teachers for
warning their daughters against prostitution and question whether they

would provide them with food and repay their debts, if their children
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would not enter the profession. Children, on the other hand, are
confused when prostitution is condemned in school but favoured by
parents at home (Foundation for Women, 1990). As we have shown in
the preveding pages, the problem of child prostitution is complex and
involves many factors at different levels. Programmes and resources
should be therefore decentralized to local communities to enable their
participation. Living close to the people would also enable government
and non-governmental organizations to better understand the situation,
which would facilitate the development of programmes that are based on

community needs and priorities.

The Law

Child prostitution is illegal in Thailand but the law is seldom
enforced. Moreover, police and government officials are often owners
of establishments or are given pay-offs to avoid arrest of brothel owners
(Sittitrai, forthcoming). Therefore instead of being the ones to provide a

solution to the problem, officials are often part of the problem.

Under pressure of the increasing criticism by child and human
rights activists on the increase in sexual abuse of children and the
inadequacy of the present law to deal with the problem, changes in
legislation have been discussed. A new tough prostitution bill which
concentrates on increasing the penalties against all those involved in

child prostitution, such as clients and procurers, is under consideration.
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Under the new law, parents who sell their children into prostitution will

also be punished by depriving them their parental rights.

However, harsher penalties do not mean the problem is solved
unless all parties concerned are really serious about enforcement.
Existing laws give the police full authority to take action against child
prostitution yet the sex trade continues to flourish. Article 277 of the
criminal law, states that one who has sex with a female not over 15
years and not his wife is liable to four to 20 years in prison and a fine of
8,000 - 40,000 Baht, whether the partner is willing or not. The offender
faces heavy penalties of life imprisonment and a maximum of 40,000

Babht fine if the partner is 13 years or younger.

Though the government has a clear policy on child prostitution,
there has yet to be a framework on how to tackle it. Merely closing
brothels and sending children back to their villages will not solve the
problem unless family needs, and the demand for child prostitutes are
addressed. Stamping out corruption among law enforcement officers
would be a step in the right direction. This would ensure that
entertainment places provide the sort of service they are licensed for and

those exploiting the children are punished according to the law.

Whereas punishing pimps, clients, agents and brothel owners is
of great significance in dealing with the problem of child prostitution,

punishing parents is questionable and may serve to weaken the rural
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family further. It is important to understand the situation in which
parents sell their children into prostitution as emanating from a system
of power relations that enables one group of people to buy another.
Parents, as well as their children are victims of the system. On a global
level, it is the same system that robs poor countries, making Thais
willing to sell anything they have to be like the foreigners. Meaningful
change might be possible if those in power, both in and outside
Thailand, start to ask themselves how they are part of the system that

exploits others (Ekachai, 1991).

CONCLUSION

Child prostitution remains a widespread practice in Thailand
despite the government's efforts to eliminate its occurrence. A great deal
of time and money is spent on establishing the exact numbers of
children involved in the sex sector. This however is an impossible task
as child prostitution is highly concealed and resources should be spent
on finding solutions to the problem. The co-operation of government
agencies and non-governmental organizations in this endeavour is
necessary. However, current estimates on the numbers of child
prostitutes divide them with the government providing the lowest figure
of 13,000, and the Centre for the Protection of Children's Rights the
highest (800,000). Do we need to come up with an exact number in
order to start searching for remedies? Researchers using credible

methods seem to agree on approximately 36,000. This need not be the
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correct figure of children working in prostitution, but it can serve as a
starting point. If we set this as our goal and tried to eliminate this
number, we would be moving forward. As we meet to discuss the
numbers involved, the agents are already in the communities
establishing even better contacts and are ensured of their supply for a

long time.

The force that drives parents to subject their children to the life
of prostitution is not merely material poverty but also an erosion of
values. The economic model adopted by the government has created
tremendous imbalances in the distribution of wealth and disrupted the
peoples' religio-cultural wisdom and heritage. The pursuit of material
wealth has led to a disruption of families and village communities.
Competition fuels selfishness, as a result of which harmony and
contentment in traditional life has started to disintegrate. Children have
always been a part of the family's labour force in traditional societies. In
the capitalist society however, where everything has a monetary value,
their economic value has overtaken those which place.a premium on

their life and development.

There is clearly a need for a balance between economic
development and social, cultural and spiritual values. Thailand need not
develop into a newly industrialized country in the next few years and
families do not require to maintain such a high level of luxury. The

urban elite cannot demand the rural population to curb their desires for
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material goods while they themselves continue to indulge. Buddhism
has historically been a counter-balance to this pursuit of materialism.
Today, however, there is less adherence to Buddhist doctrine and
philosophy and more observance of ritual and offerings. Like the
Christian religion in the West where people go to church on Sunday and
return to greed during the week, Thais offer lotus blossoms and quickly
return to the frenzy. More emphasis should be put on understanding and
putting dhamma to use and less on religious ceremonies and offerings
(Sivaraksa, 1986). Monks should serve as examples by leading a simple
life as the Lord Buddha taught instead of competing to build big

temples.

An educational programme which stresses communal and social
values is needed in rural communities. People should care for the well-
being of the whole community. Economic gains should be for the whole
community, which works together to attain it instead of competing with
each other. Communities should also be made proud of their cultural

heritage.

The ability of the communities to solve their problems should
not be under-estimated. If projects are to be successful, they must
involve them in the design and implementation of these programmes.
The few communities that have resisted to sell their children into
prostitution should be used as model villages for the others to learn from

them.
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While working towards improving the socio-economic and
spiritual conditions of communities, we should bear in mind that the
reason there is a supply is because there is a demand. Laws that punish
the exploiters are important but the enforcement officials must be
mobilized to carry them out. However, criminal sanctions alone are not
enough as there are psychological and cultural reasons why men

demand sex with children. Literature on this area is highly lacking.

The methods of recruiting girls have become more complex.
Government welfare workers should be decentralized to the
communities so they can keep abreast with the situation. They can

intervene when agents approach parents offering them jobs.

The effect of prostitution on the children is not only on their
physical health but even more the damage to their psyche. Rehabilitation
programmes have to be designed to cater for both these needs. Children
have to be treated with compassion and not as criminals if they are
expected to improve. Societal attitudes that discriminate against, rather
than sympathize with, child prostitutes make their rehabilitation process
more difficult. It is therefore of paramount importance that welfare
workers under whose care they fall, have the interests of these children
at heart. Whereas rehabilitation is necessary for those who have been

caught in the trade, emphasis must be on prevention.
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Guesstimating the Unestimateable: The
Number of Child Prostitutes in Thailand.

Philip Guest *
Introduction

The latest estimate of numbers of prostitutes in Thailand to make
national and international media headlines was 2.8 million, of whom
800,000 were stated to be below the age of 18. As recently as
November 9, 1993, this number was contained in an editorial on child
prostitution published in a Thai Newspaper (The Nation, 1993). The
estimate, one of a number that have obtained legitimacy because they
have been printed in respected news journals, must be evaluated against
news reports of statements from politicians who claim that there are very
few prostitutes in Thailand, at most 70,000 to 80,000, with only a small
proportion of these being child prostitutes. How can a simple matter of

counting produce such divergent numbers?

