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Internal migration is a key influence on the development process, as it is the
mechanism of redistributing population and resources within a nation.
Industrialization has been universally accompanied by the movement of people from
rural areas to cities, and the largest or capital city is usually the recipient of the
largest migration flow. Yet, often urban population growth occurs in the absence of
real opportunity, but rather in response to an increasin g inability of rural people to
make a living from agriculture and the perceived wage differential between rural
areas and cities. Besides the strain on resources that occurs with rapid urban
growth, the fact that migrants tend to be younger and better educated than non-

migrants causes an imbalance in the distribution of skills throughout the nation.

Policy to correct this imbalance has often included planning for regional
centers of economic development that would attract migrants away from
overcrowded cities. But planning for population redistribution must be based on an
understanding of migration flows within the country and the circumstances and
motivations that precipitate a move. Census data is the most commonly used source
of information on internal migration, but this data has two major limitations. The
first is that census data cannot give a detailed picture of migration flows within the
country. Detail on short-term and circular migration or on temporal variations in
these flows cannot be estimated from census information on moves in the past five
years. Secondly, census data provides only limited information on migrant
characteristics. It cannot identify the characteristics of different types of migrants,
such as circular migrants, seasonal migrants, return migrants, potential migrants,
and commuters. It also gives no information on the economic links between
migrants and their families or the impact of remittances on economic development.
Most significantly, census data provides very limited information on motivations
for migration and the factors, which may be "push” or "pull", which lead to a

move.

anmdunuazinauslfuonadundongu tReleueda Intcrnational Development Rescarch Centre
(IDRC)



For these reasons the Institute for Population and Social Research plans to
implement a nationwide household migration survey. The study has three major
objectives:

1) to estimate the size and direction of migration flows within Thailand.
This will include estimates a) by demographic group (including age, sex, education
and occupation) and b) by type of migration (whether permanent, circular,
seasonal, or return);

2) to identify regional areas within Thailand that are major origin and
destination points for migration; and

3) to provide a model for national migration surveys throughout the

Southeast Asian region.

The survey will collect information both on household and individual
characteristics from a representative sample of households throughout the country,

including detail on moves in the past five years.

Policy makers are badly in need of general information on migration
patterns for several reasons. In response to the problems resulting from Bangkok's
rapid expansion, the Thai government has acknowledged the need for redistribution
policies, including rural development plans. The Fifth Five-Year Plan (1982-1986)
called for a reduction in migration to Bangkok and encouragement of out-migration
to other areas, through the use of three strategies: 1) supporting rural development
programs; 2) creating regional and provincial urban centers, or "satellite towns";
and 3) creating an industrial zone in the Eastern Seaboard area. The Sixth Five-Year
Plan (1987-1991) somewhat modified this approach by acknowledging that urban
growth, particularly in Bangkok, is inevitable with rapid economic growth, and
hence should not be discouraged. Certainly, an understanding of the migration
process is crucial for formulating population distribution policies as Thailand
continues to industrialize. Assessment of the results of past policies and future
planning must be based on knowledge of the factors that motivate migration,

including household-level economic dynamics; changes in the economic structure of



the sending and receiving communities; and the factors that affect the ability of

migrants to adapt to the new environment.

The Institute for Population and Social Research proposes to set up a
dialogue with policy makers and scholars concerned with migration issues by
holding a one-day meeting in Bangkok in August 1990. This meeting will allow
policy makers and researchers to identify needed information on migration and
formulate working hypothesis that will serve as a framework to plan for the national
survey. It will also set up a network of individuals who are familiar with IPSR's
research in order to facilitate use of the results of the survey for policy and
planning. In addition to IPSR's presentation of plans for the national migration
survey, four prominent researchers and planners will be asked to write brief
background papers: two on migration policy issues and two on the data needs for
research on migration. Ultimately, this dialogue will both enrich the proposed
research and strengthen the network between policy makers, planners and

researchers concerned with this issue.
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TIMIUUIL AT INTUIVOUTIUIN TR MUNAUNIA 2503 2513 ule 2523

