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ABSTRACT
Report of Baseline Survey (2001)
Institute for Population and Social Research, Mahidol University

The Kanchanaburi Project is a demographic surveillance survey project,
which is an area based study. The population in study area of the first round
(2000) are followed up in order to record changes in their demographic, social,
economic and health status characteristics. However, the population in the second
round (2001) is not exactly the same group as the first round. This is because
there were evidences of birth, death, in-migration and out-migration occurred in
the study areas during 1 July 2000 — 30™ June 2001.

The Kanchanaburi project’s study area comprises of 100 villages/census
blocks selected from five strata; urban/semi-urban, rice, plantation, uplands and
mixed economy. There were 20 villages/census blocks in each stratum. Three
sets of data collection instruments, community, household and individual were
used in the annual enumeration of the field site communities. This enumeration
was conducted during 1% July to 15 August 2001.

The enumeration listed 12,657 households in the study area with a
population of 46,029 (22,197 males and 23,832 females). Comparing to the first
round, the number of households increased by 9 percent, and the population
increased by 8 percent. It was also found that there were more males than females
in every strata except for the uplands stratum. The age structure of population
was similar to that of the first round, which in the uplands, proportion of children
was higher than proportion of population in labour force age and elderly. In the
urban/semi-urban area, proportion of elderly was the highest.

Population’s occupational pattern of the two rounds are similar. Majority
of population was in agriculture, which the highest proportion was in the uplands
(75%), and lowest proportion was in the urban/semi-urban (15%). However, the
proportion of unemployment for both males and females declined in the second
round, in every strata.

About 82 percent of population in the study area were non-migrants. The
out-migration, and in-migration rates were 10 percent and 8 percent respectively.
The in-migration of population in the second round was about 2 times higher than
that of the first round in very strata except for the urban/semi-urban.

Fertility and family planning patterns did not change during this period.
The total fertility rate remained at 2.1, and age-specific-fertility rates stayed the



same, which the lowest was in age 15-19, and the highest was in age 20-24.
Female sterilisation was the most popular contraceptive method, followed by pills
and injection.

Colds were the most common sickness reported (60%) during 1% July
2000 — 30™ June 2001. The following problems are blood pressure, and
gastroenteropathy. Consumption of addictive substances such as cigarettes, beer,
liquor and tonic drinks was low, which was less than 10 percent, except for the
cigarettes. Although proportions of population consumed addictive substances
reduced, the proportion of those who consumed energetic beverages increased.

Mortality levels in the second round was lower than that of the first round
in every strata, and the mortality patterns were similar to that found in the general
Thai population. Males had higher mortality than female, and the mortality
pattern had a J-shape. Main caused of deaths were sickness, accidents, murder
and suicide. Only five percent of deaths were not registered, which was lower
than that of the first round.

The majority of population did not join community development groups,
especially those in urban/semi-urban. For the opinion on gender roles and
development, the majority thought that males played more important roles in the
development than females in every strata. The most five urgent problems in
community were road, drug, pipe water, electricity and telephone systems.
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