The answer is that counting commercial sex workers (CSWs) is
not simple. Those working in the sex industry do not want to be
counted. Adult prostitution is illegal in Thailand, although it operates

with relative freedom from prosecution if not persecution. Furthermore,

Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University.
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prostitution is not considered by most to be an honorable occupation.
Hence employment as a commercial sex worker is often hidden behind a
facade of other occupations. This makes identification and enumeration

very difficult.

Child prostitution is also illegal. But unlike adult prostitution it
is the target of very public attempts by the government to eliminate it.
Therefore, even more that adult prostitutes the exact number of child
prostitutes is unknown, and in a real sense is unknowable. This has not
hindered attempts to generate an estimate of the numbers involved.
Many of these estimates can be shown to be improbable -- either too
high or too low -- but because of any systematic treatment of the subject

the estimates are often accepted as real.

The aim of this brief paper is to provide a range of credible
estimates of the number of child prostitutes who, at any one time, are
working in Thailand. The legal definition of child prostitution involving
those persons aged under 18 who provide sexual services on a
commercial basis if used in the following analysis. Because of the
availability of data, and because they are likely to comprise all but a few
percent of child prostitutes, the analysis is restricted to female child

prostitutes.
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Children at Risk

One method of delimiting the number of children at risk of
engaging in prostitution is to examine the numbers of children in high
risk groups. Not all, or even a majority, of children in these groups will
engage in prostitution. And undoubtedly some of the children outside
of these groups offer sex for money. But through the judicious use of
data it is possible to provide estimates of the probable numbers

involved.

To identify these numbers estimates of the total population
across categories of the groups selected are required. The census is the
only reliable source of such information. Unpublished 1990 census
data are used in the following calculations. Specifically, the 1.2 percent
sample of the 1990 population census is used to generate cross-
tabulations on characteristics that have been shown in micro-surveys to

be associated with working as a child prostitute.

Census data, although the only data available for the task, is far
from an ideal source for the purposes of estimating risk groups. The
Thai census is undertaken on a de jure basis and hence in some cases
children employed as prostitutes in an area, usually an urban area, may
be enumerated in their rural place of origin. Also it is likely that some

children in the sex industry would not be counted at all.
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However analysis of the quality of the census suggest that
under-enumeration at teenage ages is not a major problem in Thai
censuses (Luther et al. 1986). At ages 11 to 17 there were slightly over
8 million persons counted in the 1990 census of whom 51 percent were
males and 49 percent female. Both the total numbers and the sex ratio
are consistent with the adult age structure and known mortality patterns.
The total number of females aged 11-17 was approximately 4 million in
1990. The current number in this age group is approximately the same
because of the reductions in fertility that occurred in the 1970s.
Therefore, 4 million can be taken as the base population when
calculating the proportion of the female population who are child

prostitutes.

It is possible to further differentiate the base population in terms
of potential risk. Several variables are used in the attempt to provide a
rough estimate of groups at high risk of becoming child prostitutes.
Based on the available information in the census and the results of
qualitative studies and micro-surveys four variables are identified that

can be used to differentiate risk groups.

The first variable is area of current residence. Child prostitution
is largely found in urban centers. For this analysis urban areas are
defined as municipal areas and those peri-urban areas referred to as
sanitary districts. These areas contain approximately 30 percent of the

population. Related to urban residence is migration status. Most survey
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data confirm that CSWs do not work in the same area where they are
raised. For example, in the survey of provincial brothel workers
conducted by Boonchalaksi and Guest (forthcoming) all of the CSWs
interviewed had migrated into the town to work. Migrants are defined as
those persons who have lived in their current place of residence for less

than five years.

Partially overlapping the migration variable is a measure of co-
residence. Two groups are identified: those living with family members
and those living apart from family members. This identification is based
on the census question of relationship to household head. It is expected
that the highest risk group is those children who are living apart from
other family members. The final variable relates to school attendance.
Those children currently attending school are assumed to be at low risk

while those not attending school are treated as being at higher risk.

In Table 1 estimates of numbers of female children in the three
groups are provided. The high risk group, is the group from where
nearly all female child prostitutes would be drawn, is defined in terms of
being in all four high risk categories: living in an urban area, a migrant,
living apart from their family and not attending school. The no risk
category is comprised of children who are in all four low risk categories:
living in rural areas, non-migrant, living with family members and
attending school. The middle category, that for want of a better term is

called “low risk', even though the vast majority are probably not at risk,
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involves a combination of high and no risk membership on the four

variables.

TABLE 1
Distribution of Female Children Ages 11-17 Among Risk Groups:
by Age

Age No Risk Low Risk High Risk
Total
11 353,451 (63.5) 202,266 (36.3) 796 (0.1) 556,513 (100.0)
12 290,677 (49.0)  301.450 (50.8) 1,348 (0.2) 593,475 (100.0)
13 193,994 (32.7) 395278 (66.6) 4,436 (0.7) 593,708 (100.0)
14 126,589 (23.3) 409,863 (75.4) 6,871 (1.3) 543,323 (100.0)
15 102,272 (17.5) 465,625 (79.7) 16,116 (2.8) 584,103 (100.0)
16 72,717 (K.5) 448,028 (83.2) 17,899 (3.3) 538,644 (100.0)
17 57,541 (10.5) 469,468 (85.8) 20,153 (3.7) 547,162 (100.0)

N 1,197,241 (30.3) 2,691,978 (68.0) 67,619 (1.7) 3,956,838 (100.0)

Data Source: 1.2 percent microdata sample of 1990 Thai Census

Note: Numbers in parentheses are percentages
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As expected the numbers in the high risk group increase with
age. Overall this category contains 67,619 persons, or 1.7 percent of
the female population aged 11 to 17. At age 11 the percentage is 0.1
and increases to 3.7 at age 17. The largest increase occurs between the
ages of 14 and 15 and is a result of the large numbers of children who
leave school at age 14. The no risk category comprises 30.3 percent of
the population of female children aged 11-17. At the youngest ages the

majority of the population are in this category.

It is the high risk category that provides the best estimate of the
potential number of female child prostitutes. However, to obtain a
clearer understanding of the low risk category the distribution of
children on each of the four indicators is shown in Table 2. Taken
individually the percentages indicate that only a minority of girls are in
categories that confer high risk. For example, only 9 percent had
migrated in the five years prior to the census and only 13 percent were

living apart from their family at the time of the census.

Based on these distributions, the low risk category contains a
relatively small number of children who might be considered at
secondary risk of entry into the sex industry. A credible range of
estimates on the number of female child prostitutes based on the data
presented in Tables 1 and 2 would be 30,000 to 100,000 would be
reasonable. This would involve approximately 0.7 percent to 2.5

percent of girls aged 11-17. If the estimate of 800,000 suggested by the
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Children's Rights Protection Center was accurate this would mean that
20 percent of girls age 11-17 were prostitutes; a level that is clearly not
likely given factors such as school attendance and geographical

distribution.

TABLE 2
Distribution of Female Children Ages 11-17 in Low Risk Category:
on Identifying Variables

Identifying Variables Yes No

1. Living apart from family 350,485 (13.0) 2,341,493 (87.0)
2. Attending school 922978 (34.3) 1,769,000 (65.7)
3. Living in urban area 1,041,417 (38.7) 1,650,561 (61.3)
4. Migrant in last five years 248,046 9.2) 2,443,572  (90.8)

Data Source: 1.2 percent microdata sample of 1990 Thai Census
Note: Numbers in parentheses are percentages.