e UssBINSH AL B NE 1 EIRTE NI IR
aﬁﬁhagﬂu
Fanian i NYIUMA SEWINNA 59
N AT AWM DAY M AT MM RS
(’000) (%) (’000) (%) (’000) (%) (’000) (%)
2503
N3N LY 1,426  66.7 - - - - 486  22.8
NN 5,395  88.0 - - - - 634  10.3
fam 8,169  88.3 - - - - 765 - 10.9
) 5,054  90.9 - - - - . 625 8.5
" 2,965  90.6 - - - - 251 7.7
570 23,009  87.3 - - - - 2,761  10.8
2513
N9 1w 2,075  67.4 - - 838  27.2 838  27.2
naN 6,375  84.6 789 10.5 297 3.9 1,086  14.4
LR 10,790  89.7 975 8.1 224 1.9 1,199  10.0
inilo 6,508  86.9 474 6.3 470 6.3 944  12.6
W% 3,809  89.2 283 6.6 141 3.3 424 9.9
57 29,557 85.9 2,521 7.3 1,970 5.7 4,491  13.0
2523
AT 3,243  71.8 - - 1,141  25.3 1,141  25.3
NN 7,841  83.2 796 8.4 738 7.8 1,534  16.2
dawm 14,028 91.6 1,036 6.8 212 1.4 1,248 8.2
WD 7,720  87.2 619 7.0 477 5.4 1,096 12.4
n 4,955  90.3 371 6.8 138 2.5 509 9.3
570 37,788  86.7 2,822 6.5 2,706 6.2 5,528  12.7

MO IR RS INTENYIUILE W ETAD 2503 AN Goldstein and Goldstein
(1986) dmdiayall 2513 Uz 2523 NANAT N A-1
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IMIUURLDASINSHWOUIUEI 5 U IMUNAWAA
2498-2503 2508-2513 uns 2518-2523

mA N5ty nMsteiutugn 5 O sswineienia

Wi 5 U

NMYMININA My SEWINNA S

CRUR ORSYT IWIM BRSY AW oMY Iwnu ons

{’000) (%) (’000) (%) ('000) (%) ('000) (%)
2498-2503
N3 1M - - - - 131 7.3 131 7.3
NaN - - 124 2.4 86 1.7 210 4.1
daw - - 180 2.4 26 0.3 206 2.7
i - - 91 1.9 66 1.4 157 3.3
% - - 59 2.1 26 0.9 85 3.0
S - - 454 2.1 335 1.5 789 3.6
2508-2513
N9 (M 165 6.1 - - 299 11.1 299 11.1
paN 349 5.5 248 3.9 208 3.3 456 7.2
g 513 5.3 331 3.4 100 1.0 431 4.4
WiD 337 5.3 196 3.1 120 1.9 316 5.0
W 235 6.6 131 3.7 43 1.2 174 4.9
S 1,599 5.6 905 3.1 770 2.7 1,675 5.8
2518-2523
N9 LW 184 4.3 - - 341 8.0 341 8.0
NAN 254 2.9 218 2.5 285 3.3 503 5.8
oaMm 341 2.5 245 1.8 74 0.6 319 2.4
iniip 240 3.0 172 2.1 104 1.3 276 3.4
" 160 3.3 130 2.7 54 1.1 184 3.8
W 1,179 3.0 766 1.9 857 2.2 1,623 4.1

MN: MUUREIRTINTTWIUIMEN 5 D seui D 2498-2503 1ANIIIN Goldstein and
Goldstein(1986) énuﬁagaﬁ 2508-2513 Uar 2518-2523 WIS NN A-2
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a
AISNN 3

