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ABSTRACT
Report of Baseline Survey Round 1 (2000)
Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University

The study areas of Kanchanaburi Project consists of 100 villages/census
blocks which are divided into 5 strata; urban/semi-urban, rice, plantation,
highland, and mixed economy. There are 20 villages/census blocks in each
stratum. Three sets of data collection instruments, community, household, and
individual, were used in the first annual enumeration of the field site
communities. This enumeration was conducted between 1% July and 15™ August
2000.

The enumeration listed 11,612 households in the study areas with a
population of 42,614 (20,426 males and 22,188 females). The majority of
households own land, which they use for agricultural purpose, mostly growing
rice or cash crops. Migrant remittances were more likely to be received by
households in rural areas than urban areas. A larger proportion of rural than
urban households reported debt, although the amount of average debt was higher
for urban households.

Men tend to get married later than did women, and urban residents married
at later ages than did rural residents. Fertility in urban areas was also lower than
in rural areas. However, fertility patterns were similar for both areas. Most
people knew of at least one contraceptive method. Females were more
knowledgeable about contraception than males. The average contraceptive
prevalence rate was 70.

Colds were the most common sickness reported in the month prior to the
interview. Consumption of addictive substances such as cigarettes, beer, liquor,
and tonic drinks was not common, with the exception of the upland population
who were reported as regular smokers.

Mortality levels and patterns in the field site population were similar to
that found in the general population, i.e. males had higher mortality than females
and the mortality pattern had a J-shape. Most causes of deaths were sickness,
accidents, and old age. Nine percent of deaths were not registered.

Amongst women aged 15 — 59 years old, only 15 percent joined
community development groups. The majority of the members were middle aged,
had primary education, and were currently married. Budget, lack of participation
of members, and lack of management skills were the most cited problems of
community development groups.
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