! Includes 69,899 whose attendance is unknown.

Total Number of Commercial Sex Workers

Most estimates of the number of child prostitutes are derived
from estimates of the number of adult CSWs. This is a result of the
greater relative ease of obtaining the numbers of adult CSWs. Basing

the numbers of child prostitutes on total numbers of prostitutes requires
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knowing the number of CSWs. However, this itself is an area open to
disagreement. The estimate from the Children's Rights Protection
Center that stated that there are 800,000 child prostitutes also estimates
that there are 2,000,000 prostitutes aged 18 and over. In one respect
their methodology of estimation is similar to what is undertaken here:
they suggest that the number of child prostitutes is 40 per cent the
number of adult prostitutes. They calculate the number of adult
prostitutes by taking the estimated number of sex establishments,
adjusting this number and then multiplying the number of
establishments by an estimated number of women working in each
establishment, to obtain a total of around 2 million CSWs. The number

of child prostitutes, 40 per cent of the 2 million, is 800,000.

There are two main differences between the estimates of the
Children's Rights Protection Center and those proposed here. The main
difference relates to the number of adult prostitutes. There were
approximately 8.3 million women aged between 15 and 29 recorded in
the 1990 census. This is the age range from where the vast majority of
CSWs are drawn.  Approximately one-third of these 8.3 million
persons, or somewhat less than 2.8 million, live in municipal areas or
large sanitary districts (ie. areas generally considered urban). Since it is
generally agreed that the majority of prostitutes in Thailand operate from
urban areas an estimate of 2.8 million CSWs equals the urban

population of women in the high risk ages.
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Other estimates put the number of CSWs somewhat lower.
Godley (1991) provides estimates of numbers of prostitutes based on
interviews with experts and other sources. She indicates that the most
commonly cited figure is around 700,000 women. This is in the range
of 500,000 to 1 million that Muecke (1990) cites from a review of the
literature. This number of 700,000 constitutes around 8.5 percent of all
women aged 15-29 and about 25 per cent of urban women in those
ages. One of the few studies that attempted to rigorously estimate the
number of prostitutes, based mainly on ethnographic methods,
produced an estimate of between 150,000 and 200,000 prostitutes
(Sittitrai and Brown, 1991). If 175,000 was taken as the estimate this
would constitute 2.1 per cent of all women aged 15-29 and around 7.3
per cent of urban women at these ages. These numbers, especially the
latter, still appear high but are possible given existing employment data.
Press reports indicate that the police department estimate is also in the

range of 150 to 200 thousand.

The estimate that is the lowest, and that is most systematically
derived, is obtained from the Venereal Disease Section of the Ministry
of Public Health. It undertakes a twice yearly survey of sex
establishments in order to determine the number of women working in
sex establishments. In 1992 there were 6,026 establishments recorded,
with a total of 75,376 commercial sex workers (CSW's). An extensive
interpretation of changes in the numbers by sector of the sex industry is

provided in Boonchalaksi and Guest (forthcoming), however, for the
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purposes of the current exercise the main point to note is the trend away
from traditional venues for providing sexual services such as hotels,

brothels and massage parlors to “other' venues such as restaurants.

In many of the sectors the figures are probably reasonable
approximations, although the adequacy of the data can vary province by
province according to the level of diligence of local officials. The
numbers that the health officials provided for the area where a small
survey of CSWs was conducted (see Boonchalaksi and Guest,
forthcoming) agreed with the researchers assessment and those of other
local people interviewed by the researchers. Where understatement of
prostitutes does occur it is most likely to happen in those places where
the prostitution is “indirect’; ie. where the main function of the
establishment is something other than commercial sex. This could
happen in the case of restaurants, discos etc. Because of the trend in
offering sexual services from places such as restaurants, pubs and
public places that traditionally have not been used as places for obtaining
sexual services it is probable that the numbers of provided by the
Ministry of Public Health are underestimates (see also Havanon et al.

1992 for a brief discussion of the adequacy of these figures).

The actual numbers are probably more in the region of 150-
200,000 estimated by Sittitrai and Brown (1991) and the Police
Department. The estimate of the low end of the range adopted here is

150,000. For the high end of the range 500,000 is adopted. It should
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be stressed that the range that is used in here is the best estimate of the
numbers working as CSWs at any particular point in time. Anyone who
has interviewed CSWs, however, is well aware that there is a large
degree on mobility in and out of the sector. In any one year it is likely
that considerably more women will have engaged in prostitution than is
reflected by the lowest number adopted here. The estimate of 500,000,
while unlikely, would not be unreasonable if a longitudinal estimate
rather than a point estimate was empléyed. If 500,000 was used as the
base for a one year definition it would mean that approximately 6
percent of women aged 15-29 participate in the sex industry during a
one year period. This would not correspond to a large increase of the
percentage of urban women participating in the sector as most CSWs are
from rural areas, and many return to rural areas when not employed in

the sex industry.
Proportion of Sex Workers who are Children

The second area of disagreement between the measures adopted
in the current exercise and those employed by other organizations relate
to the proportion of CSWs who are children (aged under 18). For
example, the Children's Rights Protection Center use a figure of 40 per
cent of adult prostitutes to estimate child prostitutes. This figure, based
primarily on experience, translates into 35 per cent of CSWs being child
prostitutes (2,800,000/800,000). The Ministry of Public Health, based
on their survey that identifies approximately 77,000 CSWs claims
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around 15,000, or 20 percent, are aged under 18. Sittitrai and Brown
(1991) also estimate that approximately 20 percent of adult CSWs are
aged under 18. Based on their estimate of the total number of CSWs as
being between 150,000-200,000 this would translate into 30,000-
40,000 child prostitutes (also see Archavanitkul and Havanon, 1990 for

a brief discussion of numbers of child prostitutes).

Actual surveys of CSWs provide much smaller proportions of
women aged below 18. For example, a large survey of CSWs in the
North and South of Thailand found only about 7 percent aged under 18
(IPS, 1992). A much smaller survey, carried out in brothels in a
province in the Central region and in Bangkok massage parlors found
only 6 per cent aged less than 18 (Boonchalaksi and Guest,
forthcoming). These percentages, if applied to an estimate of 200,000
CSWs suggest that there are 12,000-15,000 child prostitutes. A study
by Podhisita and others (1993), on the other hand found around 12

percent of respondents aged below 18.

There are several reasons to suspect that these proportions are
too low. Firstly, prostitutes under the age of 18 are unlikely to provide
interviewers with their true ages because of the pressure being made to
eliminate child prostitution. Secondly, most surveys of CSWs are
carried out in 'traditional’ sexual service venues such as brothels and
massage parlors. It is these venues that provide the easiest access to

CSWs because it is possible to identify and gain access to the
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establishments. Venues that are thought to have high numbers of child
prostitutes, such as certain restaurants, discos etc, are very rarely
studied. Finally, even traditional venues for sexual services are unlikely
to be open to researchers if large numbers of child prostitutes are

working there.