IWIUMTIBOUTEMININMA SEMIWMA 2498-2503 2508-2513 UAr 2523

nafo ey

nwaﬁawﬁuagﬁuﬁa?ﬁu 7
atnou Y _ '
N3 LW naN dam R %

2498-2503
NN LAWY - 40,006 8,890 8,900 6,529 64,325
NAN 81,214 - 10,758 30,270 10,850 133,092
oF U 26,745 25,860 - 26,002 6,998 85,605
(kD 13,947 15,560 4,896 - 1,482 35,885
1% 9,464 5,023 1,252 847 - 16,586
59 131,370 86,449 25,796 66,019 25,859 335,493
2508-2513
NN LAY - 82,823 23,592 14,646 8,867 129,928
NN 166,181 - 45,632 58,036 18,502 288,351
aam 66,813 62,937 - 43,920 11,529 185,199
Wit 36,555 47,231 26,116 - 3,775 113,677
% 29,242 14,985 4,854 3,426 - 52,507
570 298,791 207,976 100,194 120,028 42,673 769,662
2518-2523
NN L - 115,355 20,059 20,945 14,033 170,392
NAN 144,397 - 32,142 38,746 20,045 235,330
GRat 119,661 95,890 - 40,558 12,582 268,691
D 43,178 53,727 17,478 - 7,225 121,608
9% 33,556 19,813 4,237 3,606 - 61,212
S 340,792 284,785 73,916 103,855 53,885 857,233

M UURE SRS INSEBUINEIN 5 U Seuiwl 2498-2503 1MNIN Goldstein and
' v a ° v a v
Goldstein(1986) dwtoyall 2508-2513 udr 2518-2523 AMIBNINTOYAYI Wi1A

a & .
HWUWLWYLUNWS
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nwsﬁﬂuﬁuqnﬁszuiwvﬁﬁuﬁh SEWINNIN 2498-2503 2508-2513 Uax 2523

nIAND ey nwnﬁawﬁuagﬂuﬁa?ﬁu 590
agﬁauﬁwu

Iy AN RERY ) %
2498-2503 _
N4 LN - ' -41,208 -17,855  -5,047 -2,935 -67,045
NAN 41,208 - -15,102 14,710 5,827 46,643
dau 17,855 15,102 - 21,106 5,746 59,809
) 5,047 -14,710 -21,106 - 635 -30,134
10 2,935  -5,827  -5,746 -635 - -9,273
S 67,045 -46,643 -59,809 30,134 9,273 0
2508-2513
NG9 LN - -83,358 -43,221 -21,909 -20,375  -168,863
nAN 83,358 - -17,305 10,805 3,517 80,375
dam 43,221 17,305 - 17,804 6,675 85,005
) 21,909 -10,805 -17,804 - 349 -6,351
% 20,375  -3,517  -6,675 -349 - 9,834
57 168,863 -80,375 -85,005 6,351 -9,834 0
2518-2523
NN LAY - -29,042 -99,602 -22,233 -19,523  -170,400
NAN 29,042 - -63,748 -14,981 232 -49,455
R 99,602 63,748 - 23,080 8,345 194,775
{WiiD 22,233 14,981 -23,080 - 3,619 17,753
% 19,523 -232  -8,345  -3,619 - 7,327
5% 170,400 49,455 -194,775 -17,753 -7,327 0

MO AMRINAIT NN 3
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2508-2513 uUar 2518-2523

