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PROJECT TITLE Problems of Labor Force Participation by Disabled People with
Rehabilitation from a Vocational Training Center for the Disabled
RESEARCHER Orapin Pitakmahaket
OFFICE Institute for Population and Social Research.
Mahidol University. Salaya, Phutthamonthon,
Nakhon Pathom 73170. THAILAND

ABSTRACT

The aims of this project are to examine patterns and problems of labor force
participation by disabled persons, patterns of assistance and problem solving by a
Vocational Training Center for the Disabled People, and factors effecting labor force
entry. Indepth interviews were undertaken from February to May 1994 with 100 people
with arm(s) and/or leg(s) disabilities, who had vocational rehabilitation from the Center
and who stayed in Bangkok and it's neighbour provinces, and 7 officials from the
Center. There were both quantitative and qualitative data collected. The quantitative
data are presented in tables and crosstabulation tables with per cent, Mean, Median,
Mode, Standard Deviation and Mutiple Regression Analysis.  The qualitative data are

synthesized and presented in the form of description.

FINDINGS

After vocational training the Center sent the trainees to work. Most had a job,
but one-fifth had not obtained the job they were trained for. Those who had trained in
radio and television repairing had appropriate and permanent work. While others, who
had trained in dress-making and leather-making, encountered a number of problems.
Those who encountered problems could contact the Center for help, and the center would
find other jobs for them. If they still had problems the Center would let them find their

own job.

During the period of data collection, the percentage of disabled persons working
decreased slightly and more than 50% did not have appropriate employment. Problems of
labor force entry were hard labor, getting jobs which were not suitable for their disabi-
lity, low wages (less than the official minimum wage of 130 Baht per day), irregular

wages, no medical care, no accommodation provided, and no walking ramps and toilet for



disabled person provided. The disabled have been exploited, with some factories
providing jobs for them only because the factories could therefore a tax deduction. One-
third of the people want a job selling lottery tickets because it is suitable for their
disability. But they lacked funds and did not fall into the lottery quota (the quota is
provided by the government).

Factor effecting labor force entry was low wages. The appropriate work for the
disabled are selling lottery tickets, selling groceries, computer programer, gem cutting,

clock repairing, telephone operator and ceramic work.

RECOMMENDATION

The best assistance for disabled people are providing them with opportunities to
work, study, etc. First of all the government must start with rehabilitating their bodies
until they can use their arms and legs as skillfully as possible, and provide them with the
needed prostheses. Then the government should provide them with the following

assistance:-

a) Provide one or two years vocational training with modern equipments for
disabled people. They should be trained for jobs where there is a labor demand, such as,
computer programer, radio and television repairing (basic and advance) etc. The Center
should made a follow-up study after the trainees have left and provide them with

guidance until they can provide their own living.

b)  For each people who want to sell lottery provide them with a quota of at
least 20 books of tickets per lottery. Also provide loans without interest for those who

have no funds to buy the lottery tickets or groceries.

The government should also provide a training course on safe driving and traffic
regulations, and give driving licenses to the people who can drive a disableds motorcycle.
Other welfares should be provided, for example, academic scholarships, special education
for some factories that have many disabled people, free prostheses and free bus rides.
The factories should also provide them with walking ramps and toilets for the disabled,

and free medical care.
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100,000 AU Wanun

UYU-1 VIANNS 168.85 411 13.50
AUoA 103.53 252 8.28
b0y 133.52 325 10.67
yMuIn 64.91 158 5.19
na 203.36 495 16.26
BUHIA 150.37 366 12.02
Futh 79.29 193 6.34
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o q 78.88 192 6.30
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60 Taulul 14.1 18.1 13.3
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25-29 884 | 580| 303| 115 7.4 41 | 768 | 506 | 262
30-34 799 | 572 227 132 8.8 44 | 667 | 484 | 183
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4. Wl 57.4 271 | 304
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6. ymuania 2 $1q 20.0 16.1 38
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8. 1nunie uaz/mie maulnd 207 12.6 8.1
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10. TsnnAnassa 50.7 324 18.3
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niliy 2518 | 15+ 37,110 | 22,900 | 14,210 2,840 2,480 360
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