Therefore to obtain an estimate of the proportion of CSWs who
are aged under 18 a proxy needs to be employed. In this study
information on the age when women enter the sex industry is used to
develop the proxy. Specifically, the proportion of CSWs who enter
before the age of 18 is used to generate the estimate of the proportion of
new CSWs entering the sex industry who are aged 18 or under. This
proportion is then applied together with estimates of the turnover of
CSWs to derive the number of CSWs currently working who are under
the age of 18. The estimation is undertaken within a life-table
framework. The methods used would provide a reasonably accurate
cross-sectional estimate of the overall proportion of CSWs who were

child prostitutes if the following conditions held:

1. Surveys of CSWs from which the proportions are based
draw CSWs from all sectors. In other words, although no
information from those places that employ large numbers of
child prostitutes is available it is possible to proxy that

information by assuming that women move from these
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places to establishments from where it is possible to obtain
information.

2. There have been ‘no large changes in the proportions of
CSWs who are children over the last several years.

3. There have been no major changes in the overall numbers of
CSWs over the last few years.

4. The average time working as a CSW does not vary by age.
A cross-sectional estimate of the time spent as a sex worker

1s an accurate estimate of the level of turnover of CSWs.

It is unlikely that all these conditions hold. In terms of the first
condition, it is probable that many women who enter those sectors or
those establishments that specialize in child prostitution may not enter
sectors of establishments from where no data is available. This would
result in some degree of underestimation of the proportions. The
second condition is also questionable. While several people have
argued that the crackdown on child prostitution had reduced the
proportions of CSWs who are children other argue that the crackdown
has simply driven child prostitutes, and those children newly entering
the profession, into sectors where they are harder to detect. The third
assumption is important because the overall age composition of CSWs
is dependent on the levels of growth of the sector. Where the sector has
been growing rapidly the composition will be biased towards a younger
age structure. If there has been little growth, or decline, the opposite

would probably occur. The fourth condition assumes that in any cross-
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section the data is just as likely to capture persons who entered the

industry as children and those who entered as adults.

The fifth assumption is perhaps the most difficult to understand.

The proportion of the CSWs who enter prostitution before age 18
cannot be applied to the total estimated number of prostitutes to obtain a

cross-sectional estimate of the number of child prostitutes. If CSWs

stay in the sector for an average of several years the proportion of child

prostitutes in the population of CSWs would be considerably less than
the proportion who were children when they first started working as
prostitutes. An analogy can make this point clearer. Each year almost
100 percent of new entrants to the labor force are aged less than 25.

‘However, the proportion of the labor force who are aged less than 25 is

considerably less than 50 percent.

In this study simplified estimates of average length of time spent
in the sex sector are used to adjust for the effects of time spent working
in the sex industry. These estimates are based on cross-sectional
surveys asking about the length of time spent in the sex industry. A
review of the available survey data suggests that about 30-40 per cent of
women who enter the sex industry do so before they are aged 18. In
Table 3 information on age at entry for a small-scale survey of two
sectors is shown. In both sectors approximately 30 percent started
work in the sex industry before the age of 18. In a study that involved

almost 700 CSWs working in Bangkok and a Northeastern province



&9

almost 40 percent first worked in the sex industry before the age of 18,
with approximately 7 per cent entering before the age of 15 (Podhisita
and othe;s, 1993). In a study of 1006 CSWs carried out in the North
and the South, 4.4 per cent started work in the sex industry before the
age of 15 and a further 49.9 percent started work between the ages of 15
and 19 (IPS, 1992). In a study based on 220 women working in a
variety of sex sectors, Kanjana (1991) reported that 36 percent entered

the occupation at ages 14 to 16.

The average length of time spent working in the sex sector is not
reported in most studies but a few estimates are available. One of the
earliest studies, that looked at workers in massage parlors, found that
over 60 percent had worked as masseuses for less than 2 years
(Phongpaichit, 1982). The study undertaken by IPS reports a mean
length of time working in their current place of employment of 11.6
months and also found that almost 60 percent had not worked in any
other sex industry employment. The study conducted by Boonchalaksi
and Guest reports a median length of employment of between 1 and 2
years while the study carried out by Podhisita and others (1993)
indicates a median length of employment in the sex industry of two
years. These results suggest a very high rate of turnover in the sex
industry. Only a small proportion of women appear to spend a long

time working as a CSW.
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TABLE 3
Percentage Distribution of Age at Entry into Sex Industry
by Sector of Employment |

Age of Entry SECTOR
Brothels Ma§sage Parlors

13-15 19.2 11.1
16-17 11.5 18.5
18-19 25.0 27.8
20-21 13.5 14.8
22-23 15.4 7.4
24-25 5.8 1.9
26-29 3.8 16.7
30 and above 5.8 1.9
Total 100.0 100.0
N 52 54

Source : Boonchalaksi and Guest (forthcoming)

Estimates of Numbers of Child Prostitutes

Based on the literature available the following assumptions

needed to estimate the number of female child prostitutes are made.
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Approximately 35 percent of all women who commence work in the sex
industry in any 12 month period are aged less than 18. The age
distribution of those entering before the age of 18 is taken as the average
of the two sectors (brothels and massage parlors) shown in Table 3.
Yearly turnover rates are assumed to be 0.4 in the first year followed by
0.25 for each succeeding year. This produces a median length of
employment of almost 2 years but still results in 10 percent of CSWs
working for 7 or more years and 5 percent working for 10 or more
years. If the assumption is made that there have been no changes in the
numbers of new entrants over a decade the proportion of CSWs aged
less than 18 in a stable state is 16 percent. I’f a 5 percent yearly increase
in the numbers entering the sex industry over the last 15 years is
assumed the approximate percentage is 18. The latter figure is probably
more accurate than that based on the assumption of no change in
numbers. The use of the 18 percent as the proportion of adult CSWs
who are aged below 18 provides the range of estimates shown in Table
4:
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TABLE 4
Estimates of Numbers of Child Prostitutes at Assumed Total

Numbers of Commercial Sex Workers

Estimated Cross-Sectional Number of CSWs in 1993
150,000 200,000 300,000 400,000 500,000

Number of Child

Prostitutes 27,000 36,000 54,000 72,000 90,000
Number who entered

Sex Industry before

Age 52,500 70,000 105,000 140,000 175,000

Based on the available evidence, a number of 36,000 child
prostitutes is most likely to be correct. This is based on a total number
of CSWs of 200,000. Somewhere in the order of 70,000 of these
200,000 would have entered the sex industry as children. Not noted in
this table, but something that cannot be overlooked, are other children
who entered the sex industry as children but who exited before turning
18. In any cross-section of the population of children there are those
who are currently working in the sex industry (suggested here to be in
the order of 36,000), those who have never worked in the sex industry
(by far the majority of the child population), and those who had worked

in the sex industry but are not currently working in the industry. Given
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average ages of entry, the assumed length of time spent in the industry,
and the assumption that turnover rates do not vary by age the number of
child prostitutes who exit before the age of 18 would be somewhere in
the region of 18-20 thousand (based on the total number of CSWs being
200,000).