MA/NWIA 2508-2513 2518-2523

1 paN ang 1 pan and
MANTE L
N33 (M) 215,299 108,945 106,354 340,792 170,392 170,400
sy 83,492 20,983 62,509 - - -
SWMANTYINN 298,791 129,928 168,863 340,792 170,392 170,400
manan
Mgy 21,933 16,044 5,889 27,256 19,274 7,982
Jumy 17,266 8,795 8,471 20,630 11,319 9,311
az 189 nsn 9,251 32,527 -23,276 14,470 19,799  -5,329
By 56,279 28,495 27,784 46,995 31,226 15,769
duum 8,290 26,914 -18,624 7,506 17,157 =9,651
A9 9,798 2,894 6,904 10,246 4,482 5,764
UATUEN 4,101 15,592 -11,491 3,753 10,669 -6,916
UASUSH 18,147 38,607 -20,460 23,925 24,803 -878
uuwy3 30,628 16,958 13,670 47,739 15,862 31,877
unus i 14,965 17,865  -2,900 31,367 12,192 19,175
Uiz nUR§ius 29,249 13,534 15,715 21,590 14,968 6,622
LT 22,066 22,828 -762 27,408 22,171 5,237
wsruAsASONGYY 13,829 46,771 -32,942 15,961 38,350 -22,389
(wysus 10,537 17,733  -7,196 8,803 15,359 26,556
SN 31,781 10,602 21,179 17,582 14,898 2,684
513 21,776 31,890 -10,114 22,820 28,304 -5,484
amys 39,232 37,371 1,861 27,659 31,416  -3,757
AUNSUINNG 41,791 18,965 22,826 59,309 17,106 42,203
AUNSENAT 3,020 13,945 -10,925 3,498 10,935 -7,437
AUNSAAT 6,835 13,189 -6,354 12,087 9,646 2,441

aszq% 23,076 33,769 -10,693 23,742 24,857 -1,115
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MA/IWIR 2508-2513 2518-2523

1 2N and 1 2 L
5qﬁq§ 5,781 13,562 -7,781 6,985 10,995 -4,010
awssons 10,558 39,901 -29,343 13,391 32,337 -18,946
2 NDY 5,888 17,701 -11,813 8,144 15,286 -7,142
SIMANAN 456,077 536,452 -80,375 843,658 623,803 219,855
mMABAM
nwnﬁué 11,058 25,720 -14,662 12,003 21,578 -9,575
vouniu 31,494 70,513 -39,019 34,895 57,412 -22,517
funii 25,806 27,998 -2,192 21,231 26,576 -5,345
HATIUN 14,737 12,679 2,058 9,553 16,252 -6,699
UATSIBINN 70,209 75,868 -5,659 54,943 67,621 -12,678
q%%uﬁ 33,730 31,016 2,714 24,671 32,247 -7,576
ANFSAW 10,111 38,653 -28,542 11,595 25,865 -14,270
$ovi0n 9,813 46,545 -36,732 11,107 37,541 -26,434
1Ay 22,931 8,315 14,616 15,442 12,207 3,235
fise 1Ny 15,564 26,501 -10,937 13,145 25,986 -12,841
ANAUAT 24,755 16,225 8,530 15,830 19,681 -3,851
q%un% 13,447 30,306 -16,859 12,772 29,974 -17,202
WIONANY 51,292 11,629 39,663 23,053 18,973 4,080
A6 69,407 44,931 24,476 33,514 54,589 -21,075
UR 6N 26,326 48,786 -22,460 19,689 53,079 -33,390
v1d65 - - - 5,982 14,619 -8,637
SWMADAM 430,680 515,685 -85,005 319,425 514,200 -194,775
mMAWE
AU L HES 55,191 15,499 39,692 37,333 16,416 20,917
R ITRICY 24,735 18,351 6,384 29,378 23,254 6,124
AN 8,002 8,794 -792 9,423 7,652 1,871
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mA/ania 2508-2513 2518-2523

