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ABSTRACT

STUDY ON QUALITY AND QUANTITY OF DRINKING WATER AND CONSUMPTION

BEHAVIOUR OF THE RURAL THA! COMMUNITIES : QUALITATIVE APPROACH.

This study aims at examining factors affecting taste, belief,
and behaviour of the rural inhabitants in Thailand about water con-
sumption. A qualitative approach is elaborated in this stuy for data
collection by using focussed group technique to avail 128 sampled
women aged range from 20 to 60. Four provinces from 4 regions of
Thailand are selected as the study site.

The contents of the discussions covered factors affecting taste,
value and prevalence in choosing water for consumption. Also, quan-
tity of water consumption within the family, value and beliefs in se-
lecting water from different resources are investigated in this study.

Findings revealed that rural population in the North, the North-
east and the South rather prefered water from the digging wells allo-
cated nearby their houses than any other sources of water. They like
its taste, colour, and smell. Unlike those in the Central region, they
prefered rain water instead.

When asked methods to purify water before consuming it, the
participants disclosed that in practice, no one pays much attention
for that and it is really wasting their time and fuel to filtrate
water or even to boil it. They consider water from the digging well
is the best for them.

Most of the participants rather expressed a negative idea toward
the implementations from the Government in providing them water con-
tainners for the public. Instead, they need water supply for cultiva-

tion.
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THE IPSR PUBLICATION SERIES

Research Repornts of the IPSR - Mahidol University appear severnal
times a year to disseminate results of impontant profects and to
provide —an  on-going assessment of socio-demograpnic change 4in
Thailand.

OUTSIDE MANUSCRIPTS WELCOME  The IPSR encouwrages Local ‘ne-
seanchens and institutions to submit completed nresearnch papers
jon publication in this sernies. A panel of neviewers will screen
Aubmissions on the basis of rnelevance and importance of the topic
and on the quality of the presentation. Submission should be 4in
English, typed and double spaced. The TIPSR will provide editing
senvices fon accepted papens.

OTHER. FORUMS FOR THE DISSEMINATION OF POPULATION RESEARCH
In addition to the "Research Reports” series described above, the
IPSR - Mahidot Univensity also produces a bi-monthly Population
and Development Newsletten. This newsletten s an appropriate
forum fon capaule Aummaries of on-going or completed nesearch and
news.

Submiasion fon eithen the Research Reports on  the Newaletten
should be directed to:

Pramote Prasarthul

Directon

Inatitute fon Population and Social Research
Mahidol University

25/25 Salaya

Nakoan Pathom 73170

Thailand