Conclusion

Given the controversy that surrounds the number of child
prostitutes currently operating in Thailand there is an obvious need to
provide a numerical range of the numbers involved. However, it is
debateable whether a-need exists to obtain an accurate estimate of the
number of child prostitutes in Thailand. Micro-studies, police reports
and the large number of young women in “special occupations' who
contract sexually transmitted diseases are enough to determine that child
prostitution does occur and occurs at levels that constitute a social
problem. Resources spent in establishing the exact number of child

prostitutes might be better spent in helping find remedies to the problem.

In fact it is questionable whether it is even possible to obtain
accurate numbers of child prostitutes. Survey approaches are unlikely
to be useful in this area because of the sensitivity related to working as a
CSW. A series of co-ordinated community studies might be sufficient
to provide enough information about the incidence of child prostitution

in different types of communities for community-specific rates to be
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used to generate a national estimate. In order to be successful this
approach would need to be extensive and intensive. Extensive in that a
large number of communities would need to be included. Intensive in
that investigators would need to understand and to some extent become
integrated into each community. To be feasible this type of research
design would require the co-operation of government agencies and non-
governmental organizations with extensive community roots. If other
more important information, such as relationships between places
employing child prostitutes and the local community, was collected in
addition to numbers the cost of this form of research might be

defensible.

Other approaches to estimation will necessarily be based on
indirect techniques that at their best provide rough estimates of the upper
and lower bounds of the possible numbers involved. Such estimates
can always be criticized because of the assumptions that need to be
employed to generate the estimates. The numbers presented in this paper
will not, and should not, be immune from criticism. However, the
analysis suggest that the estimates provide a credible range of the

possible number of child prostitutes.

Two types of analysis were presented in the attempt to estimate
the potential numbers of children involved in the sex industry. The first
approach focused on supply and attempted to measure the population of

female children at risk of working in the sex industry. The estimate of
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high risk involves approximately 67,000 children aged 11 to 17. This
comprises 1.7 percent of the female population at these ages. This
number includes most, but probably not all, children who might engage

in commercial sex activities.

The second form of analysis uses a form of synthetic cohort
analysis to estimate the proportion of all CSWs who are aged less than
18. These estimates are very sensitive to the base population of CSWs
used, the estimate of the proportion of new CSWs who are children and
the turnover of CSWs in the sex industry. However, based on previous
research, values were placed on each of these parameters and estimates
of child prostitutes generated. A low estimate of the number of child
prostitutes is around 27,000 while the upper limit is placed at 90,000.
The most likely number within this very broad range is around 36,000.
This estimate is also consistent with the numbers based on risk

characteristics.
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MEIfIMImanAlufufffuoadulain fedratu lunsénsas
Ton ndflumnusintszeadieng & 189 Boonchalaksi and Guest (ANS9#ANH)
WUIMEILIIManelFuawal i eawdang fea Aonnegnw
(Fnfienainniuludtinanedeifenfeoglufingorduiiagiiuionnda s 9)
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wan Rk Usiefiueia Afdfulasesfivnandosanfudiu
@adufudsifanuniendoutuduwdsnisgetiu) Taosmnise
Puunsudsffeondu 2 ngudaefin nguwsnfe ngufAindeenfoeg iy
ATOLAT 109109 Bnnguiungufifildeduegiunsauniafiaes s
uunausasngnofiafonluinz lndsnnsfiowden nudusiusiu
Wanrheiudeu ufanaingufidanudssgefiongudndlalfedoer
funseunize9dLed uazfulsigarinafion s ounieie LAnAA&s
Seunslofondlulsasou daindungafdanuiosiniudntalasou
witafoodlulsasoudedn dunguadnnaiaogs

Tumsed 1 Wunsenedszanadmawdnngefidanglungs
A9 5 3 nguAn ngufifanuieege Fadungufiisfadiloadidngn
wmzannngud wistungufienogluileiniesis 4 Fadedie anfi
orflwaains ufinefiu Sldodoodfiunsouniazesiaies uazlale
Adasounsiofony naufilulinguies e ngufAfiladuies 4 fadnfe
Adsenfoeglusuun WA dugiefiu anfioagiunseuniizesdiioausy
Adasouviiafiony Sanguvnisfonguiiiniudsnn uwiddiulvgazla
TenguiBeafiony Aonguiidiladnieege uae Hadndeadnssiuly (lals
fifla v fosgaunsiladeineina 4 6)
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SN 1 dszansngeeny 11-17 9 dwunewnguioatuseent

0y newlnLR e A uLE DA ag LR Boge 398

11 353,451 (63.5) 202,266 (36.3) 796 (0.1) 556,513 (100.0)
12 260,677 (49.0) 301,450 (50.8) 1,348 (0.2) 593,475 (100.0)
13 193,994 (32.7) 395,278  (66.6) 4,436 (0.7) 593,708 (100.0)
14 126,589 (23.3) 409,863 (75.4) 6,871 (1.3) 543,323 (100.0)
15 102,272 (17.5) 465,625 (79.7) 16,116 (2.8) 584,103 (100.0)
16 72,717 (13.5) 448,028 (83.2) 17,899 (3.3) 538,644 (100.0)
17 57,541 (10.5) 469,468 (85.8) 20,153 (3.7) 547,162 (100.0)
N 1,197,541 (30.9) 2,691,978 (68.0) 67,619 (1.7) 3,956,838 (100.0)

wideone:  @nzludsyrinsgd 2533 lddeynsvduganialapgudoisiooas
1.2

tadune:  fauntludadu () AsfRidaniss

NAMT9ENEN Ui mulsz NI uioegesionts
ulsadiRuduanuegfiunumudiannls nguadanuiesgefiinnm
67,619 A% vifonar 17 vesvszmnivgeeny -7 O dszansngud
ooy 11 9 zfianmbsaiudnsionss o.1 ussiAnduiu fonns 37
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ooy 17 9 fansaufiiAngegregiznineeny 14-15 9 Aeflidunann

PAMdngIuNneennlaiowionty 14 9 ngufitdanuidns

waefifenay 30.3 909 Uszmnvgeony 11-17 9 lungudl nguenndisiond

g0 (1 9) Wudsznnidulvgfige snngunsgefiies s udedinee

unsmedszanadiuwinrgsfdnzddulaadiin

5 NA 2 Uszrnsvdeeny 11-17 9 Feglunguiiaansiesdiuunas

S GIGHR
AL OGER 1% Tl
1. luldngfiunsounia 350,458  (13.0) 2,341,493 (87.0)
2, MASpuntisfon 1w 922,978 (34.3) 1,769,000 (65.7)
3. ogluyefing 1,041,417 (38.7) 1,650,561 (61.3)
a, \ugefiulugae s 4 248,046  (9.2) 2,443,572 (90.8)