1 0N and 1N oon ang
UASAI55A 39,593 64,269 -24,676 41,659 49,986 -8,327
1w 4,219 7,321 -3,102 3,738 6,031 -2,293
WARS 12,573 42,810 -30,237 12,730 25,932 -13,202
wyRian 27,305 21,480 5,825 24,666 21,479 3,187
thSU§ﬁ 54,213 24,719 29,494 26,742 28,536 -1,794
uws 5,410 11,492 -6,082 8,701 10,919 -2,218
uidoedou 3,052 1,437 1,615 3,311 2,807 504
AN 10,384 22,304 -11,920 14,956 19,778  -4,822
AU 4,968 12,572 -7,604 6,251 9,691 -3,440
Fiviy 10,888 16,805 ~5,917 10,750 15,834 -5,084
qnsﬁnﬁ 10,929 12,739 -1,810 9,916 10,834 -918
gl 9,990 11,477 -1,487 11,189 11,124 65
1§yesm 34,279 17,311 16,968 15,825 25,093 -9,268
e (0 - - - 9,498 8,553 945
SIMMPIWED 315,731 309,380 6,351 276,066 293,819 -17,753
alat)
nsed 10,242 5,706 4,536 9,044 6,764 2,280
B 15,336 10,333 5,003 14,491 11,322 3,169
AN 10,297 11,862 -1,565 8,539 13,559 -5,020
UASAIEITNI Y 15,030 42,802 -27,772 20,259 44,040 -23,781
U167 9,078 7,658 1,420 11,176 7,285 3,891
Uannis 8,578 16,892 -8,314 11,566 15,855 -4,289
W 11,174 4,261 6,913 12,291 5,828 6,463
¥ina 7,832 14,847 -7,015 6,587 14,698 -8,111
gaﬁn 6,783 5,665 1,218 10,535 5,217 5,318
yEa 17,583 10,233 7,350 17,836 10,934 6,902
SEUDN 7,289 3,701 3,588 6,046 3,957 2,089
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MA/AMA 2508-2513 2518-2523

19 20N g 19" 20N b
YA 21,142 30,237 -9,095 32,574 25,247 7,327
LD 14,582 2,806 11,776 5,162 5,012 -150
qswvuéswﬁ 18,810 16,687 2,123 17,535 21,250 -3,715
SUNATR 173,756 . 183,590 -9,834 183,641 190,968 -7,327

x

samseind 1,675,035 1,675,035 0 1,622,790 1,622,790 0

s S o o ¢ '
M 5agaaﬁnﬁﬁuz1uUszu1nsua=tnuz W.A. 2513 WAL 2523 IANIANNNIWUNS
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AN 7
vy & v . a o a v
EU'\N“N"]']'\N”'N 2 U uuneuy l"F‘INa"ﬂ']ﬁﬂ']ﬂ

v o o a a P v a &

i WA, 5 LWABM  WNM vy iwe Benw ARew ndupll  Buq

ey NI MA@ Wi 9 W 81

(9 1N mMs  Aus8 A

N5 LN¥ASa R (Sou

o, 2517 170,624 26,997 11,434 8,129 1,577 - 17,734 - 4,753
2518 59,458 9,764 19,180 18,265 1,115 - 15,336 - 798
2519 67,705 7,691 28,559 9,906 1,597 - 19,461 - 491
2520 92,105 16,925 38,788 11,610 2,366 - 21,578 - 838
2521 93,824 10,161 49,180 9,072 2,436 - 21,463 - 1,512
2524 122,875 5,945 69,057 18,721 2,575 - 25,245 - 1,332
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2528 67,669 5,493 20,047 2,655 2,200 7,648 20,103 - 9,523
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(Bueua 2529 7,388 720 1,105 1,509 612 944 1,312 214 972

UASS AN 2530 25,871 2,503 4,228 848 1,807 3,590 6,160 5,222 1,513
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NI 2530 11,687 749 3,706 1,604 1,091 1,215 2,391 510 421
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1% 3,809,020 283,299 141,430 424,729 37,925 4,271,674
EtY 29,556,763 2,520,644 1,970,378 4,491,022 349,564 34,397,349
2523
n?ﬂlﬂ“ﬂ 3,242,489 - 1,141,408 1,141,408 130,333 4,514,230
nam 7,841,403 796,213 738,126 1,534,339 48,737 9,424,479
dam 14,028,332 1,035,721 212,035 1,247,756 30,520 15,306,608
tuﬁa 7,720,489 618,916 477,250 1,096,166 38,722 8,855,377
9 4,955,544 371,296 137,607 508,903 23,7170 5,488,217
5 37,788,257 2,822,146 2,706,426 5,528,572 272,082 43,588,911
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nAN 349,239 248,101 207,976 456,077 805,316 6,362,736
dam 513,483 330,486 100,194 430,680 944,163 9,773,127
) 337,200 195,703 120,028 315,731 652,931 6,345,184
% 234,642 131,083 42,673 173,756 408,398 3,561,745
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2518-2523
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Introduction

