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ABSTRACT
Report of Baseline Survey (2004)
Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University

The Kanchanaburi Project is a demographic surveillance system, which
records population changes (demographic, social, economic and health) in the
study areas of 100 villages/census blocks. This fifth round census was conducted
between 1% July to 28™ August 2004.

The enumeration listed 12,439 households with a population of 42,923
(20,396 males and 22,542 females). Comparing to the fourth round, number of
households increased almost one percent, but population slightly increased. The
majority of the population was working in the agriculture sector. There was a
significant higher proportion of females than males who have no education.
Regarding language in daily use, the majority of the study population speak Thai,
although almost half speak non-Thai in the highland stratum.

About 25 percent of the population was migrants. Ten percent are in-
migrants, while 15 percent are out-migrants. The majority of migrants were
between 15-29 years old. Most of them migrated within Kanchanaburi province.
This pattern portrays continuity rather than changes from previous rounds.

Fertility was at replacement level and continues to decrease. A woman
had two children on average. Women in the highland stratum still had the highest
fertility, while women in the urban/semi-urban stratum had the lowest. About 80
percent of women used contraceptives, a small decrease compared to the previous
round. Female sterilization was still the most popular contraceptive method,
followed by pills and injection.

The mortality rate was 7 persons per thousand. Mortality rates were higher
among men compared to women, though there were no gender differences
regarding mortality patterns and no changes between survey rounds. Non-
communicable disease was the highest reported cause of death. About 93 of
deaths were registered.

Consumption of unhealthy food was the highest in the uplands. The bottled
drinking water was the most popular in urban/semi urban compared with other strata.



About 30 percent of persons at least 15 years had chronic diseases,
particularly problems related to blood pressure followed by gastroenteropathy
muscle/back pain, allergy and diabetes. There was increasing trend among the
elderly and females.

Approximately 62 percent of population aged 50-64 years old expect to
economically depend on their children, while 49 percent expect to earn by
themselves. At the old age, 62 percent of them plan to stay with their children, 24
percent with spouses and 7 percent plan to stay by him/herself. And 82 percent
owned the “30 Baht Health Care Card Scheme” or “Gold Card”, but about 43
percent of them used the card. This is because they were not ill, inconvenient/
received low quality of medicine, or used some other health care cards.
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