wnaeoye:  dwzludszainif 2sss lfdeynszdugsninlaagudlattsionns

1.2

Modune: fauavludndy () Aedrindiuion

Ty93 351039709 69,899 A% AlinTuwddaifndausou

nilsRoogwinlid g
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Tum3199 2 iWunsusasnisnszneinwssaneaiaioloade
T FuanIpIngufifansiosilvifaaudolin  asefens1aiuun
fmsndansopveadnugefianegluiladoAfnnuiinsgs dogratu Sidn
wiasonaz 9 Aifefumelu 5 9 Aoudazdnmsénsandnely wasdssum
$ousz 19 sl Aldldegiuasauniilugraaaimsiaminnzlu lag
ofEN1INIZBIssTayafIna L IRIRg U ngufiflamEnadndseney
fandninwansiondnasies fionsdninfamdnefezidgssfianinams
e ndeysfitianensmeadszaaduanlaadidinls Tumsefi 1 uas
A13199 2 onafeTlusaslulaundifinnfsowa 30,000 §9 100,000 AU V158
Uszanmionsy 0.7 f9iouay 2.5 ¥Igngent 11-17 9 drusndidiasf
audRYINEANSLAnUszaal 391889 800,000 An FaavfezirinAudng
dvgenny 11-17 9 fedanng 20 Audulmad Fodwieafbsivihazduly
16 \dosannlaldinflafisiangaunteindasowiofooguazglusuun

usmemaneaiidhullng

Arunnsaedizinadwinlaadin dnazorfudiayves
uud i us A smanaiidugivg Nefifosnnmismiiwangly
vimsmanafiduglvgiumunsaildiionid sudsdrdesnsnsu
Purudnarlsadiinfordagindunsdwauswlandivanae fisoos
Sl i nagsiamane wafaefnafdawdsfiues 3annns
AnalszamnsguaRATNEENBLAnTE Yy AleadiAndiuau 800,000 AU
wazaedszanindlanddlugeny 18 98uly 41uam 2,000,000 An 3%
amedszanadanarndulfluinueaforfuiuisaeliludiel dufefe
worinlaasiAnfiseraz 4 voslmadiglvy ABnsfmanlauadidingléa-
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NnYszanmmsiwanEmHuIMIMand USudustldivanzaauden
drzanmnsiiuaud vgefivinauluseuuinig amdlsduiugniu-
1315 fevaftsldiungeimamaneszanen 2 6uau ez
PuInLFASILANLYINAU S0 40 109 2 AU F9vinAU 800,000 AU

fafluanenalunamedszanadsalaasifinvoseudAineans-
Winfuvesdidoud 2 dsznns dszmsusnfio auaulmadidlgfuansing
fulugwnzludszannet 253 Sgndanny 1520  Usznno 8.3 dunu
ondasfifntaveganslivinamane Uszanmimislusiuzes 8.3
funu v3etieandn 2.8 Sauau afueglwasnauanIogINALInIIe
vy (Aufiiaedios) osrndudvensuinlaadisalvgUsznavenin
ol fosnsUszinanfEugefliuimamaneed 2.8 sunusarindy

Puaudvg el dosdaoglunguengfignaudo g

fUAUANALTZI B ARINGILIAMTMIANALTANIE LTu
Godley (1991) aadszaiadvanlsiadinnsfuniesifidoiry wae
1ALYRIBY Godley sy nTudunvtszanm 700,000 A1 F39nA3
NUNIULOARITLY Mucke (1990) a1 ﬁ‘[mmﬁagi‘s:wm 500,000~
1,000,000 A% THIUAE198S 700,000 AU LYinAUUTEN T RRAE 8.5 T84
Avigaeng 1520 9 Marsziner vdavinfiuienss 25 vesdvgsiesifienfeer
Twfins Fefimdneidodufdszaadislandliotvey q lag
DR EABA T FIN AN WL UUTIARUGITT R LT84 150,000-200,000 A4
(Sittitrai and Brown, 1991) dhvinnuinBadie 3uiulaeadiing 175,000 An
Fairvuefndudszaadionss 2.1 vewgaony 1520 9favun

wistszanmdouns 7.3 va9vglutaeeny fsnaifiodeeylwan.des
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Nonwa Fuavds g awidgnindszanalidprouinsgelaaiamziuag
Famdy wifiganralfidudeyansinienudifedld  fwdudussnn
RowanTuizydunslaadivesnsanisaengluszning 150,000-200,000 A%

fauduIndusrnnlizmfiagn wazidudusefildunonif
sruuNINfige fio #L03109n0INNlINYINIZNTIENEITANY FIRANT
fr3aasnudszneumsmane ez 2 A% nnd IRem I uung oAl
AUIUTUUTZNOUNTININA LU W.A.2535  FaLaT209NBINNLIATY
YT UUTZNIUNITIUIY 6,026 W¥I  LATRAGIUINIMSLWE 75,376
au (§Azuladesminmunindfonudasdinausaudszneunisgsfs
NN BAFNENUIT 91109 Boonchalaksi and Guest ARN§a# Axwioe)
fidedanmnnasfinenfinyssianessonuusyneun g NAL UL
“UA” 1u 15uIw 109 viSesausueunan Sunaltivinazidfouuyag
Wugduuudu

ATUTERBR I LaIEe I HUTTNBUAIEIAILEANT Avane
wvinafininviudeelsd (Wi deyadldunnnudas fninazuaneafiuay
ANNYEUTuL 10 I T AluRUAA LA UARIN) IuIHEEULSANT
A i sragrszylluRudddnsansaeldusnmamane (g
Boonchalaksi and Guest NMNFIARNN) §0AARDIAUAIINITIIVONT UHE
nmssauananyansdu o iduldldfnsdszanadwmaulaadluune
Aufondniniuaneds inszusRuiflauadalitdemees lusaw
YaznounsfioglusuuuudldlegsAemane tou Tudwe s sau
AdlA a8 LpsnnwuinsemUsznounsdssiandamay $aue1mng
51 (pub) Faudneudlalddusarudldusmamane Suualinl
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vimsmanenniyu Taduldldfdiumdnfnsensrsmssmgesey
1Hazdndrmuiiueis (g Havanon et al. 1992 Fawafisduiusiaiay
wanl)

#Fuaufl Sittitrai and Brown (1991) waznTu@TaalfnnUseam
1iogszning 150,000-200,000 an ludfiduasfidrgafineniuldfe 150,000
an danfnvggafiseniufia 500,000 A faLatlugadana wTlusiaunag
s fdszn st uaud i nuliusasmawe lugaaaandts
Insfiewdinefuawaingefliusnismane szidiwganafiinng
Tenénewdn = een o) souddiusaufifinsaaas Tugaaam 149 Fevie
fugsvsmemanefiudulauadiunnaitdadud Asuls dandnuiud
aaUszaaigeduluEs 500,000 st Anesuivasuns

drvmdumsamadszane iusaeszesiaanduulalenssiy
LWz eanilagaledaing 500,000 Aufioremineninit fenay 6 veands
01t 1520 9 Poueelugsvsmamaneaigln 19 waflaTunnl
FagIuaIngInsnismaneli e faaRunndu Hediwszvgausnns
mManegulrgvinnsuun uweednznduldsuunidelilddszneu
B Bwsiuga

dochurawmfasmsmanaiithudn

FnsfuInsaslaAtilan nREIUrgIUIN1INANATES
LI pufureIvsiipuiudaudsfiune1onn @etnatu guiRinEans