In a recent article Douglas Massey (1990) calls for an integrated approach to
studying migration, stating that past research has been fragmented by academic
discipline, type of data analyzed and, most significantly, by differences in the
conceptualization of the migration process. He develops a multilevel theoretical

model which conceptualizes migration as,

"a social and economic process that involves inherent
relationships across time, space, and levels of analysis....These
mutually reinforcing interconnections among individual, household,
and community-level factors lead to the cumulative causation of
migration, processes that are further reinforced by dynamic
macroeconomic relationships among regional labor markets.” (p.18)

Massey calls for the development of data sources containing individual, household,
community and national level variables and including event history data at all levels.
This will help to identify the mechanisms which create the momentum inherent in
the migration process, a momentum that must be recognized and delineated to create

effective policy.

The complexity of modeling the migration process, compounded by its
multilevel nature, is partly responsible for the failure of social science research to
contribute to effective policy. This is unfortunate because internal migration is a
key influence on the development process, as it is the mechanism of redistributing
population and resources within a nation. Mobility is also one of the most important
demographic processes affecting population size and composition, particularly in
countries where fertility and mortality have been successfully reduced.
Industrialization has been universally accompanied by the movement of people from
rural areas to cities, and the largest city (often the capital) is usually the recipient of
the largest migration flow. Yet, often urban population growth occurs in the
absence of real opportunity, but rather in response to an increasing inability of rural
people to make a living from agriculture and the perceived wage differential
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understanding is the ability to document the time dimension. Rather than making a
permanent household move to a regional growth center, one family member may
make several short- term or seasonal moves to Bangkok.

As was seen in the review above, census data is the most commonly used
source of information on internal migration. While the census usually collects
information on migration in the past five years, this data has several major
limitations. Census data cannot give a detailed picture of individual migration
histories, either on a temporal or geographic level. Detail on short-term, seasonal
and circular migration over the course of an individual's lifetime is unobtainable
from census information on one move in the past five years. Comparisons in
migration between large and small administrative areas also cannot be made,
because information on migrants' origin and destination is only available by
province and urban/rural status. Another major limitation of the census is that it
provides only limited information on migrant characteristics. While census data
allows a comparison of migrants and non-migrants on a few individual
characteristics such as educational attainment, it cannot identify the characteristics of
different types of migrants, such as circular migrants, seasonal migrants, temporary
migrants and return migrants. The census also provides no information on the
welfare and personal satisfaction of migrants before and after the move. It gives no
information on the economic links between migrants and their families or the impact
of remittances on the household economy. Most significantly, census data provides
very limited information on the timing of events, and so cannot be used to analyze
migration motivation or the household socio-economic circumstances that may be

causes or consequences of a move (Praditwong 1990).

While some small-scale surveys have attempted to address these issues,
they cannot provide a full picture of the migration process within the nation. For
this reason, they are restricted in their ability to aid policy-makers in making
generalizations about how individuals are affected by urbanization and
development. And while there has been considerable refinement of migration

models in recent years, including multi-level variables and treating the household as
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a unit of analysis, such models have not yet been applied to the Thai case, in part

because of the lack of appropriate data.
The National Migration Survey of Thailand

For the reasons described above the Institute for Population and Social
Research plans to implement a nationwide household migration survey. The study
has five major objectives:

1) to identify micro-level migration patterns within Thailand. This will
include estimates of migration patterns a) by demographic group (including age,
sex, education and occupation) and b) by type of migration (as defined below);

2) to examine the determinants of migration at the community, household
and individual level, including community development factors, household socio-
economic circumstances and the individual decision-making process that results in a
move or a potential move;

3) to examine the consequences of migration at the individual level by
investigating migrant satisfaction and migrants' own assessment of changes for the
better or worse in their quality of life;

4) to identify patterns in the different types of migration by regional areas
within Thailand that are major origin and destination points, such as the rural
Northeast and the periphery of Bangkok; and

5) to provide a model for national migration surveys throughout the
Southeast Asian region. ~ Migrants and non- migrants will be classified according

to the typology shown in Figure 1. The six types are defined as follows:

Non-migrants have not moved in the past five years, were born in their
current district of residence and have never lived outside of this district for more
than one year.

Return migrants are living in the district of their birth; they have moved
back to this district in the past five years or have not moved in the past five years
but at some time lived elsewhere for at least one year.

Permanent migrants have not moved in the past five years but are living

in a district other than that of their birth.
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Recent migrants have moved in the past five years and are living in a
district other than that of their birth. They have not returned home for more than
two months since their move and have no plans to do so.

Seasonal migrants have moved in the past five years and are living in a
district other that that of their birth. At some time since their move they have
returned home for the planting season, or are planning to do so in the next season.

Circular migrants have moved in the past five years and are living in a
district other than that of their birth. At some time since their move they have
returned home at a time other than the planting season, or are planning to do so in
the next year.

In addition to collecting information on each of these types of migrants,
respondents will be asked about the time and distance that they travel to work. This
will give descriptive information about commuting patterns, both to Bangkok and

elsewhere.

This information will be used to generate paradigms about the causes and
consequences of population mobility on the individual level; to identify patterns of
migration and urbanization in relation to the development process by relating
individual and community-level information; and to provide the basis for
appropriate population redistribution policies as an integral part of national
development plans. Besides gaining an understanding of migration flows and the
factors that may lead to a move, the survey will allow an analysis of migrant
satisfaction and adjustment. The current characteristics for non-migrants and
migrants, categorized by type of migration, will be compared in relation to
development indicators at their respective places of residence. A nationwide survey
will providé information on both sending and receiving communities, and thus give
a better understanding of the relationship between population movement and

socioeconomic development.

The starting point for the study is that development factors at the community
level, such as education and health facilities, communication links, diversification

of crops, and the availability of non-agricultural jobs, are a crucial determinant of



149

migration. We expect to find that seasonal migration is much higher than has been
previously estimated, since this has not been well measured by previous studies.
The project begins with no specific working hypothesis based on demographic
characteristics such as gender and age group. While it is likely that the findings of
previous migration studies will be validated (such as that migrants tend to be
selective on such factors as educational level, occupational skills and age) the goal
of this study is to document and identify these patterns without pre- conceived
assumptions of how these dynamics may vary on an urban or regional basis. For
example, while high levels of female migration to urban areas have been identified

as a Southeast Asian pattern, this has not been well documented in Thailand.

The information collected from this national migration survey will provide
an estimate of the individual migration rate by migrant characteristics and type of
migration. It will also allow an analysis of the differences between migrants and
non- migrants, the economic links between families, and the impact of migration on
family structure. An identification of potential migrants and an assessment of future
migration streams may also be made. Ultimately, this survey can provide rich
information for formulating population redistribution policies and for target setting

of other related development policies.
Research Methods

The National Migration Study of Thailand will consist of two main research
efforts. The first is the household-level survey that will be administered to a sample
of both migrant and non-migrant households (as detailed below). The second part
of the research design is a village-level profile in the rural sample areas that will be
obtained through interviews of key persons in each sample village. In addition,
district-level data from the IPSR Databank Project (described below) will provide
information on urban sample areas and be linked to the household and village
information. The results will be analyzed using both descriptive and multivariate

analysis methods, and both individual and multi-level approaches.
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The household questionnaire will be based on that developed by the ESCAP
project, "The Comparative Study of the Relationships of Migration and
Urbanization to Development” (ESCAP 1979, 1980), with modifications
appropriate to the case of Thailand and for field survey feasibility. Rather than
selecting households at random, we will first pre-screen each household to ascertain
if there is a household member present who has migrated in the past five years.
Those households with a migrant present will be selected and administered the
household and individual questionnaire. For households with more than one
migrant present (e.g. where the whole family has migrated), one individual will be
selected at random to answer the individual questionnaire. For households with no
migrants present, one out of fifteen households will be chosen, with one individual
selected at random. The final sample will be weighted to obtain a nationally

representative migration rate.