(Y

Wnanedszuimduaslaadiiin sndwaulsnddlug i landidng
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spuny 40 voalonndiflvgy dussfiidudusefildinntseauniseinnms
AuzssanLazfnnuastdnflandidinionas 4 1e9vgIusniInig
LW (2,800,000 AUFABD 800,000 AK) FIUATENTWEIFITUFIRAANIINANT
81329939 susnImanadizNim 77,000 au F96793 18 madiAn
mqé’hﬂdw 18 § Uszuint 15,000 AU ¥30seans 20 Sittitrai and Brown
(1991) trznainflsadidnetginan 18 9 dszanmioesy 20 vo9
wgsuinimanefduglvg  ansdszansinfvgeusnismanadia
YINA  150,000-800,000 AH  FIAANNLAINTlaATILAN 30,000-40,000 A%
(9 Archavanitkul and Havanon 1990 fiafidsaeduanlaadivan) aon
ANTENT ML NIMBWABAVaIEAT wudm@w%mimuwﬁmqﬁﬁ
Aq1 18 4 fasausioonindunn fsgrsgun1sdsangduinmae
Tuamnflawazaald wudn SlaadiiAnegAina 18 9 (Resseens 7
(onTudszrnsmems 2535) lun1sgrinsssnndndsvinnisinigediu
Faifaaenanedantanss wazlusarusnuouwialunganna wuin
ngaudnnseydnia 18 9§ fiRnsdonns 6 (Boonchalaksi and Guest,
AFafRNwW) Sesrdauionivarfidrinifaduisngud e sngs
U3NIIUIN 200,000 A FLauLELABL AN TTNM 12,000-15,000
AU §IUNNIANEI189 Podhisita and others (1993) wun ﬁw@m%mﬁﬁ
enAnda 18 9 Uszanmionsy 12

i ousdoneielinn dedauvindenafninly damananais
dszns Uszasusn Teadidnfiongdinnin 18 9 dnlsissasenusneguy
o luduaimel iwsrzfusanaduiiszandituiulaadiin
U5z 137509 N3E1T1GIUIAINIIWA B A luEaIULS AT
MANFLLY “IAY 9 F09  vidamausuauwan iwinzdugnuf
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AsansanvdIvinsiiienin  dausauilszneumsdssiangudii
A ATANIIHIUNIAAT LTH SIUBMNTUNNININ FEUATLA 287 LN
ADEANBEIUATTENTY Usznsgaying sanudszneunsfliusmanmawe
WUU i prswvislusen el sinasudnlugsaadmanufiuvatiug
1oL A AN AN IHOE

Fatin mIanadszanadadiungeuinsmanefionndndn 18 9
uudeslidve Auuieos (proxy) lunmsmadszanmadef lddeys
ogfigrgadnggrisimamane  iRemiLdifsuifinsnnaiane
MlsldnsTanedentefingaungeuinisengdinni 18 9 AiRadng
pafiamane weslasaudianmndszanodwamdreeniuuiniems
WeLRDTNN IR IR ILIMTondnGn 18 8 AAndetsznouenEw
Taad MIanadszainadinuinduaedagiundsuinimanadidulaadl
Wnizunuasauazdefe drdszneudanIeulanieduiusnufigiu
fing o el

1. AEsRvdiuimImanein e uiungsudndaedng
nanaseulsznouns aaBntends tnldfdeyannsaulszney
mefflsundidnann s fsufissdeyslasausuivgeuinsiatneen
soufanfilUfasauifis Sdeys

2. fagaunevimamanefiidudn liladfeuwtaeeannn
W8 ARt IRIVE 8D AR NN

3. wulaadinevue liiSouaannndn lugaaam 23
A

4. gzziaanfidszneveinlaadliuandrsauee



112

5. AIAALISNIMLUUANYINY (cross-sectional estimate) 1804
LIMINNUIUNGIuing unmsamadszaimszAuniadl-aenann
M Dungeu3iniseensgnées

Tunnudusisesnsaadszanaudasaiainsnazlisnnse
s3adoulavdeimundenunfigiuldnsuni s dszans Tunsdlidoulausn
A 3pnenaifgvgeinwnanndldiuimemaneluseulszneunisfign
wasffuuazAlaadiAninuinunn ensldedlusewdsznaunisfivsweesiu
fangfl lvinsaadszanmdadmlaundiAnazdiniinnadusiely
faelusziunils Seulsdsesfnadudainfiirsms Aauduannnlv
AN INsnad s utigylaadiin Alvdaginemgeuinisd
udnanasacfinuurenguldudeinnsdufwselsadian duns
ninFulvanfdwlsndegudfuinfifadingodnload diluvineu
TneauAfanuanisnsadily Foulafiidwdenlafiddyifosainesd-
Usznouduonsvdeinisiaesinduegfivssdunnufulnessaiu-
137 smefisousimadulestisinia ssddsznouegazduldiy
neffinguengioanInndy uasfnsAulaRsadnisavionnny agau
agafiogunaSannidenlafifenlauinnsfaszaziaswuudngng
alddrgefiiingusnmamaneems duwdn uazngefiinguiniimis
ez D luvmesiy

sunfgudofivin dwsosenfige lunsinadile asen
Fagamvaanguimimanafidadulandnousy 18 9 s
Tnanlffumsdsnlnndnmen Rematszanadulaadiin o
yalayandls  dmgeusnrimaneasznousidnlmadidu s mend
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fasuzadlandhin (nnunlauadiiovun) exvieenndadiusosland
WnARasududsznouadni seendetnadunnidieuidoulviiu
a39fl L9u IS MINgussnufiongdntn 25 4 LAsuienas 100 LAKER
windoyaiuussnufingasduindag oo sssufionginii 25 9
f¥lopniionny 50

Tumsanadsznnandefd tldnsmadszaaszaziaaininy
vimimanslaoelowuude 5 @edfunenisnuIosszeziaainny
Tugsfausmamane aemnadszanauvsnfiondensgisiwuudneang
(cross-sectional survey) S N ABIRUIZEZL NN UIUgIAS
UIAIIMILHA JoY8INNNTRINTIINLINUTENNMTBNRY 30-40 YBING
vinsmanasdsznavandnddeudnouniy 18 9 luas1efd s 1w
doynfinaffuag Al nsznauondnuinamansssssaulsznauns 2
dszian  dayafild o snnasdsnsiadn lugaudszneuntava 2
dszan wuiwdeuinig dizwnmdenss 30 3utszneuandndineusy
18 1 Tuns3dangeuinanmane 700 A lunganng uasdondansslu
manzTusenSaanfie wudnfouiesns 40 3NA1ULSATNNARENU
oy 18 O Uszanadonnas 7 3ndszneuedndinoueny 159 (Podhisita
et al, 1993) wazIANIANENYBsNTHUITINIERT AfnE g
USATNIBNA 1UIU 1,006 AU TUAMATOLAZAAL WU7Y SoERS 4.4
Butsznavandnusnamananeuniy 15 9 uazioosy 49.9 13ndszney
m%‘wfﬁﬁmmwdn 15-19 9 (vorTinUszanImansd, 2535) wazn1Ifinen
NPIAMINUIUTENH VSN TIMANAVRBUTELAN 3 THIU 220 AU WUGD
Souns 36 Fuondwilifioany 1416 O (Tuwa ngaus, 2584)
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TN 3 e gfiudngrIRILANMIN WA uuneEEHUTENBLANS