A household census will list all those who usually live in the household,
including information on birthplace, migration status, education and employment
status. The interviewers will also probe whether there are usual household members
who are temporarily away or non-usual residents who stayed in the household the
night before, and collect the same information for these persons. Information will
also be collected on former household members who have moved away, including
place of birth, current place of residence, reasons for moving, current activities,
visiting pattern and characteristics at the time of the move and at the time of the
interview. The questionnaire will contain questions on money and other goods both
sent and received by household members, and on land ownership, business

operations and housing characteristics.

Migrants will be interviewed in detail on their migration history. This will
include questions on each move they have made in the past five years, including
place of origin, destination activities, decision-making, persons accompanying
them, length of stay and perceived benefit. Moves will be classified according to
type (e.g. permanent; seasonal; circular; or return). In addition, all respondents will
be asked about the first move they ever made (even if longer than five years ago)

and about migration intentions to Bangkok and other regional centers, as well as
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specific migration plans in the next year. Detailed information about activities
during the past twelve months will be asked of all respondents, and information

will be collected on commuting patterns as well.

The village profiles will be obtained by interviewing key informants in rural
areas, such as village leaders and local government officials, about the social and
economic situation of the sample villages, both at the current time and in the recent
past. In addition, focus group sessions will be conducted to probe opinions on
migration flows and determinants into and out of the village. This information will
aid in the development of the questionnaire and later provide a qualitative
background to the quantitative information collected in the survey.

The District Databank, which-is an ongoing project continually updated by
IPSR, contains information on population, agriculture, educational and healith
facilities, economic and employment structure, and many other variables at the
district level. It is compiled mainly from government sources. This is the only
national databank with key district development and population indicators in
Thailand. It will be linked to the household and village-level data to enable a
multilevel analysis of the results.

The data analysis will consist of two phases. The first result of the project
will be to present information on migrant (of various types) and non-migrant
characteristics, motivations and satisfaction for a nationwide sample of households.
This will be done by analyzing and presenting descriptive information obtained
from the household questionnaires, largely in the form of frequencies and cross-
tabulations. Comparisons can be made between migrants and non-migrants as to
individual characteristics and social and economic well-being. Because data will be
collected on households from all over the country, migrants may be compared to

. non-migrants residing at their place of origin. And because migration histories will
be collected from a sample of individuals, information on the timing of migration
over the life course will be analyzed. Selected analysis on these issues will be done
by migration type (e.g. permanent; seasonal; circular; or return). This information
will be particularly important for policy-makers and planners to understand the
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current internal migration factors in Thailand. Of course, linking migrant
characteristics and level of satisfaction with information on migration paths will

help to present a full picture of the migration process.

Secondly, the project will result in a multivariate and multilevel analysis of
the determinants of migration. District and village level information will be linked to
the household data. Analysis techniques will include conditional logit discrete
choice models. These models are appropriate when the dependent variable (in this
case location-specific migration choices) is considered to be a function of the
characteristics of the choices as well as of the individual (Hoffman and Duncan
1988). Event history analysis of the lifetime migration histories will help to gain
understanding on the timing of moves. Additionally, analysis will be made of the
consequences of migration both on sending and receiving communities. This will
be done both by examining qualitative information collected for the village-level
profiles and by quantitative measures such as age pyramids showing the effects of

migration on age structure.
Conclusion

Migration policy since 1977 (the Fourth National Plan) have been led partly
by misconceptions about the migration process in Thailand. These misconceptions
may have been caused by a lack of full knowledge concerning migrants of different
types, their motivations and their perceptions of the costs and benefits of a move.
This paper has outlined a major research project that will attempt to strengthen
knowledge about migration in Thailand with the clearly expressed purpose of
strengthening the basis for formulating national policy. It is hoped that we may also
open a dialogue with researchers from Thailand and other countries to both better
disseminate and utilize the results of this survey.
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