NOUUIZNOUNTITNISLWeT
DB INLEN 704 9ILBLNIA
% %
13-15 19.2 11.1
16-17 11.5 18.5
18-19 25.0 27.8
20-21 13.5 14.8
22-23 15,4 7.4
24-25 5.8 1.9
26-29 3.8 16.7
30 ¥IDNINAN 5.8 1.9
PRt 100.0 100.0
N 52 54

finn: Boonchalaksi and Guest (RN89fRANN)

Tursrwnsadsdasnnlaiauonans3dafoafussez e fim
NulugsfusnImaweLsfinefegiinsannsfinewinaueusuwae
few3e o f wudwandndesss 60 A duninauuan laige 2 0
(Phongpaichit, 1982) 8aun1ifinunassentiulsznsenans wudnszes
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Ve ainzesnrsinauliuInamandlugeiud deatwrindu 116
Weou wazwuin heusesss 60 lalddrnulusaruuinmmianafiiusn
AsfinEnres NAG Yy sedns ez ARY e wudn SsegIuaan
NUDIAIINIUNABE NI 12 T snizfinnsTinees 3o TwdRen ua
Aok (1998)321)37 T2BZLINITEEINIDINITAUIRLI TN L wefie 2 T
KeIINANIATILMENS wendlilAniNtsasnsndieenlugsfianianegs
Wi iy gAnnwdungeuinsmaneduszoziaauiu 598
fagaudauinotion

msmedszanasnnulandidn

asdrzanidwanlsadidn ududesefoiensseneBorin
fiflofuszdosunfgiuene n Uszanainioons 35 109vgsnennafisy
Maulusarudszneunimaneluszez 2 feu fagdndt 189 lu
A371991 3 uEmINTINIZ BB gAI N INgsa LT RB LA TN (T84
LAZEDIUBIUBLUIA) fiausny 18 0 Fesnsidneensaiudizneunng
auNIHINTAY 0.4 luflusn wedee o luivinAu 0.25 Feinlvszezian
Fsug1uve9nsiinlusInfiiinfdudseanm 2 9 wazdnslvigngs
UIAIMIRNASBaas 10 $i1en endudliduian 7 Ivsesnnandniu
Fopaz 5 HomuInImawenduwan 10 GuSennnan draunfgIui
Aali91 mrungefidnaniauuiasmandliidens Usdlussos
a0 10 § dasuveslaiadiidnegiinin 18 9 (luazdusonsd) fe
Sopne 16 luwAsr O UM fiiinnPuLsaImawe Tuasouan
WAngu Sousy 5luszeziann 15 GAr 1w Fesouveslaadiinazerlu
sxninsionny 18 daawvidefionsszuiuinnimafanufgIuitdtuam
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Aandiaudnmamanaliilfouedas doiu dlddadiuionas

18 yssdmnulaadiionnni WWudinmulaadiin (@g@ndy 189) F9

mnImeUszamfAiaiuulaagAn L luasef 4

MmN 4 nmedszinsinwaulsadidnlasaynunituiungs

V3ATIMALNATIVINA
AR N umngIu3Inig
LLUFAY9 MIneug 253

150,000 200,000

300,000 400,000 500,000

uulsadivan 27,000 36,000
Puurgefiin

ulswndirian

ey 18 41 52,500 70,000

54,000 72,000 90,000

105,000 140,000 175,000

ndoyandng uifey Fauaalouadliin 36000 AU IZgRFBg

nfige LB9no g MMV ILININRAR INNA LYY

200,000 AU WRSIIUIU 70,000 AU INTIINNA 200,000 AU AD vgﬁuﬁwq

pafausnImane sz fienglade 18 9 Fenasazinfisfageillisae lu

AMINATEYLDUFRI NS HInLEs SN AR Anngunils AR R 9w

Tugsfandmamane (uAdisusunzdnvinez i uam 36,000 Au) unsd
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winfilananauldinsmane @Fadudszmnadngaulng) uazidn
Anpfinauudnsmane wadsyiumaudssiangu

aRasannegadssesmsis wiulaadidn szeziannf
Aulviudnamane uasanudgiufidndasnsidieengsianianels
Wasuwdas swnsamadszansdmaulsadiAnfldndsenoue1dnly
vinImawenonsty 18 9 vnvzegizning 18,000 - 20,000 AU (3N
FIHITHIUNPIINTINIMNA 200,000 AN)

Gyl

ndeldudrudmanlantiiniudszinelndluilagiiuiilvii-
udnafinafiumdarimaulaadiingong1n  oinslsfenwieldels
L9371 13 ndudesladuaalauadiinlulszinelnesdsgndosuvinen
viold Mefiiflosnndoyae o nasfineseduaaavastu doya
NIBIUIBIANTIMA ToyaIHMNg e laEfivinau “onEnwAiers”
Afuialsnfnron1awedniusd NN 1vInssnnlsaiilvidss insdn
wi291 laadhin Tutly misnnfidndgy Hyvnda

tnawlufidifenndoissdu s dulUldvieslifiasinwals-

Say o

sk Anfiurieds MslEAEaTnsednsnazlildne esnnnanstinaemilu
nunandwsesfinsznunszifienialy ArsfnuguTudtg 9 fae
astizsnuianfedu o1eldoysRosnadeewulsadhinlugumudszian
A1e o le Al Aemdrsuanizgun wedldidugulunsaedszano

FTAUTA AsAudeyannguTudg 5 Asnseinlviananindl  (Aevene
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awlvinietu uazfddedududeadrlawazseaunsadlluguru e
Iedoyafidnduningd mssonuuuiwidenisezdesnndaniniandesn
WA FLALAZIENTH Fofisngueglugnrueguda dvndnis
Audayafidndglvnnnning i auliusiusseninssaudadlaadidin
wazgNTUrissdin nenwflonninwanlaadidn luiefisiin

AslEAEAsEu 9 Aszaedszanalaadidin Andudesend
inafiansden Featnefiffigefelddmaninsgegauazigaettavaus
asaatszanasuiudngnininsdnse fesnndeslddosunigiu
A s vaedszassaetiu Suaudusefisiueuelunsnuatufia
udpafunsszlisnsadseasnnsininsinseluls sdrelsAnnw
Asezvnsefliunmaimmounznisaadsznadnummlaadiinfla
fasfuntlvifimaduliiduazsindediols

swnuauinenenfsinsuenisanadszane 2 uuy 1Reld
i mamdnlugsAsusaamane  Asnsusniunsiainuaudszens
Wnfidungefifianaissen1sninuuinsmane  Gangufifianang
\Heoge Aadnngeeny 11-7 9 uauszanm 67,000 au w3eLrinfu
Saua 1.7 v09Usznsveniavaalug9ogfnafu Fadmuandsudn
gouunn (waldldfavun) AoradnAsdesfiugsAnmane

38n13fimes 1§83 ATz iIuUIZNT (cohort analysis) LRe
dszanmfasinremvgeuinsmananinaafiengdinidt 8 9 a1saie
UsznmfifuAug sz nsg g ausmMIn s neRavan Lezn13nIe
dszsnafadaungivdnsmanafiRadndsznevedwddffadwanuas
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fasnsidienangsiausmamane aanalsfimy Lhenfan13fitenon
winfuazinfeine 9 nmsfinenysznnanguens o snndseann
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